KVOA NBC 4 Eyewitness News

Paul Cicala Reports
Former drug czar applauds Tucson's role in War on Terrorism
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	General Barry McCaffrey 


While national security concerns raise questions at the border here in Southern Arizona, air travel poses other problems. 

Those were just some of the topics 4-star General Barry McCaffrey talked about Saturday afternoon at the North American Airports' CEO Conference in Tucson, Arizona. 

Anybody that's paid attention to national news, border security, and terrorism issues over the last few years knows the name Barry McCaffrey. 

As the U.S. Drug Czar under President Bill Clinton, he even made numerous visits to Southern Arizona and all throughout the border we share with Sonora, Mexico. 

Saturday afternoon, McCaffrey told Eyewitness News 4 that Tucsonans can play a vital role in the war on terrorism, especially at the airports. 

McCaffrey says, “I think we've come a long way since 9/11. We went from, essentially, almost undefended to now, having a reasonably well-protected population.” 

However, McCaffrey says that’s still not enough. Airports like the one in Tucson have to continually beef up security to stay one step ahead of terrorists. 

McCaffrey says, “The planes have armored doors, the pilots in many cases are armed, and we started the Transportation Security Agency. We've done a lot, but a lot remains to be done." 

Some recommendations McCaffrey made at the conference include: 

· Enhancing passenger's pre-screening, 

· Improving measures to detect explosives, 

· Addressing human-factor issues at screening checkpoints, 

· Deploying hardened cargo containers on passenger aircraft, and 

· Intensifying efforts to identify, track, and screen potentially dangerous cargo. 

Bonnie Allin, CEO of the Tucson Arport Authority, says, "We are very excited to have the General here." 

Allin says she’s pleased General McCaffrey had nothing but good things to say about the Tucson International Airport. 

“I think it's just a good example of a facility that's well run, has some modernization programs going, and pretty good security systems,” says the former Drug Czar. 

“The Department of Homeland Security is playing a very crucial role, thank God, to better protect America, and that's good news for all others that visit Southern Arizona," McCaffrey says. 

“In Tucson we are continually looking for ways that we can make our airports safer and more secure,” adds Allin. 
