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QUESTION (Robert Weiner): Mr. Leader, you’ve been devoted to Congress and government your whole life. Despite the many bipartisan bills of the last Congress and the polls now with high support and hope for Obama, those numbers are the opposite of the 12 percent to 23 percent favorable ratings for Congress, lower than Bush and the lowest in history. If the Republicans continue to obstruct and claim one-party rule, which is pretty predictable, what can you and the leadership do to restore respect for Congress so it’s not just a legislative grinder, but an institution respected by Americans? 

MAJORITY LEADER HOYER: Well, of course, let me, first of all, observe why I think the numbers for Congress are so low. There was, of course, a contradiction in the numbers, as well. Those contradictions I’ve discussed with a number of members of the press. 

First, the numbers are low for Congress. Secondly, the numbers to have Democrats running the Congress were high, relatively speaking, in the polling data prior to the election. 

We have now done something that’s historic, hasn’t been done since 1932, and that is expand our majority in two elections in a row to now over 50 new members in the last two elections. 

That is an historic accomplishment; with it is an historic responsibility. 

We will restore the numbers for Congress generically, which does not have generic support. There are -- nobody going around and saying, “I love the Congress.”

And as a matter of fact, people are inundated in every congressional district with ads that say specifically the opposite, “I’m going it reform Congress; I’m going to make Congress better; we’re going to restore integrity to Congress.” Both sides do that, and the people watch these ads, and they take it for granted that what they mean is Congress is not so hot. 

The way we will restore that is action, accomplishment. We have now the context in which that can be done. We have a Democratic president and a Democratic Congress who largely agree on the directions that we ought to go. 

If, in fact, we effect that change, then I think the country will reflect the respect -- a restored respect for Congress as a result of its product. 

What I think the low numbers reflect is the fact that America believes that the country is going in the wrong direction. The election reflected the affirmation of that polling data. And, as a result, they looked to the policymakers -- that is, the Congress of the United States -- as not doing its job. They were largely correct in that. 

Not that we didn’t do our job -- that is to say, in the House of Representatives, we passed most -- almost all of the legislation that we said we wanted to pass dealing with the economy, dealing with fiscal responsibility, dealing with energy, dealing with restoring our economy.

But we fell too often on the shoals of obstructionism and the failure to get 40 votes in the United States Senate. I’m hopeful that, whatever the number is in the United States Senate, 56, 57, 58, 59 -- 60, I suppose, is possible, mathematically, probably not probable -- that we will pick up a number of Republicans who themselves will want to see action after having reached consensus. 

I think that’s possible and hope that will happen. And I think the numbers will improve if we produce product that make the country feel better and be better. 

