- 2 -

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 30, 2009

McCaffrey Press Contact: Bob Weiner or Rebecca Vander Linde, 301-283-0821/202-306-1200

PROMINENT AMERICAN VETERANS TO VISIT VIETNAM JANUARY 11-17; FOUR-STAR GENERAL BARRY R. MCCAFFREY (Ret) TO LEAD DELEGATION JOINED BY NBA’S SAN ANTONIO SPURS OWNER PETER M. HOLT AND VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL FOUNDER JAN SCRUGGS

WASHINGTON, DC — More than a dozen U.S. war veterans and their families will be traveling to Vietnam next month as part of a humanitarian delegation to experience the country’s history and culture and to learn more about the deadly remnants of the Vietnam War that continue to impact its people, announced Jan C. Scruggs, president and founder of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (VVMF).

Gen. Barry R. McCaffrey, USA (Ret.), former director of drug control policy under President Bill Clinton, now national security and terrorism media analyst and West Point adjunct professor, will be leading the delegation. joined by Scruggs and Peter M. Holt, owner of the National Basketball Association’s (NBA) San Antonio Spurs. Gen. McCaffrey and Holt will be returning to Vietnam after serving there with the U.S. Army more than 30 years ago. Scruggs, who also served with U.S. Army in Vietnam, has been leading VVMF delegations to the Southeast Asian country since 2000.

Gen. McCaffrey, of Arlington, Va., served in the U.S. Army for 32 years and retired as a four-star general. He has been awarded three Purple Heart medals received in his four combat tours, as well as two Distinguished Service Crosses, the U.S.’s second-highest award for valor. He also was twice awarded the Silver Star for valor. A 1964 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, Gen. McCaffrey served from 2001-2005 as the Bradley Distinguished Professor of International Security Studies there. He continues as an adjunct professor of International Affairs at West Point.

Gen. McCaffrey currently is president of BR McCaffrey Associates LLC, a consulting firm that provides strategic, analytic, and advocacy services to businesses, nonprofits, governments and international organizations. He also chairs VVMF’s Advisory Board for the Education Center at The Wall. Gen. McCaffrey will be giving a presentation on “Strategic Challenges Facing the Global Community” to Vietnamese officials and university students Jan. 12 in Hanoi. 
Holt, of San Antonio, Texas, is the CEO of Holt Companies, whose holdings include the largest Caterpillar dealership in the U.S. He also owns several professional sports teams. Holt serves as VVMF’s chairman of the Campaign to Build The Education Center at The Wall, an underground learning facility being built on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. near the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. He was recently named Texan of the Year for 2010 by the Texas Legislative Conference.

The VVMF delegation includes American war veterans and their families as well as other individuals with loved ones honored on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Delegates hail from the Washington, D.C. area, Delaware, Florida, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania and Rhode Island. Nearly 30 people will be traveling as part of the group.

Jan. 11-17: American Veterans To Visit Vietnam
The trip begins Jan. 11 in Hanoi with stops in Hue, Quang Tri and DaNang before departing Jan. 17 from Ho Chi Minh City. It will include meetings and events with Vietnamese and U.S. officials, Vietnam war veterans and a visit to Project RENEW, VVMF’s mine-education and mine-remediation program operating in Quang Tri Province. (cont’d…)
Project RENEW is charged with Preserving the Environment and Neutralizing the Effects of War. It focuses on the identification and removal of explosive remnants of war (ERW) by trained explosive ordnance disposal teams; educational campaigns designed to teach people about the dangers of ERW; medical-assistance programs, including prosthetic care; and income-generation efforts to help ERW victims and their families earn a living. VVMF, in conjunction with the Quang Tri Province People’s Committee, launched Project RENEW in 2001.

More than 350,000 tons of ERW continue to litter Vietnam more than 30 years after the conclusion of the Vietnam War. These munitions have resulted in hundreds of people being injured or killed each year.

Established in 1979, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund is dedicated to preserving the legacy of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C., promoting healing and educating about the impact of the Vietnam War. Authorized by Congress, its most recent initiative is building The Education Center at The Wall, an underground facility near the Memorial that is designed to add faces to all the names on The Wall and tell their stories. Other Memorial Fund initiatives include educational programs for students and teachers, a traveling Wall replica that honors our nation’s veterans and a humanitarian and mine-action program in Vietnam.
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