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· Good morning and thank you for being here.

· It is my pleasure to be here as the new CEO of CRC Health Group, the country's largest behavioral health and substance abuse treatment provider.  As a company that uses evidence-based addiction treatment services, I'm proud that today we'll be discussing new approaches to help those struggling with opioid addiction.  Our objective, and what excites me about our mission, is that we help people, and today we'll talk about some news ways to do that.  We'll be introducing these strategies throughout our network of facilities in the coming months.
· I am proud to be associated with CRC and our employees who take great pride in the work to help people find recovery from the disease of addiction.  “Clinical excellence” is not just a phrase on paper, but the guiding principle we ask of our professionals as they work with individuals and families on a daily basis.
· Our local facility, White Deer Run, is a state-wide network of programs that is the model for what I expect much of healthcare delivery to look like in the years to come with inpatient and outpatient facilities, innovative therapies, and solid, measurable clinical outcomes.  Today’s presentation of new and existing treatment options is a great example of the implementation of these science-based, innovative therapies.
· We asked you to come here today to educate our fellow professionals and the public about the depth of the addiction problem in this state – and country for that matter – and the resources available to help individuals fight opioid addiction.

· There are people in this room from all over the state who want to learn more about science-based intervention methods, including individuals from local hospitals, treatment programs and state health agencies.  I thank you for coming here today and hope that you will take away with you some new information that will help us collectively reduce the statewide and national treatment gaps that exist.

· At this point, I’d like to introduce CRC’s Recovery Division President, Jerry Rhodes.  Jerry has been an integral component of CRC’s addiction treatment efforts, with over 30 years of experience in the health care industry.  He served as CEO of Comprehensive Addictions Programs for 10 years prior to its acquisition by CRC in 2003.  Jerry is fortunate to live and work here in this beautiful state of Pennsylvania – please welcome Jerry Rhodes.
