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Plaintiff Gets $46 Million Result, Goes for Insurers

The Recorder

Evan Hill

March 19, 2009

A San Mateo County, Calif., Superior Court judge recently awarded more than $46 million to a local woman almost entirely paralyzed in a 2006 car accident and her husband.

The judgment, entered Friday, came after at least one insurance company tried and failed to intervene in the case when it discovered that the defendant was not going to put up a fight.

Now Mary Alexander, the San Francisco personal-injury lawyer representing the plaintiff, faces a fight to get the insurance companies to pay.

"I think that there's going to be a battle, but I think that we will prevail, and I think that this judge's decision ... puts us in a very good position," Alexander said.

Judge Beth Freeman awarded Tricia Roth $20 million for emotional distress and pain and suffering, and gave $5 million to Roth's husband, Kay Huh, for the loss of his wife's companionship. Among other damages, she also awarded Roth more than $17 million for future medical care and lost wages.

The accident occurred on Sept. 11, 2006, as Roth guided her Volvo toward Highway 101 in San Mateo. According to the plaintiff's trial brief, as Roth passed through an intersection, 74-year-old Roman Pantoja sped through a red light and crashed into the front of her car on the passenger side.

Pantoja was a partial owner of the now-defunct Division 1 All Service corporation, and the plaintiff claimed that when he hit her he was driving a company car. Two other co-owners of the company settled with Roth before trial, according to court records.

During a one-day bench trial on March 9, Pantoja's lawyer said the accident was Pantoja's fault and agreed to have a judgment against him, so long as his personal assets were not at risk, according to a transcript.

Pantoja and the co-owners of Division 1 discovered only "four or five weeks" before the trial that their corporation had been suspended by the California secretary of state, their lawyer, Lee Danforth, said at the trial. The Pantojas had "limited assets" and hoped to "dissolve" the dispute with Roth, Danforth, of Redwood City, Calif.'s Coddington, Hicks & Danforth, said then.

The defense agreed to give Roth the right to sue two Division 1 insurers, Colony and Lincoln General, according to the trial brief.

That didn't sit well with Lincoln General, which sent lawyers from Oakland, Calif.'s Burnham Brown to intervene on trial day.

"Lincoln General intervened because they did not want to be bound by a finding in this trial court that Mr. Pantoja was acting in the course and scope of his employment," said Clark Burnham.

Burnham said that Pantoja had signed a document that excludes him from Lincoln General's policy for Division 1, and that the car Pantoja was driving isn't covered under their policy. Furthermore, he said, Danforth told him that Pantoja was running a personal errand at the time of the crash.

Roth had been taking a break from her software development job at Microsoft Corp. to study for a master's degree in English at San Jose State University, according to Alexander's trial brief. Roth had enjoyed horseback riding and swimming, Alexander wrote, but now "lives a life of pain and frustration," spending her days in a wheelchair and being cared for by her husband.

Link to original article: http://www.law.com/jsp/nlj/PubArticleNLJ.jsp?id=1202429192360
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San Mateo woman awarded $45 million over crippling car accident

By Michael Manekin
San Mateo County Times

03/18/2009 

REDWOOD CITY — A former software engineer from San Mateo has been awarded $45 million by a San Mateo County Superior Court judge in a civil suit over a car accident that left her a quadriplegic.

Tricia Roth, whose favorite activities once included swimming, horseback riding and ballroom dancing, was driving her Volvo in San Mateo on the morning of Sept. 11, 2006, when a red Chevrolet pickup ran a stoplight and slammed into the front passenger side of her car at about 40 mph, according to court records provided by her attorney.

Roth had been driving on Franklin Parkway on her way to southbound Highway 101, and the force of the impact threw her around the car and broke her neck. When Roth's car came to rest, she was unable to move, according to attorney Mary Alexander.

Judge Beth Labson Freeman ordered Roman Pantoja, the pickup driver who caused the accident, and Division 1 All Service, a small demolition and hauling firm owned by Pantoja and members of his family, to pay $45 million in medical payments, wage loss and pain and suffering to Roth.

"This serves justice for a woman who was made quadriplegic and will provide her the medical care she needs in the future," Alexander said. "It was a hard-fought battle, but we did not give up on her."

Alexander said the unusually expensive judgment was due not only to Pantoja's "terrible negligence" but also the severity of Roth's injury and the loss of her large earning potential 

as a software engineer. 

"She was very good at her job, but now she will never be able to return to work," Alexander said, explaining that her estimated lost income will exceed $7 million.

All together, Roth's estimated wage losses and current and future medical expenses total roughly $25 million, Alexander told the court.

The pain and suffering experienced by Ross and her husband, a scientist whom Alexander says has become a "near full-time" caregiver to his wife, was estimated by the plaintiff's attorney at $20 million.

The multimillion-dollar judgment, which was delivered by the judge earlier this week, holds Pantoja and his South San Francisco-based company accountable for the accident. However, the intended targets of the civil suit are two insurance companies that have thus far refused to defend both Pantoja and his family business, Alexander said.

Both companies, Lincoln General Insurance Co. and Colony Insurance, have denied involvement by arguing that Pantoja was not actually working when he crashed his truck into Roth's car, Alexander said.

Alexander added that she would sue the insurance companies for bad faith and cited a decision by Freeman as showing that Pantoja was indeed working at the time of the accident.

"Roth and (her husband) are very elated that they had their day in court and had justice and were compensated for this tragic loss," Alexander said.

A defense attorney for Pantoja did not return calls for comment. Attempts to reach representatives from Lincoln General Insurance Co. and Colony Insurance were unsuccessful.   
Link to original article: http://www.insidebayarea.com/sanmateocountytimes/ci_11944686
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San Mateo woman awarded $45 million over crippling car accident 

Santa Cruz Sentinel - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

By Michael Manekin A former software engineer from San Mateo has been awarded $45 million by a San Mateo County Superior Court judge in a civil suit over a ...
San Mateo woman awarded $45 million over crippling car accident 

Contra Costa Times - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

By Michael Manekin A former software engineer from San Mateo has been awarded $45 million by a San Mateo County Superior Court judge in a civil suit over a ...
San Mateo woman awarded $45 million over crippling car accident 

San Jose Mercury News - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

By Michael Manekin A former software engineer from San Mateo has been awarded $45 million by a San Mateo County Superior Court judge in a civil suit over a ...
San Mateo woman awarded $45 million over crippling car accident 

Inside Bay Area - ‎Mar 18, 2009‎

By Michael Manekin REDWOOD CITY — A former software engineer from San Mateo has been awarded $45 million by a San Mateo County Superior Court judge in a ...
San Mateo woman awarded $45 million over crippling car accident 

Tri Valley Herald - ‎Mar 18, 2009‎

By Michael Manekin REDWOOD CITY — A former software engineer from San Mateo has been awarded $45 million by a San Mateo County Superior Court judge in a ...
San Mateo woman awarded $45 million over crippling car accident 

San Mateo County Times - ‎Mar 18, 2009‎

By Michael Manekin REDWOOD CITY — A former software engineer from San Mateo has been awarded $45 million by a San Mateo County Superior Court judge in a ...
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Woman paralyzed in crash gets $45 million

Bob Egelko, Chronicle Staff Writer
Wednesday, March 18, 2009

(03-18) 16:45 PDT SAN MATEO -- 

A judge has awarded $45 million in damages to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed when a wrecking and demolition company's truck ran a red light and hit her car. 

Tricia Roth, now 41, a former software developer for Microsoft Corp., suffered a broken neck and spinal injuries in the September 2006 accident, her lawyer said in a filing in San Mateo County Superior Court. Her doctors said she requires full-time attendant care and will never walk again.

The driver, Roman Pantoja, failed to see the light on East Hillsdale Boulevard in San Mateo near Highway 101 and admitted that he was at fault, his lawyer, Lee Danforth, said at a court hearing last week.

Superior Court Judge Beth Freeman awarded damages against Pantoja and his employer, Division 1 All Service.

Link to original article: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/03/18/BAMK16J1R0.DTL&tsp=1



March 19, 2009
Crash victim gets $45M settlement

By Michelle Durand

A San Mateo woman permanently paralyzed after the driver of a demolition company’s truck ran a red light and crashed into her car was awarded $45 million by a San Mateo County Superior Court judge.

Tricia Roth, 41, will never walk again after breaking her neck in the Sept. 11, 2006 collision, according to her attorney Mary Alexander.

“This is a tragic life-altering case. The award is a proper victory for the victims’ rights,” Alexander said. 

At approximately 10 a.m. that day, Roman Pantoja, now 72, drove his Chevrolet truck through the red light at the intersection of East Hillsdale Boulevard and Franklin Parkway in San Mateo and struck Roth’s Volvo at approximately 40 mph. Roth was thrown about in the car and afterward could not move her legs or arms, according to court records.

The suit against driver Pantoja, and his company, Division 1, asked for more than $12 million in past and future medical care and more than $7 million in estimated losses from her job as a Microsoft software consultant. 

Pantoja and his family owned the company and its vehicles.

Roth’s husband, Kay Huh, was awarded more than $5 million for loss of companionship and past lost earnings. Huh, who had been married to Roth for six years at the time of the crash, is now a near full-time caregiver while trying to maintain his biotechnology career.

Roth also received $15 million for pain and suffering in the judgment by Judge Beth Labson Freeman.

The crash not only robbed Roth of the ability to move but also the activities she shared with Huh, according to Alexander.

“A particular interest that she and her husband ... had was ballroom dancing. They were very good at it ... it was very important to them, one of their activities that they enjoyed together,” Alexander said. 

Pantoja’s attorney could not be reached for comment.

Link to original article: http://www.smdailyjournal.com/article_preview.php?id=107367 
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Woman paralyzed in crash awarded $45 million

The Associated Press

03/19/2009 


REDWOOD CITY, Calif.—A judge has awarded $45 million to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed after a crash with pickup truck owned by a South San Francisco company. 

A San Mateo County Superior Court judge this week ordered Roman Pantoja, the pickup driver blamed for the accident, and Division 1 All Service to pay Tricia Roth for medical payments, wage loss and pain and suffering. 

The 41-year-old Roth was paralyzed when the company-owned pickup truck driven by Pantoja slammed into the side of her car in San Mateo in September of 2006. 

Roth's attorney estimates the wages she will lose because she can no longer work, as well as current and future medical expenses, will total nearly $25 million. 

——— 

Information from: San Mateo County Times, http://www.sanmateotimes.com
Associated Press article also ran in: 
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Link: http://www.mercurynews.com/peninsula/ci_11949671
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Link: http://www.modbee.com/state/story/636101.html 
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Link: http://www3.signonsandiego.com/stories/2009/mar/19/ca-bay-crash-award-031909/?zIndex=69505
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Link: http://cbs2.com/californiawire/22.0.html?type=local&state=CA&category=n&filename=CA--Bay-CrashAward.xml
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Link: http://www.mercedsunstar.com/state/story/745438.html 
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Link: http://www.sandiego6.com/news/state/story/Woman-paralyzed-in-crash-awarded-45-million/mrbakHDK1k6lIan2zcf7og.cspx
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Link: http://www.kesq.com/Global/story.asp?S=10034300&nav=9qrx 
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Link: http://www.cbs47.tv/news/state/story/Woman-paralyzed-in-crash-awarded-45-million/mrbakHDK1k6lIan2zcf7og.cspx 
Woman paralyzed in crash awarded $45 million 

Enterprise-Record - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

AP REDWOOD CITY, Calif.—A judge has awarded $45 million to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed after a crash with pickup truck owned by a South San ...
Woman paralyzed in crash awarded $45 million 

Fresno Bee - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

AP REDWOOD CITY, Calif. -- A judge has awarded $45 million to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed after a crash with pickup truck owned by a South San ...
Woman paralyzed in crash awarded $45 million 

Sacramento Bee - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

AP REDWOOD CITY, Calif. -- A judge has awarded $45 million to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed after a crash with pickup truck owned by a South San ...
Woman paralyzed in crash awarded $45 million 

KGET 17 - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

(AP) - A judge has awarded $45 million to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed after a crash with pickup truck owned by a South San Francisco company. ...
Woman paralyzed in crash awarded $45 million 

CBS 5 - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

(AP) A judge has awarded $45 million to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed after a crash with pickup truck owned by a South San Francisco company. ...
Woman paralyzed in crash awarded $45 million 

KSBY - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

AP - March 19, 2009 9:04 AM ET REDWOOD CITY, Calif. (AP) - A judge has awarded $45 million to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed after a crash with pickup ...
Woman paralyzed in crash awarded $45 million 

Press-Enterprise - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

AP A judge has awarded $45 million to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed after a crash with pickup truck owned by a South San Francisco company. ...
Woman paralyzed in crash awarded $45 million 

KTVN - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

AP - March 19, 2009 9:04 AM ET REDWOOD CITY, Calif. (AP) - A judge has awarded $45 million to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed after a crash with pickup ...
Woman paralyzed in crash awarded $45 million 

Contra Costa Times - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

AP REDWOOD CITY, Calif.—A judge has awarded $45 million to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed after a crash with pickup truck owned by a South San ...
Woman paralyzed in crash awarded $45 million 

KSWT-TV - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

AP - March 19, 2009 9:04 AM ET REDWOOD CITY, Calif. (AP) - A judge has awarded $45 million to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed after a crash with pickup ...
Woman paralyzed in crash awarded $45 million 

San Luis Obispo Tribune - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

AP A judge has awarded $45 million to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed after a crash with pickup truck owned by a South San Francisco company. ...
Woman paralyzed in crash awarded $45 million 

KMPH Fox 26 - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

AP - March 19, 2009 9:04 AM ET REDWOOD CITY, Calif. (AP) - A judge has awarded $45 million to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed after a crash with pickup ...
Woman paralyzed in crash awarded $45 million 

Times-Standard - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

AP REDWOOD CITY, Calif.—A judge has awarded $45 million to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed after a crash with pickup truck owned by a South San ...
Woman paralyzed in crash awarded $45 million 

San Jose Mercury News - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

AP REDWOOD CITY, Calif.—A judge has awarded $45 million to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed after a crash with pickup truck owned by a South San ...
Woman paralyzed in crash awarded $45 million 

Monterey County Herald - ‎Mar 19, 2009‎

AP REDWOOD CITY, Calif.—A judge has awarded $45 million to a San Mateo woman who was paralyzed after a crash with pickup truck owned by a South San ...
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San Mateo Court Awards Paralyzed Former Microsoft Software Developer $45 Million Damage
March 19, 2009 11:42 a.m. EST 

AHN Staff

San Mateo, CA (AHN) - Former Microsoft Corporation software developer Tricia Roth, 41, was awarded by the San Mateo County Superior Court $45 million in damage to compensate for her paralysis caused by a wrecking and demolition red Chevrolet which tried to beat a red light.

In the process, the truck hit Roth's Volvo, which caused her to suffer from a broken neck and spinal injuries. The accident took place on September 2006. Because of the accident, Roth could never walk again and would need full-time attendant care.

The driver, Roman Pantoja, said he did not see the red light as he was traversing East Hillsdale Boulevard in San Mateo near Highway 101. He admitted his fault at a court hearing last week presided by Judge Beth Labson Freeman.

Roth's lawyer, Mary Alexander, said the high damage included lost income as a software engineer placed at $7 million, and present and future medical expenses totaling $25 million. Another $20 million was tacked for Roth and husband Alexander's pain and suffering.

Link to original article: http://www.allheadlinenews.com/articles/7014479008 
Press Release:

$45 Million Judgment in Quadriplegic Case From Driver Running a Red Light, Mary Alexander Announces Is 'Proper Victory for Victim's Rights'

SAN FRANCISCO, March 18 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- A San Mateo victim, 41, who had her neck broken, was paralyzed for life, and became a quadriplegic when her car was struck by a driver speeding through a red light was awarded $45 million in medical payments, wage loss, and pain and suffering, San Francisco victims' rights attorney Mary Alexander, who represented the woman, announced today.

The order was filed on March 16 following the judgment in San Mateo County Superior Court of California. The case is Tricia Roth vs. Division 1 All Service, Inc. 

On September 11, 2006, the driver, Roman Pantoja, 72, an employee of Division 1, drove a Chevy truck through the red light at the intersection E. Hillsdale Boulevard and Franklin Parkway in San Mateo. Even though cars were stopped in both directions, he crashed into Tricia Roth. As Alexander told the Court, "There was no contributory negligence on the part of my client, Tricia Roth." 

The Court found that driver Pantoja was working in the course and scope of his employment with Division 1 at the time of the accident. Pantoja was likely using the truck to pick up company supplies. 

Court documents state that "when the cars came to rest, Tricia Roth could not move her legs... could not move her arms, she was rendered a quadriplegic. Her neck was broken."

"She will never be able to return to work" and "her life expectancy is reduced," Alexander said in the court brief. Alexander proved that Roth was going to lose annual income of $290,790 with benefits as a software consultant, totaling $7,038,991 over the rest of her work-life. Past medical bills totaled $1,557,131, and future medical care totals $10,758,944 in today's dollars. 

Alexander explained that Roth "had been very active, swimming, horseback riding. A particular interest that she and her husband, Kay Huh, had was ballroom dancing. They were very good at it...it was very important to them, one of their activities that they enjoyed together." At the time of the accident, they had been married six years -- a young couple.

Huh now has become a near full-time caregiver, all the while trying to maintain his career in biotechnology. He was awarded $5,000,000 for loss of consortium (companionship) and $30,000 in past lost earnings. 

With $15 million for pain and suffering for Roth, plus her medical and wage damages, the total damages to be paid are $45 million. 

The presiding judge was the Honorable Beth Labson Freeman.

Alexander stated, "This is a tragic life-altering case. The award is a proper victory for the victims' rights." 

Alexander is a past President of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America, (now the American Association for Justice) and past President of the Consumer Attorneys of California. She has spent over 25 years representing tort victims and their families. Her office is in San Francisco.

The order granting plaintiff's motion is: http://openaccess1.sanmateocourt.org/openaccess/CIVIL/civildetails.asp?casenumber=468850&courtcode=A&casetype=CIV&dsn
The Mary Alexander trial brief on the case may be found at: www.weinerpublic.com/Alexander_Roth_Trial_Brief.doc
The trial transcript is: www.weinerpublic.com/Alexander_Roth_Trial_Transcript_pdf
Contact: Bob Weiner/Rebecca Vander Linde 301-283-0821/202-329-1700
