NPC Chris Van Hollen Newsmaker -- August 27, 2010

Introduction by Bob Weiner
Welcome to the National Press Club, the nation’s leading organization for journalists.  For information on the National Press Club, go on the Internet to www.press.org.

I’m Bob Weiner, a member of the National Press Club Newsmakers Committee.  Today’s Newsmaker is  Representative Chris Van Hollen, who represents Maryland’s 8th District and is chairman of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee.  He will provide an update on the 2010 election and issues from the Democratic perspective.  A Newsmakers Committee note—The Club is now also working up a date for Representative Pete Sessions of Texas’32nd district, Chair of the National Republican Congressional Committee, to present his side of the issue, as well as the traditional joint luncheon discussion by both Mr. Van Hollen and Mr. Sessions.
  As the Democratic Party’s Congressional Campaign Chair, as well as Assistant to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Cong. Van Hollen will discuss why he believes Democrats deserve to win the off-year elections and how they plan to do it, the legislative agenda as passed so far, and pending action. He is also the author of legislation, the Disclose Act, to correct what he views as the error of the Supreme Court’s allowance of corporate and special interest buying of campaign ads. 
Perhaps more than anyone else, Congressman Van Hollen, can provide insight into the “message war” of what is in his view accurate versus wrongly perceived, as well as election strategy and the fluctuating opinion polls.  
He is also a member of the powerful Ways and Means Committee and the Committee on Oversight and Reform (my old committee as a staffer), is Vice Chairman of the House Renewable Energy Caucus, and Vice Chairman of the Democratic Task Force on Budget and Tax Policy. He is the Renaissance man in his breath of knowledge, which is probably why Speaker Pelosi gave him the unique and historic double role of congressional campaign Chair and her overall assistant including on legislation and policy.
The Baltimore Sun and Roll Call labeled Van Hollen a “rising star,” and the Washington Post earlier this month called him “fast rising.”  Yes, it was only 2002 that Chris was elected to Congress, beating some powerful and high profile Democratic competitors.  In the last two cycles, 2006 and 2008, he helped Democrats gain 50 seats. 
Congressman Van Hollen is at the center of the storm.  As Candy Crowley of CNN said Sunday, “All eyes are on the House.”(unquote)  
If Democrats retain control, he will deservedly reap much of the credit.  And if they don’t, well…
Following Cong. Van Hollen’s presentation, the floor will be open to questions.  This is a traditional news conference but we will have a wireless mike that Rebecca Vanderlinde (raise hand) will give to each questioner that we call on so that people watching on C-Span and the other media covering today do not heave a deadly silence during questions.  When you have the mike, please say your name, organization, and then your question.
Many thanks for organizing today’s event to Chris’s staff—Bridget Frey and Maria Apud, DCCC Staff—Jennifer Crider and Sarah Fuchs, my company staff—Gavriel Swerling and Varun Saxena, and my wife Pat.  We also want to thank National Press Club President Alan Bjierga and Newsmakers Committee Chair Tejinder Singh for jumping through many hoops to make sure today’s event happened as part of the Club’s election coverage, and Club staff Joanne Booze for arranging the logistics.
The National Press Club is honored to present Congressman… Chris… Van… Hollen. 

