GEN. BARRY MCCAFFREY, AT WEST VIRGINIA HOUSE CHAMBER, STATE CAPITOL

February 14, 2008

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

· I want to congratulate Substance Abuse Treatment Advocacy in Action Day Host: The West Virginia Association of Treatment Professionals (WVAADC): Russ Taylor, President; Susan Coyer, Past President; and Joe Deegan, Chair of Public Policy.
· Forum Hosts:  

· House Health Committee (Chair Don Purdue, Vice Chair Barbara Hatfield, Minority members Larry Border and Ray Canterbury);   

· House Judiciary Committee (Chair Carrie Webster, Vice Chair Bill Proudfoot, Minority members John Ellem and John Overington); 

· Senate Health Committee (Chair Roman Prezioso and Vice Chair Ron Stollings); and 

· Senate Judiciary Committee (Chair Jeff Kessler – deep condolences on the death of his brother this week.  The Committee and he are also represented by Vice Chair Mike Oliverio.)
· Senate Minority Leader Don Caruth
· Also recognize Governor Joe Manchin; and 

· WV Dept of Health and Human Resources (DHHR) leaders Martha Yeager Walker, Secretary; John Bianconi, Commissioner; Sheila Kelly, Assist. Commissioner; Commissioners Marsha Morris, and Jason Najmulski;  and other leaders including Steve Mason, Merritt Moore, Rose Lowther-Berman.
· Raymona Kinneberg, Legislative Organizer.

· CRC Health Group is proud to be a Co-Host.  I am proud to join Dr. Barry Karlin and his team here today.
THE SCOPE OF THE PROBLEM

· 21 million in America, and 142,000 IN WVA, NEED BUT DO NOT RECEIVE TREATMENT for alcoholism or drug abuse, according to SAMHSA. This “treatment gap” is a national tragedy which we can do a lot about.
· In addition, teen abuse of addictive prescription drugs has more than tripled the past five years—and opiates like OxyContin have become “the new heroin”.
· Methamphetamine and Club Drugs, in addition to marijuana remain huge problems.

· Alcohol remains the most abused drug in America and in West Virginia.

· Untreated addiction costs America over $400 billion each year.

ACTIONS AND SOLUTIONS

· West Virginia Advocacy Action Day is spotlighting the need for additional drug and alcohol treatment, conducted safely and effectively. 

· I Commend the Governor, the state Department of Health and Human resources, and the state’s House and Senate for recognizing the problem and taking positive actions, including providing funding to supplement federal block grants and working to assure that medications are not diverted from the people who need treatment.

· I also congratulate WVAADC’s and its parent NAADAC for its Legislative Agenda.  You are the heart and soul of solutions to this national, state, and local problem.  You have properly advocated for solutions which work:
· Adequate funding for drug and alcohol treatment. 

· Treatment as part of perinatal health. 
DRUG TREATMENT REDUCES CRIME

· WVAADC is right to press for treatment for criminal offenders in the correctional system including DUI offenders.  Nationally, 67% of all arrestees for all offenses test positive for illicit drugs.  There is a huge link between drugs and crime. 
· Drug Courts are a real plus.  There are three large ones, in Mercer County, Wood County, and the Northern Panhandle, and 7 more are slated to take off this year.  When I was Drug Czar we started with 12 in the whole country and grew the program to 1200; now there are over 2000 nationally.  This is an idea whose time has come.  If you can keep people out of prison and in treatment and productive lives, what a benefit to the individual and the community.
PARITY—CONGRATULATIONS TO WEST VIRGINIA
· WVAADC has long called for Parity for drug treatment parallel to other diseases in federal and state law.  

· Congratulations to WVA for enacting a national model state parity law—a wonderful achievement. We need a similar national law.  Senator Wellstone had pressed for it before he died, and the Congress is now considering it.
METHADONE SAVES LIVES 

· We must expand appropriate use of methadone to allow productive lives without crime.  

· Methadone has often been maligned yet is the most successful treatment method in history.  It is the most researched treatment regimen in the world with over 40 years of study, and as each provider in the audience knows, it is and must be outcome driven.  It has given hundreds of thousands of Americans an opportunity to rebuild their lives and families, restored jobs, and allowed educations to be completed.  It is the gold standard for treatment of opiate addiction.
· Angela Wagner, CRC’s Regional Director for all seven facilities in West Virginia, told me that a Charleston Treatment Center patient even recently passed the bar exam.  Every successful treatment story gives the individual enormous pride, and that’s what allows a productive ongoing life that benefits the community.
· We advocate increased training of doctors to avoid diversion and misuse of medications by patients.
· CRC is coordinating a poster campaign starting Thursday for community education to assist in the safe use of methadone, helping to assure that methadone does what it is designed to do and has done so well without abuse and diversion.

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
· Addiction professionals are on the front lines of American addiction policy.

· 5,000 new addiction professionals need to enter the field each year simply to replace those leaving the profession (according to the Lewin Group study and NAADAC).  The pay is often low, and the work is demanding.  So the job description doesn’t always entice new blood!
· Loan repayment programs and scholarships are effective ways to encourage people to enter the addiction treatment professions.

REDUCE STIGMA against Those with Addiction
· Addiction is a brain disease, not a moral failing.

· Treatment for addiction is as or more effective as treatment for other chronic diseases, such as high-blood pressure or diabetes.

· Millions of Americans are in long-term recovery from addiction.
· The government should remove discrimination against people with addiction because stigma prevents people who need it from seeking treatment, to the detriment of the individual, their family, and their employer
*** CALL FOR HELP! ***
· CALL FOR HELP FOR YOU OR LOVED ONE OR FRIEND:  
304-344-5924 (Charleston Treatment Center); 
Or 866-540-5240 if outside local area (National Resource Center will refer you to outstanding treatment organizations in your local area.  

Regardless of where you go, please get help.
