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Bob Weiner Media Points -- February 14, 2005

· Bush won election DESPITE Iraq war and Social Security plan, not because of them:

· President trying to turn 3% victory into 85% government (Carville)

· Note Feb. 11 AP-Ipsos poll: Bush at 54% disapproval, 45% approval, largely because of Seniors/SS issue according to AP

· Bush says election was “accountability moment,” including Iraq and Social Security; In fact, majority OPPOSED his position on both

· Bush is pushing “ownership” for Americans when he really means “ownership” by big corporations
· Bush won/Kerry lost perhaps because Americans wanted simple strategy on terror and more straightforward explanations than “voted for before voted against”, granted, but overall “terror” different from Iraq – believe war not worth the cost, based on a falsehood of WMD, and do not want Social Security tampered with.

· Dems DID get youth vote but Repubs got religion “Values” vote (polls say 5 pts).

· WP (1/12) and other media: “Fabricated Crises”

· Social Security: No crisis.

· Bush’s Social Security changes are Cry Wolf, Granny-You’re-on-Your-Own, Wall Street Giveaway (Wall Street TRILLION in fees alone).  Real answer is improve economy with jobs; even if support needed by 2052 (CBO), equivalent to ¼ of Bush tax cuts primarily benefiting the wealthy (millionaires got $148 BILLION new tax breaks last year); also boomers are short-term phenomenon, then revert to low birth rate and surplus. Even some Repubs: Hastert: “can’t force American people”; “Dead horse” (Thomas), could lose Congress (Gingrich), “What crisis?”(Weekly Standard); now they are desperately tinkering with alternatives (McCrery) acknowledging political problem--but ANY change now dangerous, opens door for evisceration of program, their real goal.

· Bush/Repubs now desperately camouflaging their recent words "crisis" and "private" to "problem" and "personal" -- but still exaggerate with "bankrupt" and hyperbole of  "train wreck coming", and stack Potus “conversations” with hand-picked seniors instead of vast majority who oppose changes. They are flailing, Dems properly drew line in sand and yelled “NO” at SOU misrepresentations (“SS Bankrupt”)

· New BUDGET Smoke and Mirrors (excludes Iraq and SS) and
disastrous proposals to slash Medicaid, Environment, Cops, Food Stamps,
Education, Vets health, Drug abuse prevention (-media campaign, -drug free schools, move HIDTA’s) while continuing his tax cuts helping the wealthy.
· Bush Budget—WP “Deficit Dance”(1/11)  -- Reducing programs because he’s created deficit by giving all the discretionary money away (and then some) in tax giveaways to the rich and to Iraq to fight nonexistent Al Qaeda links (except the ones he’s now created by Iraq as new PR haven for terrorists, as CIA now reports).  Repubs’ actual agenda, as Broder said a year ago, is to dismantle everything good about the New Deal and the precedents it set to help people. As a result of the deficit Bush CHOSE to create by Iraq and tax cuts, we will not have the expected and needed funds here at home for health, housing, crime and drug abuse prevention, education and college loans, transportation, jobs, real-disease research for the millions who die from cancer, heart, diabetes, etc.

· Direct example from ONDCP and the 50,000+ who die each year from drug abuse, the COPS program, and blocked research into breast/prostate/ovarian/ leukemia cancers as well as AIDS – grants wife Pat oversees as Chair of GWUMC Research Committee

· Iraq report no WMD: glad we found out before we did something crazy like invade the place! (Leno). Over 10,000 Americans wounded in Iraq war, 1300+ killed.  Also no real training (Biden), no exit strategy (Carter, also WP), no honesty (Biden and Boxer to Rice) about budget (probably another $200B -- Biden) or training
· The terrorists’ base we’re fighting in Iraq started AFTER Saddam was ousted.
· Iraq Election “Victory”? Religious extreme, pro-Iran won – opposite of Bush objective 2 yrs ago.  Also, turnout ½ of what claimed: 58% of registered, not eligible = 25-35% real turnout (vs. avg 85% of registered turnout in US) 
· Guantan/Iraq/Afghan and CIA's "rendering" prison torture, Gonzales relationship to torture, military's stressed-limitations now, and the latest: army doctors helping in the torture -- whoa, didn't we hear that about Germany? 100 dead, no autopsies; Investigate role of Defense Undersecretary Stephen Cambone
· Hollywood and Democrats (a BS Republican issue given Arnold/Reagan/Gopher/Bono/Fred Thompson etc. -- Katie Couric and Michael Moore on “Today” rightly asked the flip side, where's our "Arnold" rather than wonks
· The latest Bush corporate giveaways: NTSB Chair Ellen Conners asserting lobbying against investigating accidents, and shielding drug giants Merck etc. for problems like Vioxx and Celebrex as part of the medmal bill and blocking seniors’ Canadian imports
· Ignoring Afghanistan #1 world opium/heroin, which funds the warlords who support bin Laden -- the reason we went there in 1st place (and our PB Post/Cox oped last month on strengthening Colombia's efforts); combined with Pakistan poll 60% positive rating for bin Laden
· Iraq no threat; compare to Russia reverting (Biden to Rice), Korea, Iran, Syria
· Oversight: No Repub. So Policy Chair Byron Dorgan (ND) under leader Harry Reid (Nev)
· DNC Chair? Terry McAuliffe superb fundraiser/organizer, and new DNC Chair Howard Dean will pull everyone together with proven organizing skills.
· Election 2008? D-Hillary/Edwards/Kerry/Obama etc.; R-Giuliani (29)/McCain (25)/Frist (7)/Jeb Bush (7).  BUT 2006 CONGRESSIONAL elections first, and out-party (i.e. Dems) traditionally picks up large numbers of seats.

