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· The insurgency is strengthening (20-80 attacks a day, numbers rarely advertised).

· Not just 2000 U.S. troops killed in Iraq/Afghanistan but over 10,000 wounded. 
· CIA issued a report saying that because of us Iraq has become a new focal point for the terrorists so that’s proof we've made matters worse and more unstable in the Middle East. 
·  al Qaeda recruiting is UP because of our actions in Iraq, how we’ve given an impetus rather than a deflation to Jihad 
· The prison abuse decision making (starting with Bush-Gonzales 2002 memo saying Geneva Conventions “irrelevant”) and resulting actions also have been an impetus for Jihad and has destroyed our international human rights reputation 
· The American people “get it” with only 34% approval of Bush handling of the war—parallel to the 32% approval of government action in Vietnam 
· No President has gone to war with a less credible pretext.  No President has continued to change the pretext for war every time the previous pretext was disproved. The rationale has changed over and over and the American people are tiring and thinking it’s crying wolf now.   
· We still see zero plan for an end game (and Americans now understand that a three-part thousands-of-years religious and cultural divide in Iraq can’t be solved by the US military).  We can only speculate about future continued strife between Kurds, Shiites, and Sunnis, aware that for now, US troops are in the middle of the crossfire.
· The objective seems to be to exterminate insurgents (we don't know their numbers).  By the time we kill, let's say 20-30,000) in urban,  door-to-door warfare, we might have another 20-30,000 to deal with.

· A real alternative is simply to say that regardless of the misrepresented war basis of WMD’s, Bush has accomplished the objective of getting rid of Saddam and turning over the country to the Iraqis so why are we still there? The only answer seems to be we made this mess so we have to clean it up… but we have no clue how to do it.
· Another point is the upcoming Saddam trial—it may well backfire by showing his CIA links to the US and by proving all we had on him was pre-Gulf War I, not II – so even though he is indeed guilty of horrible things the trial will show no basis of the current Gulf War. 
· Also key is that Administration blowing off Afghanistan becoming narco-state on our watch, which funds bin Laden. 
OPEDS BACKING UP ABOVE

On these issues, here for additional ideas and facts are some recent opeds we did in the Boston Globe (Saddam), Cleveland Plain Dealer (prisons), another in the Plain Dealer (selective intelligence), and Miami Herald (Afghanistan narco-state).  See:

http://www.weinerpublic.com/20050630.doc (Boston Globe -- Iraq/Saddam -- Tucker Carlson (of all people!) on MSNBC even called this “one of the country’s top three opeds and first up”)

http://www.weinerpublic.com/20050801.html (Cleveland Plain Dealer -- prison abuse decisions from the top -- Moveon.org made this their lead in their “Truthout” emailing to their zillions of people the day it came out)

http://www.weinerpublic.com/20050609.doc (Miami Herald--Administration blowing off Afghanistan becoming narco-state on our watch, which funds bin Laden)

http://www.weinerpublic.com/page113.html (Cleveland Plain Dealer -- selective intelligence)

