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ANNUL BARRY BONDS’ RECORD AS TRACK DID TO MARION JONES;
RESTORE CAREER HOME RUN RECORD TO HENRY AARON,
SAYS EX-WHITE HOUSE DRUG SPOKESMAN BOB WEINER
(Honolulu, Hawaii)—Robert Weiner, former spokesman for the White House National Drug Policy Office, is calling on major league baseball to annul Barry Bonds’ career home run record and return it to Henry Aaron and his 755 set in 1974.  
Weiner, a delegate to the USA Track and Field annual meeting being in Honolulu, asserted in an article he wrote in today’s Honolulu Star Bulletin: “If Barry Bonds were subject to the rules of track and field—America’s premier Olympic sport --his home run records would be ‘going, going, gone,’ as famed announcer Mel Allen used to say as the ball sailed out.  There would be no asterisk--Bonds’ career record would be annulled. Henry Aaron would be given back his hard-fought 1974 record of 755—and that’s just what baseball should do.”
Weiner continued, “It’s appalling for Bonds to assert, ‘This record is in no way tainted.’  It’s time for baseball to delete the asterisk from Barry Bonds’ records and do what USA Track and Field and the Olympics would do—remove his records altogether.  
“Because of the powerful symbolism of the baseball home run record—like no other--it’s the best way baseball can restore its integrity, and join track and field in sending a loud and clear message for drug-free sport to youth and the nation.”
Weiner points out that Bonds has increased his hat, shoe, and chest sizes by 25% over the last ten years, from ages 33-43, “not exactly a young boy’s growing period.” 
Weiner adds, “After a positive test result, Bonds admitted publicly (Associated Press and ESPN reported January 10 and 11 this year) taking amphetamines but predictably claimed he didn’t know what it was when he got it from a teammate. Baseball did not penalize him.” 

“Before children start taking steroids and HGH, they need to be aware of the real harm and dangerous side effects – from liver and heart disease to cancer to shrunken body parts, hair in wrong places, suicide (congressional hearings interviewed many sad parents) and – ask the family of wrestler Chris Benoit – paranoid, schizophrenic, murderous rages.  
“USA Track and Field’s punishment of at least a two-year ban from competition and results annulment hurts, and it’s given regardless if the illegal users are stars like Olympic quintuple-medalist Marian Jones or 100-meter world record holder Tim Montgomery. USA Track and Field has a ‘zero tolerance’ policy for any performance enhancing drug. 
“Baseball, on the other hand, has a ‘zero action’ policy: do nothing unless boxed into a corner.  The Mitchell investigation underway will provide generalities but no real action – and no unknown names will be named according to the ground rules. The NFL, Hockey, Basketball and Soccer are not much better—the objective of all professional sports seems to hide rather than block and punish drug abuse. It’s time for other sports, sponsors, and the media to step up and help.” 
“It’s been a bad year for high profile sports drug busts—not just Jones and Bonds but Tour de France leader Michael Rasmussen and ex-Wimbledon tennis champion Martina Hingis among many others – but a good year for letting the world know that drugs in sport is unacceptable. Every bust is a message to kids: do not cheat.”

Weiner was spokesman for the White House National Drug Policy Office 1995-2001 and directed White House drug policy media at the Sydney Olympics and WADA media at the Salt Lake Olympics.  He is a masters track runner and delegate to the USATF Convention at the Sheraton Honolulu Nov. 28-Dec. 2.
(Source: Robert Weiner Associates)
