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House Select Committee on Aging has new life
— Herb Weiss

July 29, 2024 / Herb Weiss

By Herb Weiss, contributing writer on aging issues

Just a month ago, the Washington, DC-based Leadership Council on Aging Organizations (LCAO), a coalition of 68 national
nonprofit groups committed to representing seniors in Congressional policy making, formally endorsed Cong. Seth

Magaziner's (RI-2) H. Res. 1029, reestablishing the House Select Committee on Aging (HSCoA).

The freshman congressman picked up the baton from former Cong. David Cicilline, who resigned his seat and now heads the

Rhode Island Foundation. The former Congressman had introduced a resolution to bring back the HSCoA during the 114%-

117t Congresses.

At press time, Magaziner's resolution, introduced on Feb. 23, 2024 (with 26 Democratic co-sponsors and no Republicans on

board), has been referred to the House Committee on Rules for mark-up, and if passed, will be considered by the full House.

LCAO endorsed Cong. Magaziner's 213-word resolution in a June 25th letter. H Res. 1029 amends the Rules of the House to
establish a HSCoA. Although the panel will not have legislative jurisdiction, it's authorized to conduct a continuing
comprehensive study and review of a myriad of aging issues, from income maintenance, poverty, housing health (including

medical and research, welfare, employment, education, recreation, to long-term care.
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If passed, the Magaziner’s resolution would authorize the HSCoA to study the use of all practical means and methods of
encouraging the development of public and private programs and policies which will assist seniors in taking a full part in
national life and which will encourage the utilization of knowledge, skills, special aptitudes, and abilities of seniors to

contribute to a better quality of life for all Americans.

Finally, H. Res. 1029 would also allow the HSCoA to develop policies that would encourage the coordination of both
governmental and private programs designed to deal with problems of aging and to review any recommendations made by

the President or by the White House Conference on Aging in relation to programs or policies affecting seniors.
LCAO Calls for Passage of H. Res. 1029

“As we all age together as a society, we see the need to find solutions as demand grows for paid and family care workers,
along with finding opportunities to address retirement security. Addressing these demands in a fiscally responsible,
bipartisan manner deserves greater attention, understanding and public engagement, says LCAO Chair Richard Fiesta,

Executive Director of the Alliance of Retired Americans, in a June 25 letter written to Cong. Magaziner endorsing H. Res. 1029.

In the endorsement letter, Fiesta explained that while authorizing standing House Committees “perform exemplary oversight
and legislative functions over matters within their respective jurisdictions, the HSCoA would have an opportunity to more fully
explore a range of issues and innovations that cross jurisdictional lines, while holding field hearings, convening remote
hearings, engaging communities, and promoting understanding and dialogue that would contribute to the solutions that

present themselves as the number of older people in our nation increases.”

Looking back, LCAO's letter noted that HSCoA, under Chairman Claude Pepper, closely worked with standing committees, in a
team effort and a bipartisan manner, holding many joint hearings with them and helping to pass the end of mandatory

retirement, 359-2 in the House and 89-19 in the Senate.”

Additionally, HSCoA “worked to protect Social Security, expose nursing home abuses and set transparency standards, expand
home health care benefits as a way older people could often delay or avoid the need of entering into long-term care facilities,
and so much more,” said Fiesta, noting that The Ways and Means, Education and Workforce, Energy and Commerce, and

Space, Science and Technology were other committees that benefited from the partnership,” Fiesta said.

Finally, Fiesta stresses that HSCoA would also “complement the strong bipartisan work of the Senate Special Committee on
Aging which has effectively promoted member understanding on a range of issues, including the concerns of grandparents
raising grandchildren, elder abuse and fraud, the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on older Americans and their families, the

importance of financial literacy in planning for retirement, and the costs associated with isolation and loneliness.”
Magaziner talks turkey about H. Res. 1029

“Older Americans have worked hard their entire lives, and they deserve to retire and age with dignity,” says Magaziner, noting
he became the primary sponsor of H. Res. 1029 because it “ensures that seniors in Rhode Island and across the country have

their voices heard, needs met, and can enjoy their golden years with peace of mind.”

Magaziner was recently on parental leave and was unable to meet with former HSCoA staffers and aging advocates. He notes,
however, that “my staff was able to listen to and gain valuable insight into the successes of the Committee and its role in

fighting for America’s aging population.”

According to Magaziner, his staff is working hard to tell other offices about the benefits of the proposed Committee and will
continue to look for ways to raise the profile of this resolution to encourage other Members to become co-sponsors. “l am
proud that this resolution received the recent endorsement from the LCAO, along with other prominent organizations
including the National Committee to Preserve Social Security & Medicare, AARP, Alliance for Older Americans, Social Security
Works and Meals on Wheels America,” he said, stressing that the support of advocates is important to encouraging House

lawmakers to cosponsor the resolution.

Magaziner stresses that getting bipartisan support for H. Res. 1029 is important to him. “I'm ready to work with anyone, from
either party, to deliver results for Rhode Island—and that includes finding common ground on important legislation like H.

Res. 1029,” he says. “There’s still room for bipartisanship, and ensuring we address issues for seniors across the country


https://www.lcao.org/

should be an area where we can all agree,” he adds, calling on his Republican colleagues to work together with Democrats to

move our country forward.
If not this year, push for next Congressional session
But with 98 days left before the upcoming presidential election, can Magaziner push H. Res. 1029 across the goal line?

With the House beginning its 6-week August recess, Bob Blancato, former Staff Director of the, Subcommittee on Human
Services, urges voters to ask their lawmakers to support H. Res. 1029 if they are not a cosponsor. “Find them at public events

and raise [the importance of their support], he suggests.

Blancato sees the importance of Cong. Magaziner sending another “Dear Colleague” letter to House lawmakers in soliciting
cosponsors. “They should also target some of the House Caucuses, such as the bipartisan Congressional Woman'’s Caucus

and the Assisting Caregivers Caucus,” he recommends.

According to Bob Weiner, former Chief of Staff, House Select Committee on Aging under Chairman Claude Pepper (D-FL), the
timing to push this resolution is after the upcoming presidential election. “Most important will be to hit the ground RUNNING
at the start of the next Congress, with the agreement by Cong. Magaziner to introduce the first new session day, and give him
and the allied groups and supporters the immediate opportunity to build cosponsors at that time,” he says, stressing that the
count for the next Congress begins in the next Congress, which could well be a different party majority. “This is a terrific
resolution which can have significant impact helping older Americans to protect and build their health and livelihoods, he
adds.

Max Richtman, president and CEO of the National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare (NCPSSM) and a long-
time member of the LCAO, agrees with Weiner’s assessment. “Historically, the House Permanent Select Committee on Aging
served as a unique venue that allowed open, bipartisan debate from various ideological and philosophical perspectives to
promote consensus that, in turn, helped facilitate the critical work of the standing committees. We believe that issues
affecting seniors would be best advanced by the re-establishment of such a Committee in the House. Reestablishing a Select

Committee on Aging in the House would also complement the strong bipartisan work of its counterpart in the Senate.”

“As was emphasized in the LCAO endorsement letter, we need Cong. Magaziner to tactfully work for bipartisan support of his
House Resolution — a commitment he made to the voters in a 2022 campaign press conference that | attended,” says Vin

Marzullo, former federal civil rights & social justice administrator and a Board member of Senior Agenda Coalition.

“Additionally, since the Magaziner resolution has less than half of the cosponsors obtained by former Cong. Cicilline, both the
Congressman and his staff must step up their outreach efforts to Congressional members on the floor, related House
Committee Chairs, House Caucuses, & the House Minority Leader,” he said, noting that grassroots efforts led to the support
of Cong. Josh Gottheimer (D-NJ), Co-Chair of the bipartisan Problem Solvers Caucus”, stated Marzullo, also a former AARP RI

President.

For details about the HSCoA, go to https://rinewstoday.com/congressman-magaziner-takes-baton-on-bringing-back-house-

aging-committee-herb-weiss/.

To read more articles by Herb Weiss, go to: https://rinewstoday.com/herb-weiss/

Herb Weiss, LRI -12, /s a Pawtucket-based writer who has covered aging, health care and
medical issues for over 43 years. To purchase his books, Taking Charge: Collected Stories on

Aging Boldly and a sequel, compiling weekly published articles, go to herbweiss.com.
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