GENERAL BARRY McCAFFREY – STATEMENT POINTS, PHILADELPHIA, PA
February 24, 2011

· I’m proud to join today’s news conference on Science Breakthroughs to Reduce the Nation’s and Pennsylvania’s drug treatment gap with national, state, and local drug treatment leaders.

· Thanks to the National Council on Alcohol and Drug Dependence Southeast Council and President Bob Lindsey for hosting this event and providing the beautiful Training Center to us today.  Bob will be speaking shortly.
· I also want to recognize Pennsylvania’s Drug and Alcohol Bureau Director, Robin Rothermel;  Philadelphia’s Deputy Mayor for Safety, Everett Gillison;  Miss Philadelphia, Andrea Helfrich; other Pennsylvania state senators and representatives, law enforcement, and treatment leaders including the medical community.  Thanks to Andy Eckert, the new and brilliant CEO of the country’s largest behavioral and alcohol and drug treatment provider, CRC Health Group and CRC Recovery Division President Jerry Rhodes, for sponsoring the activities today.  Thanks also to other CRC leaders Joe Procopio, Joe Pritchard, Melissa Preshaw, Bob Weiner, Jeb Bird, Kristen Hayes, Dave Dunkel, Jim Duffy, and Chris Jaquis among others. Finally, thanks to Richard Pops, CEO of Alkermes, for their scientific innovation.
· Following the news conference, I hope media and everyone will stay for an informal lunch.

· The Pennsylvania alcohol and drug treatment gap of people who need but do not receive treatment is 252,000 according to SAMHSA, and the gap is 21 million nationally.  
· It’s a crisis that causes crime and wrecks lives.

· Prescription drugs have become the new heroin.
  
· Abuse of prescription opiates has quadrupled over the past decade according to SAMHSA.  A monthly treatment regime could have enormous implications.
· New tools for drug treatment, and public attention to the need for treatment and ways to obtain it, will give people more ways to enter treatment and reduce the number of those who should but do not get help.


· One of the key recent breakthroughs is a new monthly application recently approved by the FDA.  As the country’s largest substance abuse treatment provider with over 140 facilities, CRC’s decision to announce today that it will include this approach could change the field.  It is an alternative that many could want to use and could significantly reduce the treatment gap. It’s been used for alcoholism, and its new inclusion in opiate drug treatment means it could greatly help many heroin, oxycontin, and other abusers get back to sobriety and normal lives.  

· Other recent additions to drug treatment include buprenorphine, an alternate medication to methadone; and cutting edge brain scans to demonstrate problems and progress in individuals’ substance abuse and treatment.  The new scientific advances complement the comprehensive counseling and tools already in place. 
· We are HERE IN PHILADELPHIA because new science-based approaches could be especially helpful. 
· Congratulations to the Pennsylvania Legislature and in particular to House Human Services Committee Chairman, Rep. Gene DiGirolamo, for creating a new Cabinet Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs. Gene will be joining us for lunch.
· The city is 3rd in the Nation among major metropolitan areas among opiate related deaths (SAMHSA/DAWN statistics). Deaths from Heroin, OxyContin and Fentanyl are increasing dramatically, and Philadelphia Ranks 7th in the nation for opiate admissions to treatment.

· Donnie Marshall, a former DEA Administrator, told Philadelphia Community leaders that the city "is one of the East Coast’s biggest markets for high-purity, inexpensive heroin.”
· According to National Drug Intelligence Center, Philadelphia is the largest heroin market and primary distribution center for heroin sold throughout PA. Much of the heroin comes from New York. 
· So we are anxious to help, and that’s what today’s news conference is all about.
· If you have a substance abuse problem, or are a relative or friend of someone who does or know someone who does, seek help.  Treatment works.
· FOR HELP: Easy to remember the website: 

"MyAddictionIsADisease.com"    Or Call: 877- 637-8937
