	


Robert Weiner, who worked as a senior staffer in the public affairs department for President Bill Clinton spoke at UMass last night. 
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A senior staffer in public affairs for the White House under President Bill Clinton addressed students last night at the University of Massachusetts Campus Center. 

Robert Weiner, who worked for Clinton from 1995 to 2000, spoke at the "Media Handling of High Profile National Issues" lecture. Weiner spoke about such issues as the Iraq war, Hurricane Katrina, the recent overhaul in social security, soaring gas prices, and numerous Supreme Court nominations. 

Dean of the College of Humanities and Fine Arts Lee Edwards noted that Weiner's talk touches on a "very timely topic," since the issues are still prominent. 

Weiner said that he came to UMass to speak because "we all want to contribute back to the campus community." Weiner has a master's degree in history from UMass. Two of his history professors were in attendance.

Weiner is active in politics and has directed the general press room at the last five Democratic National Conventions. He discussed President George W. Bush's popularity rating, which stands at 35 to 37 percent, down from an all-time high of 90 percent immediately following the 9/11 attacks.

In addition, Weiner discussed Bush's international drug policy. He claims that the Bush administration has chosen not to pursue curbing the opium drug trade in Afghanistan, although the activity of that operation has increased dramatically and helps to fund Al-Qaeda, he said. 

Weiner also contended that the real reason behind the lack of effort is that Bush stretched the resources of the American troops to an extreme level.

"We need to put a plan in place in Afghanistan similar to the one that we had in place for Columbia," said Weiner, who worked to decrease the incoming levels of drugs to the United States as spokesman and director of public affairs for White House Drug Czar and Four Star General Barry McCaffrey under President Clinton.

Weiner also lamented the disproportionate control afforded to oil companies. Despite the worries over the destruction of oil rigs from Hurricane Katrina, a record $100 billion was recorded as profit by the oil companies in the past quarter - $10 billion alone by the mega-company ExxonMobil. 

"That figure is the highest quarterly profit of any company ever. The oil companies raised gas prices 24 cents in 24 hours after Katrina, exploiting fear for no empirical reason.

"One basic thing I learned was that the Anti-Trust Act was supposed to stop big monopolies from being created so that there would not be control of prices. Listen to the names: Exxon and Mobil. How much bigger could each be? Is there any longer any point to the Anti-Trust Act if not to stop that sort of thing?" he said. 

Weiner talked about the fact that a Parade Magazine survey indicated that Saddam Hussein was the sixth worst dictator in the world, with the dictators in Korea, Burma, Iran, Syria, China, and Libya being equally as horrific or worse.

"Hussein is by all means a horrible person - he gassed his own people," he said. However, Weiner stressed that America is not the world's police and has limited resources at her disposal.

"Media is impacted by the power of those in power. It's understandable - you want sources who control events and policies that happen," Weiner said. He said when he took a job with the White House in 1995, "suddenly my releases and calls to the press meant something again. The White House ran agencies and could make things happen for people."

Weiner encouraged students to "get involved, and actively pursue jobs in government. Don't just send in your resume - call, and don't be discouraged by 'no's.'" He mentioned that there are 3,000 places in Washington D.C. which employ people in the area of government. These employers include the offices of 535 Congress members and over 2,000 issue groups.

Weiner suggested that students "make sure that their education at UMass is part of your overall life plan." He explained that he took a break during the course of his master's studies to take an internship with Senator Ted Kennedy. "The guidance from UMass is invaluable, and I recommend that you all supplement your UMass education with active experience in your field," Weiner said.
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Former Amherst resident Robert S. Weiner's most high profile moment was probably in 1998, when he was subpoenaed by the special prosecutor Kenneth Starr to testify in the Monica Lewinsky case.
Then a staffer in the White House drug policy office, Weiner stood on the courthouse steps after he testified to the grand jury about personal calls he had made to fellow Democrats. He called the investigation, "Big brother at its worst." The New York Times credited him with being the first grand jury witness to speak out against Starr for "overreaching."
Since then, Weiner, who lived in Amherst from 1970-74 and 1980-86, has started his own public relations firm in Washington D.C., called Robert Weiner Associates. His dozens of press releases and opinion pieces in national newspapers on everything from drugs, running and senior issues to the Iraq War can be seen on his Web site, www.weinerpublic.com. 
Weiner will be in town on Wednesday, Nov. 16, to give a talk titled "Media Handling of High Profile National Issues," one of the Dean's Seminar Lecture Series (College of Humanities and Fine Arts) at the University of Massachusetts. It begins at 4:30 p.m. at the Campus Center, Room 904-908, and is open to the public. 
A former Amherst Democratic Town Committee official and unsuccessful candidate for Congress in 1986, Weiner lived on Overlook Lane. He and wife Patricia Berg now live in Accokeek, Maryland. "I purposely have as close to an Amherst-like life as I can find," said Weiner, who lives adjacent to a park there. "If Amherst could be in Washington with the national politics involved, I would still be living in Amherst. Living-wise, it was the highlight of my life to be there." He sends out 2,000 Christmas cards every year, about 500 of them to old Amherst acquaintances. 
Most people probably remember him for his role in the Clinton scandal. Besides his "big brother" remark, duly noted in the press, he also attracted attention at the time by sending Starr a letter asking for an apology for subpoenaing his private telephone records. The Web site www.cnn.com lists him as one of 88 members of the "Cast of Characters In The Clinton-Lewinsky Saga." 
"It probably was my 15 minutes," Weiner said this week. He never did hear back from Kenneth Starr. "But Rush Limbaugh did say on his radio show that, 'Weiner deserves an apology,'" Weiner said.
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(FRONT PAGE LEAD, HAMPSHIRE-FRANKLIN COUNTY)
           Robert Weiner, a former public affairs senior staffer in the Clinton administration, will speak today at 4:30 p.m. at the University of Massachusetts Amherst Campus Center.  
Weiner, who holds a masters degree in history from UMass, will critique “Media Handling of High Profile national Issues.”
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Weiner at UMass
By MARY CAREY
Former Amherst resident Robert S. Weiner's most high-profile moment was probably in 1998, when he was subpoenaed by Special Prosecutor Kenneth Starr to testify in the Monica Lewinsky case. Then a staffer in the White House drug policy office, Weiner stood on the courthouse steps after he testified to the grand jury about personal calls he had made to fellow Democrats. He called the investigation ''Big Brother at its worst.'' The New York Times credited him with being the first grand jury witness to speak out against Starr for ''overreaching.''

Since then, Weiner, who lived in Amherst 1970-74 and 1980-86, has started his own public relations firm in Washington, D.C., called Robert Weiner Associates. His opinion pieces in national newspapers cover subjects as diverse as drugs, running, senior issues and the Iraq War. Weiner will be in Amherst Wednesday to give a talk titled ''Media Handling of High-Profile National Issues.'' It is part of a lecture series at the University of Massachusetts and begins at 4:30 p.m. in the Campus Center, room 904-908. The talk is free and open to the public.

Weiner, a former Amherst Democratic Town Committee official and unsuccessful candidate for Congress in 1986, sends out 2,000 Christmas cards every year, about 500 of them to old Amherst acquaintances.

But most people probably remember him for his role in the Clinton scandal. Besides his ''Big Brother'' remark, duly noted in the press, he also attracted attention at the time by sending Starr a letter asking for an apology for subpoenaing his private telephone records. The Web site www.cnn.com lists him as one of 88 members of the ''Cast of Characters in the Clinton-Lewinsky Saga.'' 

''It probably was my 15 minutes,'' Weiner said this week. He never did hear back from Kenneth Starr. ''But Rush Limbaugh did say on his radio show that 'Weiner deserves an apology,''' Weiner said. 

Mary Carey writes about politics and government for the Gazette.
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What's happening on area campuses
Compiled by HOLLY ANGELO 
 

University of Massachusetts 
Robert Weiner, a Clinton White House public affairs senior staff member who is now a Washington issues strategist, will speak at the University of Massachusetts-Amherst on Nov. 16 from 4:30-5:30 p.m. at Campus Center Room 904-908. 

He will critique "Media Handling of High Profile National Issues" as part of the College of Humanities and Fine Arts Dean's Seminar Series Lecture.
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Democrats Need Clear Message in ’06 

By Robert Weiner

Democratic strategists are percolating with excitement over the Party’s chances to regain the House and Senate due to what they see as major Republican blunders involving Iraq, WMD’s, Libby’s indictment, continuing investigations of Rove-Delay-Frist, Katrina, Social Security, gas prices, stock market stagnation, the deficit, tax fairness, Miers, and more. 
Last week’s Democratic gubernatorial victories in Virginia and New Jersey, and Gov. Schwarzenegger’s referenda defeats in California, are additional catalysts to Democrats energized over their chances. Yet without print and electronic advertising to make this case, and the positive agenda they also need desperately to promote, the election could easily repeat the results of 2002 and 2004. 

Right now, the polls back up the Democrats: The October 26 CNN-Gallup poll finds 50% would vote for Democratic congressional candidates, versus 43% for Republicans, and other major polls show similar results. 
President Bush’s current all-time low 35-37% approval ratings (depending on the poll) further fuel the Democrats’ fire in their eyes. By 2-1, Virginia voters – a state that went strongly for Bush twice -- thought Bush’s endorsement “would make them less likely to vote for” the Republican in this week’s election for governor.  That’s exactly what happened when a one-point lead evaporated into a six point loss after the President spoke for the candidate.
Yet there is little difference between the congressional polls now and before the last two elections. Democrats led the generic Ipsos-Reid-Cook congressional poll 47-40 a year before the ’04 election. They were likewise ahead 49-44 ahead (CNN-Gallup) just a week before the ‘02 elections.
Republicans in ’02 and ’04 capitalized on a message with effective advertising around the issues of terror, taxes, patriotism, and leadership.  They and their issue-group friends also went highly negative on the Democrats with Swift Boat Veterans, John Kerry’s supposed “flip-flops”, and Republican claims that Democrats had “no message” or agenda. They are sure to do the same this time.  Have Democrats learned?
Almost in unison, Tom Delay, Vice President Cheney, President Bush, and others repeatedly criticize the Democrats as “The Party of No” with “no agenda”.  What the Democrats have said “no” to is the destruction of the safety net and progressive programs like Social Security that have reduced poverty -- but the merits are of little consequence if they do not win the public relations war.
House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi said at an event for Nick Lampson, Tom Delay’s Texas congressional opponent, “There’s a cottage industry of people saying we don’t have a message.” 

Whether the Democrats win the 15 seats they need to regain a House majority or the six in the Senate – paralleling the Republicans’ surprise victory of 1994 -- will depend on whether the Party has the guts to battle the Republicans head-to-head over the airwaves and in the print media at the national and local levels with a national message.  

They must both criticize on current issues and promote a positive, concise Contract-for-America-like platform. This battle must occur in ads which repeatedly get the message across, not just in press releases or staged events which generate little news.

The Democrats must speak with one voice.  Their leaders – including Senate Leader Reid, House Leader Pelosi, Governors Chair Richardson, and DNC Chair Dean – must agree on the message or people will continue to ask, “Who speaks for the Democrats?”  
At least it will be “everyone” until a presidential nominee is selected.

Democrats do have a clear message—they have just not stated it in understandable terms.  
But it can be something like an “Urgent Ten-Point Plan:” 

· Build International support and funding for a democratic Iraq, unlike the current 90% U.S.-funded effort;

· Fight al Qaeda where they are rooted, and do not create additional fronts or bypass human rights standards for detainees;

· Protect, don’t destroy, Social Security and Medicare;

· Ensure rapid, competent domestic natural disaster and terror response;

· Corral the Oil companies, quit subsidizing their obscene profits from high gas prices, and build more refineries as we institute energy independence; 
· Nominate moderate Supreme Court appointees;

· Balance the newly skyrocketing budget deficit and retool tax cuts to help average Americans;
· Restore the quality of jobs for American workers at home, and reduce foreign outsourcing;  
· Promote Ethics in Government and end cronyism’s incompetence;
· Provide honesty to Americans in reasons for any war, and reduce selective use of intelligence with a reminder that the Constitution begins “We the People”, not “We with Top Secret Clearances”


House Democratic Leader Pelosi says the Democrats will soon put out a concise message.  
From the Democrats’ point of view, since President Bush is doing all he can to change the subject from his mistakes, the sooner the better, if they want to win back the American people and change the results of recent elections.
 
Robert Weiner, a former Amherst resident, was a senior Clinton White House public affairs director and Congressional committee communications director and Chief of Staff.  He will be deliver the Dean’s Lecture Wednesday at 4:30 PM the University of Massachusetts.  His talk, “Media Handling of High Profile National Issues,” takes place in Campus Center Room 904-908 and is open to the public.
IN ADDITION:

· WWLP TV CHANNEL 22 NBC-TV Springfield, segment November 17 in AM promoted event of Robert Weiner returning to UMass to deliver Dean’s Lecture on “Media Handling of High Profile National Issues”;
· WHYN Radio 560 AM Springfield, November 17 12:45 PM Interview by Bill Erickson concerning UMass Humanities and Fine Arts Dean’s Lecture points on media handling of high profile national issues, and updating national events including the Iraq War and detainee torture. 

· WHMP Radio, 1400 AM, Northampton MA Live Interview with RW 7:45 AM November 17 on “The Morning Show”, co-host Chris Collins and Dennis Lee, re subjects of RW Dean’s Lecture on “Media” and RW oped in Daily Hampshire Gazette about “Clear Democratic Message”
· WMUA Radio, 91.1 FM Amherst, RW Interview November 16 and taped coverage November 17 by Ken Mosakowski re Dean’s Lecture on media, and also Democratic national politics – on “Focus”, country’s longest-running college radio news-talk show.
Illuminating -- UMass Humanities and Fine Arts Newsletter
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ALUMNI AND STUDENT NEWS:

On November 16th and 17th, Robert S. Weiner G'74 (History) came to the UMass Amherst Campus to offer a public lecture and speak to two classes in History and Political Science. Weiner is a Washington DC based public affairs and issues strategist with 30 years of political experience in Congressional and White House positions, and is now the president of Robert Weiner Associates. See: http://www.weinerpublic.com/

The Wednesday evening lecture, Media Handling of High Profile National Issues was an animated presentation of opinion, facts and Washington history that held the audience's total attention despite howling winds and rain driven against the windows of the 9th floor of the Campus Center, and then generated a press of interesting questions and answers. The full text of the speech is available here. 
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Robert S. Weiner '74 addressing History Professor Gerald McFarland's Class, Nov.16th. 
   (photo: Thom Kendall)
