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NAATP 2009: GENERAL BARRY MCCAFFREY OFFERS STRATEGIES FOR ADDICTION TREATMENT LEADERS TO INFLUENCE PUBLIC POLICY ON HEALTH REFORM
By Robin Jay
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Addiction treatment leaders gathered from across the country this week at the 2009 NAATP National Leadership Conference, culminating with an inspirational and strategic closing keynote address by Four-Star General Barry R. McCaffrey (Retired). The country’s former Drug Czar and now Adjunct Professor at West Point encouraged experts in the addiction treatment industry to play an active role in shaping public policy to ensure drug treatment is part of national health insurance reform. 

“The movement for national health reform is now growing and inevitable – as early as a July vote in the House and a vote later this summer by the Senate – so we must act quickly to make certain that drug treatment is part of national health insurance reforms,” said General McCaffrey, a national media expert on counter-terrorism, national security and drug policy, as well as senior advisor to CRC Health Group, the nation’s largest chemical dependency treatment provider. “Health and Human Services statistics indicate 23 million Americans are chronic substance abusers, but less than four million now get treatment, leaving a national treatment gap of 19 million. This is an intolerable national and local treatment gap. We know that addiction treatment therapies have a better success rate than cancer therapies, and it’s time that message gets out.”

The General pointed out that President Obama has successfully built a discussion consensus on all sides of the health care debate – including formerly resistant parties – so that the pharmaceutical, hospital and insurance industries are all now at the table. One of the motivating factors, he says, is the cost of healthcare in a depressed economy. “The automobile companies want change because they are struggling – they are paying $1200 for every car for health insurance for their workers. When American businesses began to realize they need the help from above, and when the economy crashed, it changed the dynamic. So there will of course still be resistance, but we in the treatment field had all better be ready to play on this table because health insurance reform is coming.”

General McCaffrey emphasized that it’s vital for addiction treatment leaders to call and meet with their respective senators and congressional representatives, to tell them that drug treatment "is an idea whose time has come, and one which we need now." When working to help shape public policy, General McCaffrey offered addiction treatment leaders these strategic guidelines:

· Shape health care policy arguments based on logic-merit-principle. Do not anticipate what the politics will allow. (Colin Powell)
· Write the concept paper – own the argument. (If your spouse can’t follow the jargon – it will not work on Congress and the media.)

· Talk about the policy – control the budget.

· Trick the senior policy officials into reading your work.

· Form inter-agency teams at the career professional level.

· Work the media with experts – the people have a right to know.

· Work the Congress and staff – do not hide until end game.

“We have a wonderful launch pad in the parity legislation that became law last year, but the new law does not say that all health plans must provide treatment, so we have further to go. And even if we get treatment in national health insurance, it will not necessarily be to the standards we all adhere, unless we work with legislators to make sure those standards are included.”

When General McCaffrey was the Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, he got the Administration and the Congress to agree to make parity mandatory for all federal employees in 2000. “Now we must take both last year’s bill for the private sector, and our earlier executive order for federal employees, and make parity the law of the land for all health insurance. Doing so will take a giant bite out of the national substance abuse treatment gap, and will be good for our country and for our economy.”

At the NAATP National Leadership Conference, it was announced the association has formed the NAATP Political Action Committee (NAATPPAC), not only to support candidates who understand addiction treatment issues, but also to form a powerful collective voice that demonstrates the strength of NAATP. For information about NAATPPAC or to make a contribution, write to Ed Diel, NAATP Political Action Committee Chair, at 313 W. Liberty Street, Suite 129, Lancaster, PA 17603.

Link to original article: http://www.bhcjournal.com/default.aspx?articleId=26712&tabid=252
To listen to General Barry McCaffrey’s interview, click here.
To view the Powerpoint presentation which accompanied Gen. McCaffrey's talk, click here.
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Wednesday, May 20, 2009

Former drug czar McCaffrey sees heroin risk to soldiers in Afghanistan

By ANDREW ABRAMSON
PALM BEACH GARDENS — Destroy opium plants, or U.S. soldiers will continue to abuse heroin and terrorism will continue to thrive in Afghanistan. That's the message from former U.S. drug czar, Gen. Barry McCaffrey, who was Wednesday's keynote speaker at a conference for the National Association of Addiction Treatment Providers at PGA National Resort.

McCaffrey, a retired four-star general who served as the nation's drug czar under President Clinton, believes that drug abuse among soldiers has doubled in the last four years. As the United States shifts its war from Iraq to Afghanistan, McCaffrey fears that heroin use will continue to rise.

"I know there are 9,000 metric tons of opium raised every year in Afghanistan, and I'd be astonished if we don't see soldiers who find 10 kilograms of heroin and pack it up in a birthday cake and send it home to their mother with a note that says, 'Don't open this package until I'm home,'" McCaffrey said. "That's one thing that's going to happen.

"The second thing is (soldiers) are going to stick it up their nose and like it."

McCaffrey believes the solution is to eradicate opium plants in Afghanistan. Opium production, he said, is directly linked to the Taliban.

"If you don't separate opium production money from the terrorism problem, the warlords, the criminals, you can't build a nation-state in Afghanistan, period," he said.

McCaffrey's speech focused on national health care reform, and the need for drug treatment to be a major part of it.

"Health care reform is going to happen in the next 24 months," McCaffrey said.

"There are 24 million Americans who are chronic substance abusers, but less than 4 million now get treatment. Right here in this state, 1.5 million Floridians lack treatment."

McCaffrey said he doesn't support the legalization of marijuana, and he doesn't want to stop funding the war on drugs. However, he said it's crucial to rehabilitate and treat drug users, including those abusers in prison.

"What the chamber of commerce will have you have believe is that it's only poor people abusing drugs," McCaffrey said. "Well it's also anesthesiologists, ICU nurses, healthcare providers.

"It's the single biggest problem in America."
Link to original article: http://www.palmbeachpost.com/localnews/content/local_news/epaper/2009/05/20/drugspeech0521.html
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LIVE In-Studio Interview of General McCaffrey on NBC 5 WPTV
May 20, 2009

WEST PALM BEACH, FL -- There's a new warning today from a group of U.S. and Russian scientists that Iran has the capability to produce a nuclear device within three years.

That caught the attention of the White House and Retired General Barry McCaffrey, NBC's national security and terrorism analyst, and former commander of U.S. Armed Forces Southern Command. McCaffrey is concerned about what this threat may present to the U.S. and the oil-producing nations in the Middle East.

"What we need to worry about is ending up with a nuclear-armed Iran with Persian Shiia nuclear devices, which will then trigger proliferation in the Saudi/Arab world," he said.  "That's the bottom line.  In the short-run, it's not much of a threat to the U.S. but it has a huge impact on the oil-producing region of the world."  
      
McCaffrey, who's is also a former White House Drug Czar, is in South Florida for the National Association of Addiction Treatment Professionals national conference, where he will deliver a keynote address and call for drug treatment to be part of national health insurance.
Link to video of interview: (NAATP/CRC portion begins at 4 min. mark)
http://www.wptv.com/news/local/story/Irans-nuclear-threat-causes-concern/JD7Zjr4H_kOz7rolSX87pw.cspx?articleID=12579
Link to article: http://www.wptv.com/news/local/story/Irans-nuclear-threat-causes-concern/JD7Zjr4H_kOz7rolSX87pw.cspx
Press Release: 
For Immediate Release: May 19, 2009

Contact: Bob Weiner/Rebecca Vander Linde 301-283-0821/202-329-1700

4-STAR GEN. BARRY MCCAFFREY TO BE FEATURED SPEAKER AT PALM BEACH, FLA 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DRUG & ALCOHOL ADDICTION TREATMENT PROVIDERS; 
WILL URGE DRUG TREATMENT BE PART OF NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE REFORMS

WED., MAY 20, 10:45 AM, PGA NATIONAL RESORT, PALM BEACH GARDENS

23 MILLION CHRONIC ABUSERS NATIONWIDE BUT ONLY 4 MILLION GET TREATMENT; 
1.5 MILLION FLORIDIANS LACK TREATMENT

(Palm Beach, FL) – Four-Star Gen. Barry R. McCaffrey (Ret), the country’s Drug Czar from 1996-2001 and now Adjunct Professor at West Point and a national media expert on counter-terrorism, national security, and drug policy, will be the featured speaker at the Palm Beach, Florida national leadership conference of drug and alcohol treatment providers on Wednesday, May 20.  350 experts and leaders in the field will be attending the 2009 National Association of Addiction Treatment Providers annual conference.

McCaffrey will urge that drug treatment be part of national health insurance reforms.  He pointed to HHS statistics indicating that 23 million Americans are chronic substance abusers but less than four million now get treatment. 1.5 million Floridians lack treatment. “There is an intolerable national and local treatment gap which costs deeply in lives, job performance, crime, high school and college dropout rates, families staying together, and additional illnesses,” General McCaffrey stated.

McCaffrey’s speech is at 10:45 AM on Wednesday, May 20.  The event is at the PGA National Resort and Spa, 400 Avenue of Champions, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418.  General McCaffrey will speak on Public Policy and Addiction Treatment, and will address “Health Care Reform and the Place for Addiction Treatment.” Ronald J. Hunsicker is President and CEO of NAATP and M. Linda Bell, CEO of Bellwood Health Services, is 2009 Conference Chair.

General McCaffrey was Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) 1996-2001. He was confirmed by unanimous vote of the U.S. Senate on 29 February 1996.  He served as a member of the President’s Cabinet and the National Security Council for drug-related issues.  As Director, McCaffrey certified the $19.2 billion federal drug control budget and developed the U.S. National Drug Control Strategy. McCaffrey now serves on the board of CRC Health Group, the nation’s largest substance abuse treatment provider.


Prior to confirmation as the National Drug Policy Director, Gen. McCaffrey was the Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. Armed Forces Southern Command coordinating national security operations in Latin America.  During his military career, he served overseas for thirteen years, which included four combat tours including Iraq and Vietnam.  He led the “Left Hook” in Operation Desert Storm.  

Source: Robert Weiner Associates 301-283-0821/202-329-1700
Link to release: http://weinerpublic.com/McCaffrey_NAATP_release_May_20_2009.doc 
More than parity: Insurance reform must include addiction


By Gen. Barry McCaffrey


Below is an excerpt from the opening speech made at the annual conference of the National Association of Addiction Treatment Providers in Palm Beach last week. Gen. Barry McCaffrey, former director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, is on the board of CRC Health Group.





I want to begin by saying that the movement for national health reform is now growing and inevitable, and we must make certain that drug treatment is part of national health insurance reforms! 


HHS statistics indicate 23 million Americans are chronic substance abusers but less than 4 million now get treatment — leaving a national treatment gap of 19 million. Right here in this state, 1.5 million Floridians lack treatment. 


This is an intolerable national and local treatment gap which creates misery in lost lives, poor job performance, crime and high prison rates, school dropout rates, families failing to stay together, and hospitalization and serious illnesses.


The President has successfully built a discussion consensus on all sides on the health care debate — including formerly resistant parties — so that the pharmaceutical, hospital, and insurance industries are all now at the table. One of the motivating factors is the cost of health care in a depressed economy. The automobile companies want change because they are struggling — and they are paying $1200 for every car for health insurance for their workers. When American businesses began to realize they need the help from above, and when the economy crashed, it changed the dynamic. 


We in the treatment field had all better be ready to play on this table. We have a wonderful launch pad in the parity legislation that passed the Congress and became law last year. The new law requires health plans that provide substance abuse treatment to provide it to the same degree as physical health benefits. 


But the new law did NOT say that all health plans MUST provide treatment — so we have further to go.


And even if we get treatment in national health insurance, it will not necessarily be to the standards we all adhere — unless we work with legislators to make sure those standards are included. 


We have outstanding new leadership at the national level — a new “Drug Czar”, Gil Kerlikowske, the former Seattle Police Chief, and the new Deputy ONDCP Director, Tom McLellan, who are both committed to expanding drug treatment as a health care tool as well as an anti-crime tool. Together with President Obama and new HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, with the train moving forward fast toward health care reform and with all the hearings and discussions about to occur, there has never been a better opportunity to dramatically reduce the drug treatment gap which has unfortunately stayed constant for decades.


But we must move quickly. With all of us in this room, we probably have about every state and most congressional districts represented. Call and meet with your senators and congressmen and women. Tell him or her that drug treatment is an idea whose time has come, and one which we need now as we all move forward together.








