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MARY ALEXANDER, SAN FRANCISCO CONSUMER RIGHTS ATTORNEY, HAS  AMER. ASSOC. FOR JUSTICE “HIGHEST STANDARDS OF LEGAL PROFESSION” AWARD NAMED FOR HER; FORMER AMERICAN TRIAL LAWYERS PRESIDENT IS FIRST RECIPIENT OF LAW FINANCE GROUP ANNUAL NATIONAL AWARD
(San Francisco and Miami)—Mary Alexander, San Francisco consumer rights attorney, last night received the American Association for Justice’s first Award for “exemplifying the highest standards of the legal profession”.  In addition, the Law Finance Group, which bestows the national award and will do so annually, is naming the award for Alexander, according to Law Finance Group CEO Michael Blum.

Alexander is Past President of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America (ATLA), which last year became the American Association for Justice (AAJ). Alexander is also a past President of the Roscoe Pound Institute (now the Pound Civil Justice Institute), an AAJ-associated legal education foundation.
The AAJ citation for Alexander at last night’s event, the AAJ Winter Convention held at Loew’s Miami Beach Hotel in Florida, stated that Alexander was being “recognized for her personal and professional conduct exemplifying the highest standards of the legal profession.”

In her acceptance speech, Alexander stated, “Highlights of my ATLA (now AAJ) presidency included standing in the doorways of the House and Senate with fellow ATLA leaders to assure congressional votes to protect the rights of medical malpractice victims and the overall right of victims to the justice system, pride in helping create the largest pro bono effort in history by protecting the financial security of the 9-11 victims’ families, and also helping to produce the legislation enacted and used by most of the 9-11 victims’ families to end their need to sue.”
Alexander called for “continuing the battle against the corporate interests who care more about their profits than the safety and welfare of their customers.” 

She added, “It’s time to praise the civil justice system and juries for their roles in protecting the legal rights of Americans.  

“Tort reformers don’t seek to improve the process, except at the expense of the injured.  

“While I would love to have a more efficient court system, if I have to choose between justice and efficiency, I choose justice every time.  Justice is not always blind and does not always prevail, but justice is what we must always seek.

“One cannot seek justice by undermining the jury system. Like all of you, I have seen first hand that the legal system is the last resort for those who need to be heard —and that when juries speak, America listens.”
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