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BUSH-KARZAI: LOTS OF KABUL, IGNORED DRUGS FUNDING BIN LADEN, SAYS FORMER WHITE HOUSE DRUG SPOKESMAN; 
BIG PART OF REASON STILL AT LARGE

(Washington, DC) – “President Bush and Afghanistan President Karzai at today’s surprise news conference in Kabul talked a lot about democracy and sovereignty but ignored Afghanistan’s role as the world’s number one opium and heroin producer. Those funds from drug warlords funding al Qaeda and bin Laden are a big part of the reason America’s worst enemy is still at large,” said Robert Weiner, former spokesman for the White House National Drug Policy Office.
“The dirty little secret is that we are purposely neglecting the drug issue because our military leaders on the ground fear that fighting drugs will destabilize Afghanistan.

“We’ve created an even worse narco-state with more violence and whatever stability there is dancing on the top of a pin. We cannot allow poppies and the world’s heroin addiction to be the stabilizing force in Afghanistan, especially when they are funding bin Laden – we are defeating our own purpose.
“Our inactions effectively leave us as silent partners with the Afghani opium warlords who funnel money to the terrorist groups we invaded to eradicate.  We are, in essence, holding hands with our worst enemy,” Weiner, the Office of National Drug Policy’s spokesman 1995-2001 and earlier the U.S. House Narcotics Committee’s spokesman, contended.
"Unfortunately, because President Bush and President Karzai did not make an announcement of an enhanced specific plan against opium and heroin, their meeting had an enormous hole, because it did not truly stop terror and a prime source of terror’s funding – the whole reason we went into Afghanistan in the first place. 

“The quiet arrest of Noorzai in New York City last April provided another concrete link between the opium producers and terrorism. DEA agents in Afghanistan knew that Noorzai funneled drug money, weapons and explosives to bin Laden and the Taliban. Yet we may have arrested him by sheer dumb luck or for fear of embarrassment for lack of action. He was stupid enough to travel to New York. We cannot hope that terrorists will waltz into the country so we can (or have to) arrest them. Luck is not a strategy.

"We need a Plan Afghanistan, like the Plan Colombia engineered by former Drug Czar Barry McCaffrey together with Colombian leaders, to rid the heroin and make the world safer," Weiner proposed. "Colombia has surprised critics by succeeding in its plan to reduce coca cultivation by half.  Afghanistan can do the same but is operating from a fear made worse by the very drugs produced and distributed.  Afghanistan supplies most of Europe’s heroin.
“The White House’s own National Drug Control Strategy and State Department’s International Narcotics Control report both cite Afghanistan as the world’s number one producer and supplier of opium and heroin,” Weiner concluded. 
