Robert Weiner Media Points Oct. 24, 2006
Bush on George Stephanopolous “This Week” Sunday: “We’ve never been ‘Stay the Course’ George, we’ve been ‘Complete the Mission.” As my wife said, “Beyond my comprehension”: I found 1,700,000 Google citations for “Bush stay the course” including three White House press releases quoting him among the first ten cites –July 10 ’03,  April 13, ’04, 11/30/05 etc. etc. etc. etc.   So still in what Bob Woodward has called Bush’s “State of Denial” about the entire Iraq War. 
One 4-star general told me embarrassing for the country that we have a president in bottom 3rd of the IQ scale.

Pelosi (projected Speaker of the House) on “60 Minutes” Sun. night: As mother of 5 she told her kids, “Proper preparation prevents poor performance.”

Administration oblivious to the daily drumbeat of death.

George Will (on George S.) What’s amazing about Admin on Iraq is lag between when facts occur and when we acknowledge them—the Iraq disaster is a civil war—800-1000 killed a week, 35000 a year, 3 million refugees, hiding body counts but at least 100,000 dead and as many as 650,000; October US death count highest in years and since AP startied tallying it.   Added, Dems’ reality offense criticizing “Stay the Course” – have heard “Die and Deny” – more potent than Bush’s slogan.   Maher: Cheney on 900,000 Iraqis fleeing? Just looks like fleeing, actually yelling Yippee, we’re free. (Deadly truth of polls show they want us out and support killing us).  Baker Commission: will give Bush cover to cut and run, and bring in other countries including Iran.
Economy up, 6 M new jobs?  NO!  As we said in last week’s oped in Wash. Examiner, Bush always forgets the 2 m lost his first 2 years – the total is 4 COMPARED to Clinton’s 23 MILLION  new jobs—Bush economy of tax cuts for rich and $100 B/yr. For Iraq-Halliburton types of contractors has been disaster for Amer. Economy—5 m more without health insurance, 44% increases in college tuition instead of student aid and support, poverty up by 7 million, real income down 5 years in a row, Medicare costs rising under the scam of the drug benefit actually a benefit to drug companies., threats to give Social Security away to actually a stagnant Wall Street. You think tax cuts mostly to the rich and pouring hundreds of billion a year into the sieve of Iraq could explain this?
ELECTION: Now 48 SEATS in play (up from 18 in Jan., need 15)—Social Security, Iraq, Katrina, Gas price manipulation, Tom Delay, More Iraq, Abramoff; Foley last straw but would have won House before that.   Even COKIE says now D’s will take House, didn’t think before…   Senate: Project D’s gain 5, Webb over Allen maybe 6th.   Maher—Repubs getting ready for election night disaster—first disaster they are prepared for.
Repub. Ethics? When Delay exposed Hastert’s first action fired Ethics Chair who was investigating.

NEW LEADERS: Pelosi, Clyburn, Rangel, Conyers, Dingell, Waxman, Frank, Lantos, Waxman
Bill Maher: “Vote for torture and kinky gay sex, Vote Republican.   Korea’s Kim apoligised for the bomb, said was alcoholic and molested…
Bill Richardson (Gov NM, emissary to Korea both Clinton and Bush): TALK>Korea deal: U stop weapons, we don’t attack u and give un food and end sanctions.

Military commission act like Latin American Junta—we can now make people disappear (Maher).  Not everyone picked up is a terrorist –most aren’t.  No one, even Barney, Hillary, Schumer say in real extremes you don’t do what need to.

DEM. AGENDA YES! Min. wage. Internationalize Iraq decisions (Summit), fight terror at source (Afghan/Iraq/ Saudi Arabia), Protect SS, enhance Medicare ; competent disaster relief; Corral oil co’s and their tax subsidies; moderate Supreme Court nominees; balance budget, tetool tax cuts to middle and lower income; ethics in govt and honest in any war decision.

