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ABC Story at  6:05 PM AND 1030pm, Sept. 23 2011  (CLICK ON LINK TO PLAY)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJcXszEIioo
ABC Live Story at 11:05AM LIVE BROADCAST FROM EVENT, Sept. 23, 2011 (CLICK ON LINK TO PLAY)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=08NB--iwEVI
(More TV listings and stories below)
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September 23, 2011

ESCAMBIA COUNTY - Operation Homecoming.... the return of our military men and women from deployments overseas.    
It's a scene of happy tears, hugs, and celebration.
But for an estimated 27 percent of them,  it's the beginning of another battle.

 They come home with a significant alcohol or drug problem...
Today, former drug czar, General Barry McCaffrey, and a support team of thousands.... launched an effort to get help to the people who need it....
""You know, being infantry, and being a sniper, I've killed people.... I've killed a lot of people. And I've seen people die.... I've held my friends hand as he took his last breath in Iraq...."
Chris is an Army Ranger.... a Marine before that a veteran of four combat tours.
 But the enemy he found every time he returned home.... became too much for him to handle alone.
 Chris was a drug addict.
 "I figured with my experience, and my willpower, if there's anyone who can figure out their own way, it was me. And I failed miserably." 
But like 13-hundred other service members, Chris got help at the 12 Oaks Recovery Center in Navarre.
 He's clean and sober.
 Getting that help to two million more combat vets..... and millions more Americans overall... is why Four Star General Barry McCaffrey is here today.
 "You can achieve sobriety. there is optimism in this whole issue.... but we've got to talk about it, we have to recognize that science based treatment works." 
We have to have our political leadership devote the resources required to keep people in recovery." 
Jerry Rhodes runs the largest substance abuse treatment company in the country.
 With 30-thousand patients, he says he could easily quadruple his services... if people, and lawmakers, can get past the stigma of alcoholism and drug addiction.
 "It translates to an unwillingness to fund necessary treatment. The savings are significant compared to what the expense would be in terms of law enforcement costs, incarceration, medical care, all of these things are a direct result of not treating this chronic illness of addiction."
Chris got the help he needed... the treatment arming him with the tools to he'll need to fight what will be the longest battle of his life...
But he's ready
 "I'm not proud of what I am, but I'm not ashamed ofit either. I know who I am...." 
Sheriffs, judges, police chiefs, lawmakers and a host of others attended today's event... dubbed "Recovery Takes Flight."
At noon, a balloon launch at Twelve Oaks, and at 100 other treatment facilities around the country, symbolized support for people in recovery.... and the people who help them.
Link to Original:

http://www.weartv.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/wear_vid_17944.shtml
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September 23, 2011 (note—video requested, coming)
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State Representative Michelle Rehwinkel Vasilinda (D – Tallahassee) was in attendance at two local events this week in support of Florida's military veterans, active duty service members, and their families. 

On Friday, September 23, 2011, Representative Rehwinkel Vasilinda travelled to Navarre, Florida to attend the Recovery Takes Flight Press Conference. There she was joined by Four-Star General Barry McCaffrey, and Jerry Rhodes, Chief Executive Officer of CRC Health Group. The news conference emphasized the growing need for drug/alcohol treatment for returning troops, as well as the public at-large. The press conference took place at one of the country’s premier addiction treatment facilities, Twelve Oaks Recovery Center located in Navarre. In attendance were federal, state and local experts, government officials, and members of the medical community, law enforcement officials, parents and alumni of treatment programs. 

According to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), 1.4 million people need but do not receive treatment in the state of Florida; the national “treatment gap” is 24 million. There is now a resurgence in drug use for the military due to the serious stress of the two wars, and for the general population, especially young people, because of the rise in prescription opiate drugs and other “designer” drugs.

On the day previous, September 22, Representative Rehwinkel Vasilinda attended Tallahassee American Legion Post 13’s North Florida Veterans' Forum and Luncheon. The guest Speaker was Ms. Patricia O'Neil who addressed the audience on her research piece entitled: A Study of Veterans' Behavioral Health Needs, Gaps and Recommendations in Maryland and How it Might be Relevant to Florida Veterans.

“I have always been queenly interested in the well being of our men and women in uniform. We must always remember that our obligation to them does not end when they receive their honorable discharge. Veterans who return home having sacrificed their health must be made whole to the best of our ability,” said Representative Rehwinkel Vasilinda.
Link to Original:

http://www.wctv.tv/news/headlines/Representative_Rehwinkel_Vasilinda_Attends_Events_in_Support_of_Veterans_130487463.html?ref=463
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Finding 'new hope' during Recovery Month
Recovery Month is a time to reward clients, tell recovery stories, raise awareness 
by Allison Knopf 

Treatment providers across the country are using the 20th annual Recovery Month to showcase what is the end result of treatment: recovery. While not everyone in long-term recovery went through treatment, for those clients in treatment now, as well as for those newly in recovery, September is a time to [image: image1.png]


offer a reward for their hard work. 

“We do this every year, because our clients are doing well and they feel really good about being pampered,” says Norma Quinones, a substance abuse counselor at the Imperial Valley Methadone Clinic in Calexico, Calif.

 The program, as well as its sister program in El Centro, is commemorating Recovery Month last week by inviting health agencies, including the county health department, local schools, and Planned Parenthood to provide information to clients. Last week’s event, which was attended by Imperial Valley Mayor Luis Castro, was organized by Quinones, who says clients got a lot of information from the agencies about health care and educational opportunities. 

Inviting alumni who have been sober for many years is important for current clients and recent graduates, says Deni Carise, PhD, chief clinical officer of Phoenix House, where facilities around the country are having barbecues for clients and alumni. “It gives people in new recovery hope, to know that they can end up with cars and families and jobs and being happy,” she explains. “It’s also gratifying to counselors to see people who are in long-term recovery.”

Like the methadone clinic, Phoenix House does not invite the public to the recovery events for clients and alumnae—these programs are not about marketing, says Carise, noting that the privacy rights of people in treatment need to be respected. She would not, for example, invite the press to a bowling-pizza party for clients.

However, there are more and more people who are willing to share their experiences in recovery—which sometimes started with treatment, and sometimes took place outside of treatment—says Pat Taylor, executive director of Faces and Voices of Recovery “This is an important change. We have made tremendous strides in people not only willing but motivated to talk about their recovery,” she adds.

Other events:

· Programs for the general public are a good way to raise awareness of the connections between treatment and recovery. CRC Health Group is having local events in more than 100 facilities on Sept. 23, with the central event at Twelve Oaks Treatment Center in Navarre, Florida. That event will include the public and the press, and CRC’s Barry McCaffrey will speak.

· Recovery Month also includes advocacy for the rights of people with addiction and in recovery from addiction. There are multiple voter registration events sponsored by Faces and Voices of Recovery, says Taylor. Having legislators see the enthusiasm in the recovery movement is important as well. For example, Phoenix House clients are going to participate in the state house rally sponsored by the Massachusetts Organization for Addiction.

· The addiction treatment field can also participate in Recovery Month by going to sponsored training programs, such as the one in Austin, Texas, where Phoenix House is hosting a symposium on addiction and pain management for addiction professionals on Sept. 16.

· Some events go beyond the theme of recovery from addiction, to include mental health and development disabilities. This was the case in the Rhode Island Rally for Recovery, which was sponsored by more than 60 organizations under the umbrella of WaterFire Providence. 

· In New York, the Bronx Community Recovery Center will hold its second Bronx Recovery Rally on Sept. 17 (rain date Sept. 18), with food, music, entertainment, and the trophy ceremony for the center’s summer basketball league.

· Phoenix House is co-hosting, along with The Fix, a twitter chat on what recovery means on Sept. 21 from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. (search for #drugchat, and include #drugchat in questions and responses – RSVP to eedelman@phoenixhouse.org)

· The national hub event is the Rally for Recovery, to take place in Philadelphia on Sept. 24. Gil Kerlikowske, director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy, who spoke eloquently about recovery at the kickoff luncheon in Washington this month, will be there.   

For the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s home page on recovery month, go to www.recoverymonth.gov
Link to Original:

http://behavioral.net/ME2/dirmod.asp?sid=&nm=&type=Publishing&mod=Publications%3A%3AArticle&mid=64D490AC6A7D4FE1AEB453627F1A4A32&tier=4&id=F7CFAA6C47D9437988C9478E30B5886E&WA_MAILINGLEVEL_CODE=
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Metro Monitor News Tracker Report 
(Note Links here are temporary, may not work but descriptions and Nielsen ratings also below) 
	1.  

	WEAR-ABC  MOBILE, AL - PENSACOLA-FT WALTON BEACH, FL, MARKET RANK: 60 
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	SEP 23 2011  10:00PM CT 

	 Nielsen Audience: 47,074 


		ABC 3 NEWS AT 10 PM  

	 Calculated Ad Equivalency: $4,355 


		 Calculated Publicity Value: $13,065 


		 


		[**10:11:14 PM**] 
Preview Clip BUT JUST THE HORRORS OF WAR, AND THOSE THINGS BEING IN THEIR MIND AND TRYING TO MAKE SENSE OF IT" THE OKALOOSA COUNTY VET CENTER IS LOCATED ON 11TH AVENUE IN SHALIMAR. THE GRAND OPENING IS SATURDAY AT ELEVEN. 3 3 COMING UP, THE NATION'S FORMER DRUG CZAR, SPEARHEADING AN EFFORT TO GET HELP FOR RETURNING WAR FIGHTERS. THE STAGGERING NUMBER WHO RETURN HOME WITH AN ADDICTION PROBLEM, A DRUG PROBLEM OF A DIFFERENT SORT, HOW MANY PEOPLE MAY HAVE DIED BEFORE GETTING THE CANCER DRUGS THEY NEEDED, HE WAS FIRED FROM STARBUCKS AFTER RELEASING A SONG ABOUT HIS LOUSY JOB, THE NEW SONG HE'S FIRING BACK WITH, AND LATER, SIX TONS OF SPACE JUNK HAS TO LAND SOMEWHERE, THE CHANCES IT'LL FALL ON YOU, 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 CHANNEL THREE 3 NEWS FIRST WARNING WEATHERNET IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY SACRED HEART HEALTH SYSTEM AND AYLSTOCK, WITKIN, KRIES AND OVERHOLTZ. 


	 


	2.  

	WEAR-ABC  MOBILE, AL - PENSACOLA-FT WALTON BEACH, FL, MARKET RANK: 60 
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	SEP 23 2011  10:00PM CT 

	 Nielsen Audience: 47,074 


		ABC 3 NEWS AT 10 PM  

	 Calculated Ad Equivalency: $5,178 


		 Calculated Publicity Value: $15,534 


		 


		[**10:20:38 PM**] 
Preview Clip BUT FOR AN ESTIMATED 27 PERCENT OF THEM, IT'S THE BEGINNING OF ANOTHER BATTLE. THEY COME HOME WITH A SIGNIFICANT ALCOHOL OR DRUG PROBLEM, AND ARE NOT GETTING HELP. TODAY, FORMER DRUG CZAR, GENERAL BARRY MCCAFFREY, AND A SUPPORT TEAM OF THOUSANDS, LAUNCHED AN EFFORT TO GET HELP TO THE PEOPLE WHO NEED IT, 3 15:59:32/0024VI. NEW. 00"YOU" KNOW, BEING INFANTRY, AND BEING A SNIPER, I'VE KILLED PEOPLE, I'VE KILLED A LOT OF PEOPLE. 
[**10:21:30 PM**] 
Preview Clip 16:02:59) BUT LIKE 13-HUNDRED OTHER SERVICE MEMBERS, CHRIS GOT HELP AT THE 12 OAKS RECOVERY CENTER IN NAVARRE. HE'S CLEAN AND SOBER. GETTING THAT HELP TO TWO MILLION MORE COMBAT VETS, AND MILLIONS MORE AMERICANS OVERALL, IS WHY FOUR STAR GENERAL BARRY MCCAFFREY IS HERE TODAY. 15:20:54/0002US. NEW. 
[**10:22:56 PM**] 
Preview Clip 01) "I'M NOT PROUD OF WHAT I AM, BUT I'M NOT ASHAMED OFIT EITHER. I KNOW WHO I AM, 15:58:47)3 SHERIFFS, JUDGES, POLICE CHIEFS, LAWMAKERS AND A HOST OF OTHERS ATTENDED TODAY'S EVENT, DUBBED "RECOVERY TAKES FLIGHT. AT NOON, A BALLOON LAUNCH AT TWELVE OAKS, AND AT 100 OTHER TREATMENT FACILITIES AROUND THE COUNTRY, SYMBOLIZED SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE IN RECOVERY, AND THE PEOPLE WHO HELP THEM. 3 3 THE GATORS HIT 3 THE ROAD BEFORE THEY HIT THE TOUGHEST STRETCH OF THEIR SCHEDULE, AND BUBBA WATSON BREAKS THROUGH AT A PLACE THAT HASN'T BEEN GOOD TO HIM. 3 3 3 3 GATORS BEGIN THE BRUTAL STRETCH OF THEIR SCHEDULE NEXT WEEK. 


	 


	3.  

	WEAR-ABC  MOBILE, AL - PENSACOLA-FT WALTON BEACH, FL, MARKET RANK: 60 
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	SEP 23 2011  6:00PM CT 

	 Nielsen Audience: 54,860 


		ABC NEWS 3 AT 6 PM  

	 Calculated Ad Equivalency: $1,668 


		 Calculated Publicity Value: $5,004 


		
		[**06:03:54 PM**] 
Preview Clip IT'S A SCENE OF HAPPY TEARS, HUGS, AND CELEBRATION. BUT FOR AN ESTIMATED 27 PERCENT OF THEM, IT'S THE BEGINNING OF ANOTHER BATTLE. THEY COME HOME WITH A SIGNIFICANT ALCOHOL OR DRUG PROBLEM, TODAY, FORMER DRUG CZAR, GENERAL BARRY MCCAFFREY, AND A SUPPORT TEAM OF THOUSANDS, LAUNCHED AN EFFORT TO GET HELP TO THE PEOPLE WHO NEED IT, 3 15:59:32/0024VI. 
[**06:04:50 PM**] 
Preview Clip 16:02:59) BUT LIKE 13-HUNDRED OTHER SERVICE MEMBERS, CHRIS GOT HELP AT THE 12 OAKS RECOVERY CENTER IN NAVARRE. HE'S CLEAN AND SOBER. GETTING THAT HELP TO TWO MILLION MORE COMBAT VETS, AND MILLIONS MORE AMERICANS OVERALL, IS WHY FOUR STAR GENERAL BARRY MCCAFFREY IS HERE TODAY. 15:20:54/0002US. NEW. 
[**06:06:15 PM**] 
Preview Clip 01) "I'M NOT PROUD OF WHAT I AM, BUT I'M NOT ASHAMED OFIT EITHER. I KNOW WHO I AM, 15:58:47)3 SHERIFFS, JUDGES, POLICE CHIEFS, LAWMAKERS AND A HOST OF OTHERS ATTENDED TODAY'S EVENT, DUBBED "RECOVERY TAKES FLIGHT. AT NOON, A BALLOON LAUNCH AT TWELVE OAKS, AND AT 100 OTHER TREATMENT FACILITIES AROUND THE COUNTRY, SYMBOLIZED SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE IN RECOVERY, AND THE PEOPLE WHO HELP THEM. 3 TWO LOCAL SCHOOLS EXPANDED THEIR PARTNERSHIP TODAY, MAKING IT EASIER FOR STUDENTS TO GET BACHELOR'S DEGREES. NORTHWEST FLORIDA STATE COLLEGE AND THE UNIVERSITY OF WEST FLORIDA LAUNCHED A PROGRAM CALLED 'NWF-2-UWF'. 


	 


	4.  

	WEAR-ABC  MOBILE, AL - PENSACOLA-FT WALTON BEACH, FL, MARKET RANK: 60 
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	SEP 23 2011  5:00PM CT 

	 Nielsen Audience: 48,051 


		ABC 3 NEWS AT 5 PM  

	 Calculated Ad Equivalency: $1,033 


		 Calculated Publicity Value: $3,099 


		 


		[**05:19:56 PM**] 
Preview Clip TO COMBAT THAT, FORMER NATIONAL DRUG CZAR, GENERAL BARRY MCCAFFREY WAS IN NAVARRE TODAY, TO LAUNCH A NATIONAL EFFORT CALLED 'RECOVERY TAKES FLIGHT. WHILE FOCUSING ON MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY, THE PROGRAM ULTIMATELY HOPES TO FIND HELP FOR THE 23 MILLION AMERICANS, AND ONE-POINT-FOUR MILLION FLORIDIANS WHO HAVE A SUBSTANCE PROBLEM AND ARE NOT GETTING HELP. 3 GENERAL BARRY MCCAFFREY/DRUG CZAR 1996-2001;"YOU CAN ACHIEVE SOBRIETY. THERE IS OPTIMISM IN THIS WHOLE ISSUE, BUT WE GOTTA TALK ABOUT IT, WE HAVE TO RECOGNIZE THAT SCIENCE BASED TREATMENT WORKS. 
[**05:20:41 PM**] 
Preview Clip THE 12 OAKS RECOVERY CENTER IN NAVARRE WILL SERVE AS THE NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS OF THE EFFORT TO FILL THE GAP IN TREATMENT. 12 OAKS HAS TREATED MORE THAN 13-HUNDRED SERVICE MEN AND WOMAN FROM AREA BASES, AND BASES AROUND THE SOUTHEAST. TWELVE OAKS, AND 100 OTHER TREATMENT FACILITIES AROUND THE COUNTRY CONDUCTED A SIMULTANEOUS BALLOON LAUNCH AT NOON TODAY, A SHOW OF SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE IN RECOVERY, AND THE PEOPLE WHO HELP THEM. 3 3 TOMORROW WILL BE FEE FREE AT OUR NATIONAL PARKS. WHY THE ADMISSION FEES ARE BEING WAIVED, STRAIGHT AHEAD. 


	 


	5.  

	WEAR-ABC  MOBILE, AL - PENSACOLA-FT WALTON BEACH, FL, MARKET RANK: 60 
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	SEP 23 2011  11:00AM CT 

	 Nielsen Audience: 12,960 


		DAYSIDE  

	  


		  


		 


		[**11:13:41 AM**] 
Preview Clip ALONG 3 THEY RETURN HOME FROM WAR SCARED IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER. FOR SOME OF OUR TROOPS, THEY TURN TO DRUGS AND ALCOHOL TO HELP THEM COPE. CHANNEL THREE'S BOB SOLARKSI JOINS US NOW WITH MORE ON THE GROWING NEED FOR TREATMENT. 3 3 3 IN HONOR OF THE NINE-ELEVEN FIRST RESPONDERS, CHANNEL THREE IS TEAMING WITH EASTERN SHORE TOYOTA TO HONOR OUR LOCAL FIRST RESPONDERS THIS MONTH. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 21, 2011

Contact: Bob Weiner/Khurram Abbas  301-283-0821/202-306-1200

11AM FRI., SEPT. 23 NEWS CONFERENCE WITH 4-STAR GEN. BARRY McCAFFREY, NATIONAL & LOCAL OFFICIALS, LAW ENFORCEMENT, MILITARY, VIPS, COUNTRY’S LARGEST TREATMENT PROVIDER TO HIGHLIGHT “TREATMENT GAP” IN DRUG ABUSE; 

TWELVE OAKS, NAVARRE FL TREATMENT CENTER IS NATIONAL HQ FOR RECOVERY MONTH CELEBRATION, TO HONOR RECOVERING MILITARY AND GENERAL POPULATION -- 2068 Healthcare Avenue, Navarre FL 32566

Event To Emphasize 1.4 Million Floridians, 23 Million Across Country Need but Lack Treatment
 INCLUDES BALLOON RELEASE TO CELEBRATE RECOVERY

(Navarre/Pensacola, FL) -- Four-Star General Barry McCaffrey, the former U.S. Director of National Drug Control Policy, along with other national and local officials, law enforcement leaders, military, treatment experts, providers, and spokespersons for substance abuse treatment, program alumni, and families, will lead a national news conference at Twelve Oaks Treatment Center in Navarre, FL at 11:00 AM Friday, September 23 as a headquarters event for National Recovery Month.  Held in cooperation with the annual HHS/SAMHSA Recovery Month, the event will also honor recovering servicemen and women. Twelve Oaks has one of the nation’s premier military recovery programs; leaders and experts in PTSD will be among the speakers. 

The event is Friday, September 23 at 11AM at Twelve Oaks Treatment Center, 2068 Healthcare Avenue, Navarre FL 32566. At Noon, following the 11AM News conference, in conjunction with over 100 other addiction treatment facilities across the nation, all participants – speakers, VIP’s, and audience -- will be releasing biodegradable balloons nationwide at the same Noon time in a show of support for those in recovery and the many treatment professionals who dedicate their lives to making a difference.


Four-Star General McCaffrey served as the nation’s “Drug Czar”, Commander of SouthCom for all U.S. troops in Latin America, assistant to Colin Powell at the National Security Council, a commander in Iraq and leader of the successful “Left Hook” during the Gulf War, professor at West Point, and is an expert in the national media on substance abuse policies, national security, and terrorism. 


Other speakers at the event include:

· Terry David Terrell, Chief Judge, First Judicial Circuit, State of Florida
· Okaloosa County Sheriff Larry Ashley
· Niceville, FL Police Chief David Popwell 

· Rep. Michelle Rehwinkel-Vasilinda

· Clark Merritt, district rep. for U.S. Cong. Jeff Miller (FL-01), Chair, US House Committee on Veterans Affairs and Member, US House Armed Services Com.

· Jerry Rhodes, Chief Operating Officer, CRC Health Group, nation’s largest behavioural and substance abuse treatment provider, parent co. of Twelve Oaks
· Marian Ross, National Recovery Ambassador, treatment alumna, San Jose CA

· Christopher Bailey, Sgt 1st Class Army Ranger Instructor; Alumnus, Twelve Oaks
· Diane Vchulek, PTSD Coordinator - Twelve Oaks Recovery
· Janea Kraus – Vocalist 

· Keith Kuhn, Executive Director - Twelve Oaks Recovery; event emcee
The event, titled “Recovery Takes Flight,” is part of National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month, supported by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

Twelve Oaks Treatment Center has been selected as the nationwide headquarters for the September 23 event by parent company CRC Health Group, the country’s largest chemical dependency treatment provider, who is providing the venue for the event.  

The special press conference prior to the balloon liftoff will focus on the mental health disorders and addiction issues of 1.4 Million Floridians and 23 Million Across Country who Need but Lack treatment  according to HHS’ latest numbers, as well as many of our active duty and returning service men and women.  With service suicides and addiction reaching higher levels, the issue is now of paramount importance as troops return from duty in Afghanistan and Iraq.  Twelve Oaks is proud to have assisted men and women in service and post-service, as well as their families, among the many thousands of successful alumni from all fields.   

Gen. McCaffrey stated, “The event will honor our servicemen and women and the treatment experts who do everything possible to assure them ongoing productive lives.  Twelve Oaks is a national model facility in how its professionals help our military and veterans. It has made an important contribution over the past several years and now as our combat missions end in Iraq and Afghanistan.”  Twelve Oaks works with Eglin Air Force Base, Hurlburt Air Force Base, Pensacola Naval Air Station, Fort Rucker Army Base, Camp LeJeune (Marine and Navy), and Fort Bragg Army Base among others. 

Rhodes said, “We selected Twelve Oaks Treatment Center because the facility is a leader in the effective treatment of mental health and substance abuse of men and women in service and afterward, as well as for the population as a whole.  CRC works hard to address the national and state drug addiction crisis. While we treat 30,000 individuals every day, that is only the tip of the iceberg in terms of what is needed. With 23 million who lack treatment in America and 1.4 million in Florida alone, we are delighted at the range of officials, providers and experts here today.  A public-private partnership is critical.

The media and public are invited to the events free of charge. The emcee will be Twelve Oaks Treatment Center Executive Director Keith Kuhn. A luncheon follows, and all participants and media are invited.       
Source: Robert Weiner Associates and CRC Health Group

