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EX-WATERGATE STAFFERS WEINER AND LARMETT ASSERT MUKASEY’S 
STATEMENT JUSTICE DEPT. “VASTLY DIFFERENT FROM 35 YEARS AGO” 
IGNORES GONZALES’ PARALLELS TO WATERGATE; 

OPED IN WASHINGTON EXAMINER TODAY
(Washington, DC) – A former Clinton White House Public Affairs Director who worked at the Watergate for the DNC in the 1970’s, Bob Weiner, and John Larmett, a former Senate Legislative Assistant who questioned Haldeman, Ehrlichman, and Dean, are challenging Attorney General nominee Michael Mukasey’s assertion (stated twice in his Rose Garden speech following Bush’s announcement of the nomination) that the Department of Justice “faces challenges vastly different from those we confronted 35 years ago” when he served as assistant U.S. attorney. 
     In an op-ed in today’s Washington Examiner, Weiner and Larmett point out that there are many parallels between the Watergate-era DOJ and the one in 2007 from which Alberto Gonzales just departed – parallels that Mukasey, President Bush’s nominee for Attorney General, must now confront. Weiner and Larmett contend that senators, the media and others must define and sharpen questioning prior to, and during, Mukasey’s Senate confirmation hearings. “DOJ’s own Inspector General has now been forced to announce he is investigating Gonzales – and Mukasey will be bound to heed the findings.”

Weiner and Larmett assert that Gonzales was the most criticized Attorney General since John Mitchell of the Nixon era, “the last attorney general highly scrutinized for illegal actions,” and note that, “Questions remain as to whether Gonzales fostered torture, abridged privacy, and abrogated the Geneva Convention on treatment of detainees.”

     
Weiner and Larmett point to Mitchell’s belief that the government’s need for “law and order” justified restrictions on civil liberties. He advocated the use of wiretaps in national security cases against Vietnam War protestors without a court order and preventive detention of protestors as criminal suspects. Likewise, Gonzales, as White House counsel, wrote a series of memos concerning the treatment of terror suspects, including the use of harsh interrogation techniques and saying that the Geneva Conventions are “obsolete.” Weiner and Larmett point out that Judge Mukasey’s background includes prosecuting the perpetrators of the 1993 World Trade Center bombings and presiding over the trial of “The Blind Sheikh,” while insisting that the defendants have attorneys and due process. “He has the possibility of being balanced,” they contend. 
     
Weiner and Larmett conclude, “John Mitchell is the only Attorney General convicted of illegal activities and imprisoned. Whether or not Gonzales becomes the second, Mukasey…has the opportunity to change the Gonzales legacy of repeating the parallels to Watergate.”

Weiner worked at the Watergate for the Democratic National Committee before serving 16 years on Capitol Hill and six years in the Clinton White House. Larmett questioned Watergate figures Dean, Haldeman, Ehrlichman and McCord while working as an aide to Sen. Gaylord Nelson, D-WI.

