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Many Voices, One Goal

Benefit Draws Thousands Affected by Breast Cancer

The Mall was awash in pink yesterday morning as more than 40,000 people took part in the 17th annual National Race for the Cure.
            Many participants wore pink ribbons on pink T-shirts, passing the finish line under an arc of pink balloons signifying breast cancer awareness. The 5-kilometer race raises money for the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation to fund breast cancer research and screening.
            American women have a one in eight chance of developing the disease. It is the most frequently diagnosed cancer among women, but the death rate has been dropping because of earlier detection and improved treatment.
            Many of the men and women who took part in the event have a personal connection to the disease. Some have it now. Some count themselves among the survivors. And some have lost someone dear.

CONDOLEEZA RICE, SECRETARY OF STATE
Rice lost her mother to breast cancer 21 years ago. Hours after returning from a diplomatic trip to Vienna, Austria, she rallied the walkers and runners yesterday at the starting line at 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW, her personal trainer by her side. They demonstrated squats and hip-flexing stretches.

Rice was 15 when her mother was diagnosed.

"I now marvel at the treatment options that weren't there for her back then. I just think we have to get the word out to people that while there's no cure yet, there are so many things you can do with diet and exercise. My message to people would be to make sure to take advantage of the screening options available to you."

PATRICIA BERG OF ACCOKEEK, BREAST CANCER RESEARCHER 
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Berg directs a breast cancer research laboratory at George Washington University Medical School. Through a grant from the Komen Foundation, she is studying a gene called BP1 that is activated in 80 percent of breast cancer tumors. She hopes to develop a blood test for the gene.

"One thing I'd like to bring to women's attention is that 5 percent of breast cancers are a very aggressive strain that's not detected by a mammogram. Half the time, there's no lump. It first appears as a red spot. It looks like an inflammation."

