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TITLE, TONE AND SUBSTANCE OF REPUBLICAN “JOB KILLER” HEALTH REPEAL BILL WRONG IN WAKE OF ARIZONA TRAGEDY, BOB WEINER SAYS ON FOX;
Republicans’ Exclusion of CBO statistics is “Cynical and costly ploy against the national budget and debt they claim they want to reduce”
(Washington, DC)— The title, tone, and substance of the Republican “JOB KILLER” Health Repeal Bill are “wrong in the wake of the Arizona tragedy,” national Democratic strategist and former White House and congressional senior staff Robert Weiner said this morning in an interview on Fox TV News “Fox and Friends”.

Weiner added, “It’s wrong that the Republicans would use that tone and “Job Killer” should be deleted from the title.  There were 160 –yes 160—Republican amendments included in the health bill, mostly tax breaks for small businesses to help small businesses hire. The bill will create 300,000 jobs.

“It’s impossible for them to attack the provisions actually in the bill—including no block for pre-existing conditions, ending the donut hole so seniors get full drug coverage, keeping your children on your plan through age 26, lifetime coverage with no arbitrary ceiling, and preventive care.”
Weiner added in a statement today: 

“Our three interns told me they’d all lose health coverage if the bill is repealed. Republicans want to repeal the entirety of the bill but that’s because while it’s easy to say “Socialist,” the bill actually drives down the middle, a la former Republican leader Bob Dole’s proposal, and expands insurance through the private sector.

“Just yesterday (Sunday) on “Fox and Friends”, near the time slot I was on, a Michigan county executive told how his county is “unique” by providing preventive care including regular annual checkups and incentives for healthy living, and he said as a result they are saving one fourth of their old health bill—down to $38 million from $50 million.  That’s one provision—free preventive care—that the new national health bill provides.

“The Republicans want to talk of minimal cost but NEVER talk of the huge savings—and those savings, over $100 Billion this decade and $1 TRILLION next decade—are in CBO’s report.  Now, the Republicans want to exclude the totally bipartisan CBO reports and use their Republican Chairmen’s numbers instead—a cynical and costly ploy against the national budget and debt they claim they want to reduce.  They have even violated their own new budget rule by exempting the health bill repeal vote impact from being paid for — they want to ignore the documented CBO-health bill’s savings numbers.  They are hiding under the sand, and the reason is loyalty to the insurance companies (and their campaign contributors) who accurately expect to make less because the health bill actually saves money—and because the bill has another great provision—it says 80% of premiums must go to health benefits, not insurance administration.  

“America now pays 1 ½-2X  the health cost of other countries but is 49th in life expectancy, so it’s a myth that we have the “best care” and a lot of the problem is lack of coverage and the need to pay exorbitant premiums to the insurance companies because they are nothing but middlemen. The new health law addresses both issues.

“The polls show higher support as more and more people know what’s in the new Act — solid majorities support the specific provisions -- and even many – about 15%-- want a stronger bill, not a weaker one – yet that 15% is included in the polls against the bill—it’s a false use of the number.

“We WIN as the health bill is debated because we can speak about its provisions, not some generic concept of government. People do not want to lose those provisions.  The bill even has a stipulation calling for mental health and substance abuse treatment to be provided by insurers equally to physical health—a critical requirement as we become more aware of the need for mental health now with the Arizona killer’s history.
“On the court cases against the new law, one reason that the Commerce Clause does in fact apply is that you need the whole pool of buyers to pay for the sick in the inexpensive ways the bill provides – hence it is valid interstate commerce, and certainly is part of the “general welfare”.

“By the way Obama has come up 10% since the midterms to something like 53-43 and is rising.  There is no poll yet since AZ but he’s likely up another 5-10%.

“Not only is the House health vote this week but President Obama will be speaking this week to the Families USA Health Action 2011 Conference in DC.”   (Weiner is scheduled for about 20 radio interviews at the Radio Row that will be there).
Bio note: Weiner is national Democratic strategist, former White House staff, columnist, and former Chief of the Staff of the House Aging Committee and the House Health and Long-Term Care Subcommittee, as well as former spokesman for the House Government Operations Committee.  He has worked at the Clinton and Bush White House and earlier under Congressmen John Conyers, Charles Rangel, Claude Pepper, Ed Koch, and Senator Ted Kennedy.
