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NATIONWIDE COLLEGE TUITION FREEZE COULD RESTORE U.S. TO #1, SAY EX-WHITE HOUSE AIDE BOB WEINER AND ZOE PAGONIS; 

NOW SHOCKING 11TH IN  WORLD IN RECENT GRADUATIONS 
(Washington, DC) – “We were number one in 1992. Now the United States ranks fourth in the world for college completion, with only 39 percent of Americans holding degrees, and a shocking 11th in the world for recent graduates 25-34,” say former Clinton White House and congressional senior staff member Bob Weiner and Policy Analyst Zoe Pagonis. “Other nations are rapidly passing us by because our students can’t afford college.”

In a column in today’s New Jersey Star Ledger, New Jersey’s largest paper, Weiner and Pagonis advocate a “nationwide college tuition freeze” that “could restore the U.S. to #1.”

In the oped, “Don’t Just Cap College Tuitions – Freeze Them,” Weiner, and Pagonis contend, “Tuitions have risen so fast that we have reached a point where, for many, the debt is not worth the degree. The average annual cost of going to a four-year public college is more than double what it was in 2000 and more than quadruple 1982.  This September, students in 35 states will find higher tuition.” 
“It is time for Congress and individual states to adopt the model of Maryland, where public college tuition costs have been frozen since 2006,” say Weiner and Pagonis 

 
“Approximately $800 million could pay for a tuition freeze at every public institution across the nation, increase attendance and reduce student debt.”
“It comes down to dollars for degrees — at least as important as cash for clunkers.  Without a freeze, additional students will postpone or forfeit going to college.”

 “When Congress comes back to session after the August recess, it could amend the Student Aid Act of House Education Committee Chairman George Miller (D-CA), already set for floor action, by directing $800 million dollars from $10 billion of savings now going back to the Treasury--- for a nationwide tuition freeze.“ 
Weiner and Pagonis conclude, “There is currently no national policy of a tuition freeze; a few states have implemented one. A national tuition freeze could enable America to reclaim number one for higher education completion — and maybe other countries will stop beating us in innovation and productivity.”
Article in Star Ledger hard copy and online:  http://blog.nj.com/njv_guest_blog/2009/08/dont_just_cap_college_tuitions.html
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