FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  THURS. JUNE 9, 2005

CONTACT:  Robert Weiner and Emma Dick 301-283-0821/202-329-1700
FORMER WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN: AFHGHAN STABILITY DILEMMA BECAUSE DRUG PROBLEM IGNORED, DEFEATS ANTI-TERROR PURPOSE OF U.S. INVOLVEMENT, SAYS ROBERT WEINER
(Washington, DC) – “Afghanistan faces a stability dilemma because the U.S. has ignored the drug issue, allowing that center for terrorism and al Qaeda to become the world’s #1 heroin producer on our watch,” Robert Weiner, former White House drug spokesman asserted today in a column featured in today’s Miami Herald.

“If we want to fight terrorism effectively, we must confront Afghanistan’s drug problem, but instead of doing so, we are blaming the British and Afghani President Karzai—anyone but ourselves. Since the US invasion of Afghanistan in 2001, the amount of land devoted to poppy cultivation has multiplied more than 123 TIMES, and has regained status as the world’s #1 opium producer-- providing 90% of the world’s heroin.”  

Weiner, former spokesman for the White House National Drug Policy Office (1995-2001) and former communications director for the House Narcotics Committee, now an issue strategist, and Emma Dick, a research analyst for Robert Weiner Associates, wrote the op-ed in today’s Miami Herald, “Afghanistan: U.S. Ally Becomes Top Opium Supplier”.  


Weiner and Dick stress that “We need a Plan Columbia in Afghanistan, as when General McCaffrey collaborated with the Columbian government successfully to reduce that country’s coca crop by 50%.  Like the Colombian success story (which originally had its detractors), we need a serious Afghanistan plan of aerial spraying, burning and chopping, and trained troops supporting the government’s eradication and enforcement.”

But they say, “The dirty little secret is that nothing is happening because military leaders on the ground fear that fighting drugs will destabilize Afghanistan.”

Weiner and Dick counter that “we cannot allow poppies and the world’s heroin addiction to be the stabilizing force in Afghanistan, especially when they are funding bin Laden – we are defeating our own purpose.”

“Our inactions effectively leave us as silent partners with the Afghani opium warlords who funnel money to the terrorist groups we invaded to eradicate.  We are, in essence, holding hands with our worst enemy.”
 
“Think of the appreciation the world will show if we lead an effective anti-narcotics plan against the number one source for heroin and cut the funding out from bin Laden’s supporters in the process!” the authors contend.
(Source: Robert Weiner Associates 301-283-0821 or 202-329-1700)
