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Two Little Letters Cause A Big Controversy 

White House Correspondent Mark Knoller addresses the "ic" controversy. 
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	(CBS/AP)


Is it really an insult to refer to those now in charge of Congress as the “Democrat majority?” 

Apparently so. Some Democrats took umbrage when Pres. Bush began his State of the Union Address last week by trying to be gracious. 

“Some in this chamber are new to the House and the Senate – and I congratulate the Democrat majority,” he said to a smattering of applause. 

But to some Democrats, dems fightin’ words. They say Mr. Bush should have spoken of the “Democratic” majority. 

By using the word “Democrat,” they say it’s an effort to slight their party by not referring to its proper name. They say it’s a slight that can be traced back to demagogic attacks half-a-century ago by then-Sen. Joe McCarthy, the Wisconsin Republican. 

So I raised the issue this morning at the early briefing known as “the gaggle” by White House spokesman Tony Snow. 

“When we asked the President about it he said "what - aw no – I didn't mean anything by it." 

Snow went on to say it looks to him like “an exercise in looking for offense, rather than a way to work together.” 

He asserts “there was no intentional slight of anyone” and the President’s speech was designed to say “let’s stop committing petty politics...let’s stop looking for silly fights.” 

Mr. Bush isn’t the only one getting complaints on this issue. 

I got an e-mail the other day from Robert Weiner, a Democratic party activist and a one-time official in the Clinton Administration. 

He said he heard a radio report of mine in which I referred to the Democrat Party. 

He told me “it’s a big thing to Democratic folks” not to be referred to in that way. 

He wrote that “Republicans like to make it ‘Democrat’ Party so it sounds harsher – but it’s no more accurate than “Republic” Party. 

C’mon, Bob. That’s a stretch. But to hear Weiner tell it, it’s okay to report that Congress is controlled by Democrats, but its a swipe to call it a Democrat Congress. 

I assured Weiner that I, too, intended no slight. 

And there’s no question it’s better to be the Democrat majority rather than the Democratic minority.
Mon 1/29/2007 11:26 AM

From: Mark Knoller

To: Bob Weiner

FYI
i raised the democrat/democratic issue at the WH Gaggle with Tony Snow this morning - saying some democrats complained that Pres Bush congratulated the Democratic Majority in Congress rather than Democratic Majority.
 

Here are the radio spots i just wrote about it:
 

it bothered some democrats when the president said this in his state of the union speech last week.

BUSH (SOTU, 1/23/07) 008 Some in this chamber are new to the House and the Senate -- and I congratulate the Democrat majority. 

some democrats say mr bush should have said DEMOCRAT-IC majority - and they view the use of "democrat" as an adjective as a slight dating back to the days of Senator Joe McCarthy. wht hs spokesman tony snow says that when he told pres bush about the complaint - he said WHAT??? and that he didn't mean anything by it. 

mk, cbsn, the wht hs

-------------

i'm mk at the wht hs

when pres bush congratulated the democrat majority in congress last week - it got under the skin of some democrats. they say he should have used the phrase democratic majority - and that the way he said it was an insult. Not so says spokesman tony snow. he says no slight was intended by Mr. Bush - who thinks democrats should stop looking for silly fights. 

Mon 1/29/2007 11:41 AM

Accurate and thanks Mark. I thought interesting that the Post and the WH transcript inaccurately put in the “ic” as what he said despite Bush’s typical verbal statement without it.

Tony has a point that there are bigger things to worry about so he and Bush should just say the name properly.  Those Republis can’t get it straight.

Regards,
Bob Weiner
301-283-0821/202-329-1700
(original email:)

From: Robert Weiner [mailto:weinerpublic@comcast.net] 
Sent: Thursday, January 18, 2007 9:31 AM
To: Knoller, Mark
Cc: Deanh@dnc.org; 'Karen Finney'
Subject: "Democratic" not "Democrat" Party
Hi Mark,

It’s a big thing to Democratic folks so it’s the “Democratic” Party, not the “Democrat” Party—heard you say “Democrat” Party in your CBS newscast this morning.  Republicans like to make it “Democrat” Party so it sounds harsher—but it’s no more accurate than “Republi” Party.  There have been discussions and concern about this in our midst so, knowing you do a great job with accuracy (better than just about everyone), wanted to pass this along for future use. Feel free to let any colleagues know too who you happen to talk with.

Hope all is well.

Best Regards,
Bob Weiner
301-283-0821/202-329-1700

Robert S. Weiner, President
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