ELECTION POINTS BY BOB WEINER 2010 November 2, 2010 
What's lost and not being reported is the REBUKE of the Tea Party as extreme right which America rejected - - those extreme candidates are why Reid and Coons won over Angle and O'Donnell in the Senate and quite likely why Democrats kept the Senate.  So because of the economy -- 9.6% unemployment -- Americans (again) voted for change (in the House) but not "extreme" change, and they want the parties and the chambers and the President to work together.

Mostly won't happen. Obama will win again in 2012 and Democrats have excellent chance of recapturing the House.
· R’s 7% less favorable than D’s and BOTH 10-20% less than Obama

· Pelosi to me 2006: “We stopped” R’s privatizing Social Security – “We won on that.”  
· Now we will have to do it again.

· When D’s last in minority before 2006, entire agenda was retrenchment against Republicans cutting people’s benefits while also doing rich tax cuts.  After 6 years with Clinton, my first 6 months of 2001, I was in Bush admin and had to hide under my desk while they pushed rich tax breaks. 

· Next 2 years will be battle to the death between Palin and Romney…  Who is Republican leader—Palin?  Boehner?  McConnell?  Romney?  Steele?

· Axelrod at meeting yesterday 25 Dem consultants/talkers and DNC strategists… Realizes not able to push as broadly with Repub gains in Congress BUT will remain firm in objectives, and believes and understood had 1st 20 months to move major agenda: 

· Rescued financial structure; Wall Street reform and consumer financial protection including credit card co. abuses; stopped student loans from being run by mercenaries and vast expansion of Pell grants; forced health insurance to cover pre-existing conditions, lifetime regardless of sick, missing drug costs for seniors, young people through 26 on parents policies; veterans health and caregivers; OUT of Iraq; timeline in Afghanistan; foreign policy from reason, not impulse.

· Supreme Court Citizens United 5-4 Ruling = $4 BILLION election with secret corporate and foreign money

· AGENDA (Starting in Lame Duck session): tax breaks for middle, but not richest 2%-- 3X more benefit to economy than rich cuts. 

· Out of Iraq, Scale back Afghanistan as realize Karzai corrupt
· PROTECT Health reform, Wall Street Reform, Social Security, Medicare, EPA from Republican destructive tactics;  Electric Cars and alternate energy (possible R Compromise)

· Compromise with R’s?  Will try but last 2 years meeting after meeting after meeting, caucuses, etc. and 160 health care amendments including tax cuts—and then R’s lied and said no compromise efforts.  What different now?  Asked President’s Pollster—what is different is R’s now have governing co-responsibility and Obama and D Congress members can blast them if they only obstruct.  Gingrich tried a shutdown and soon cost him his Speakership…. Had to let Hastert take over.

· TEA PARTY EXTREMISTS will remain Republican albatross—cost them the senate (O’Donnell, Reid, others).  
· NEVADA Latinos early voting MORE THAN ALL 2006  when were 67% D, this year 80% D because of R anti-immigrant rhetoric.

· Tea Party Positions: 
Angle @Church Oct. 10 Ban Divorce as “wicked way”, SS “, Medicare”, Dept of Ed “, EPA “;  Wall Street collapsed because too much reg; BP spill “. But she’s not a witch – Oh that was O’Donnell.  And Rand Paul—no protection against restaurants who want to discriminate on race, is “private” matter.

· MCCONNELL: #1 Goal next 2 yrs to block Obama reelection.  What about issues????  Boehner last week on Obama’s agenda: “We’re going to do everything to kill it, stop it, slow it down.”
· JOHN STEWART GOT IT RIGHT: Need to “restore sanity”—200,000+ people at rally Saturday.

· DISGRACE of the Media’s pre-judging and pre-calling the election

· HEALTH CARE: actually 75-25—people LIKE the specific provisions and yes country split 50-50 but half the 50 against is because didn’t go far ENOUGH—wanted single payer or Medicare buy-in.
· POTUS 1PM WH News Conf Tomorrow (WED).  Message: “Come together”—play the Beatles song.
