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Opinion—“Campaign Stops”

“FEAR FACTOR” and Iraq
· The economic fear Ron Klain talks about (“Fear Factor”, March 23) has already been exploited by both Bush and McCain. Al Qaeda has succeeded in a main objective of its manifesto–disrupting the U.S. economy by deflecting us into and keeping us in Iraq, when they actually center their planning and training in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia. 
When President Bush and Senator McCain pushed us into and surged us further into an extended Iraq war to fight the insurgency there that both have blurred as “al Qaeda” when it is primarily civil strife, they have cost America $12 billion a month–now almost a trillion dollars total–that has fueled our deficit, allowed the fear of oil supplies that has helped triple those prices, and helped created the shortage of funds at home that has devalued housing prices, credit, and the dollar as a whole. Yet all Bush and McCain talk about is continued involvement in–and therefore spending on—Iraq, because America will not be safe unless we do. That is abuse of fear.

Sincerely,
Robert S. Weiner, former Clinton White House staff and former spokesman, U.S. House Government Operations Committee (now president, Robert  Weiner Associates Public Affairs and Issues Strategies) 
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