National Democratic Strategist Bob Weiner on XM 7PM Tonight Decries Economic, Iraq Myths; Former Clinton-Conyers-Rangel Aide Discusses Likely House and Senate Changes; Channel 169 “Urban Journal” show hosted by Keith Murphy
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Contact: Bob Weiner/Rebecca Vander Linde/Richard Bangs 301-283-0821/202-329-1700
(Washington, DC)—National Democratic Strategist Robert Weiner decried the Administration’s economic and Iraq myths and predicted a 30-seat House takeover, with the Senate’s needed six up to the key Webb and Ford candidacies, in an interview taped for tonight’s XM Radio “Urban Journal.”   Weiner, a former Clinton White House senior public affairs director and earlier communications director for Congressmen John Conyers and Charles Rangel – two likely Chairs in a new Democratic Congress – was interviewed by “Urban Journal” host Keith Murphy, winner of the 2005 Achievement in Radio Award.  The show airs tonight at 7PM, following the news, on XM Channel 169.

In the interview, Weiner asserted, “The Administration claims the economy is doing well and has produced six million new jobs. NO!  Bush always forgets the two million lost his first two years – the total is actually four million jobs COMPARED to Clinton’s 23 MILLION new jobs.”  Weiner asked rhetorically, “Do you think tax cuts mostly to the rich and pouring hundreds of billions a year into the sieve of Iraq could explain this?”  He continued, “The Bush economy of tax cuts for rich and $100 billion a year for Iraq-Halliburton types of contractors and the Iraq War has been a disaster for the American economy.  There are five million more without health insurance, 44% increases in college tuition instead of student aid and support, poverty up by seven million, real income down five years in a row, Medicare costs rising under the scam of the drug benefit actually a benefit to drug companies, and threats to give Social Security away to actually a stagnant Wall Street when you count in inflation.”

Weiner also pursued Bush’s new rescission of his Iraq “Stay the Course” language as “spin without substance.  I found 1,700,000 Google citations for ‘Bush stay the course’ including many White House press releases quoting him. Iraq really is a case of what Nancy Pelosi (projected Speaker of the House) said on 60 Minutes Sunday night.  As a mother of five she told her kids, ‘Proper preparation prevents poor performance.’”
“The Administration is oblivious to the daily drumbeat of death,” Weiner added.  When Murphy asked Weiner what a new Congress will be like, Weiner said, “There will be oversight and protection of civil liberties for the first time in six years if Conyers gains the Judiciary Committee Chairmanship. As Conyers said in his new book, George W. Bush versus the U.S. Constitution, Americans want to know how Bush authorized torture by instructing a bypass of the Geneva Convention, what the truth is on spying on literally millions of Americans’ phone, email, and financial records, how the Administration has violated congressional laws through hundreds of ‘signing statements,’ and why the Administration provided selective intelligence and misrepresentations about the basis of the Iraq War.”
Likewise, Weiner said that Charles Rangel – whom Weiner worked for five years prior to his five with Conyers – “will make an enormous difference by retooling tax cuts for middle and lower income Americans instead of the top 1%.  Rangel knows that ‘Trickle Down’ hasn’t worked since Herbert Hoover tried it.”
Weiner concluded that the Democrats will take, in his view, “30 new seats to win the House because of Social Security, Iraq, Katrina, gas price manipulation, Tom Delay, more Iraq, Abramoff, and Foley as the last straw -- but Democrats would have won the House before that. Weiner told Murphy that a ‘Democratic agenda’ includes: Raise the minimum wage, internationalize Iraq decisions including a summit, fight terror at its source in Afghanistan, protect Social Security, enhance Medicare, provide competent disaster relief, corral oil companies and their tax subsidies, offer moderate Supreme Court nominees, balance the budget, retool tax cuts to middle and lower income, support ethics in government and honesty in any war decision.”
(To interview Weiner call 301-283-0821/202-329-1700). (Note:  Weiner also available to refute the red herring of assertions that Conyers will conduct a Bush impeachment.)
Source: Robert Weiner Associates 301-283-0821/202-329-1700.

