
 
Key Votes Since 1935 Charting Bipartisanship And Its Demise 

Pre “Contract with America” – Landmark legislation that makes significant contributions to 
the lives of Americans receives bipartisanship support:

Social Security Act (1935): Perhaps the most e�ective bill to come out of the New Deal. 
Provided an important safety net for the elderly, poor, unemployed and young.

Civil Rights Act (1964): One of the most significant pieces of legislation in our country’s 
history prohibited racial discrimination in public facilities, government, and employment.
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Medicare and Medicaid (1965): This controversial legislation provided health insurance for 
those over 65 and for poor families.
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SENATE passed 70-24
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Post “Contract With America”- Major legislation passes without bipartisan support, aside 
from the “Reagan Democrats.”

Economic Recovery Tax Cut (1981): The bill, also known as the 1981 Reagan Tax Cuts, 
reduced marginal income tax rates to provide incentives for small businesses and saving. 
Many Democrats who voted for the measure were referred to as “Reagan Democrats.”
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Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act (2001): Also known as the Bush Tax 
Cuts, the bill outlined a 10 year, 1.35 trillion tax cut. 
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SENATE passed  58-33

HOUSE passed 240-154 (1 independent)

Health Care Reform (2010): The sweeping health care reform bill expanded Medicaid 
eligibility, gave incentives for small businesses to provide healthcare, and provided money 
for medical research. 
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Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act (2010): This massive piece was the 
largest change to financial regulation since the Great Depression.
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