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BUSH’S GOOD NEWS? THANK YOU, PRESIDENT CLINTON
Statement by Bob Weiner regarding Administration Strategy Director Peter Wehner’s Claim Today of Bush’s “Good News”
Peter Wehner’s citation of “good news” (June 5 Washington Post and elsewhere) made me laugh—it was almost all a lesser version of what President Clinton bequeathed to the new administration.

First Wehner, Bush’s “director of strategic initiatives”, tries hard to get readers to ignore the Administration’s handling of Iraq, Iran, Katrina, and immigration by passing them all off in six lines as ”major problems”; then he recites his list of “good news”.   But we have to ask, “Aside from that Mrs. Lincoln, how was the play?”

For his “good news” he asserts:

* “Violent crime remains the lowest” – thank you President Clinton for bringing it there.

* “Welfare caseloads have declined almost 60% since 1996” – thank you President Clinton for the hard-fought bill on welfare reform.

* “Drugs by teens has dropped 19% since 2001” – but 34% in Clinton’s last three years under Drug Czar McCaffrey, with the slower pace now that the anti-drug budget has declined from $19 billion to $12 billion.

* The economy has the “fastest growth in 2 ½ years” having “added more than 5.3 million jobs since the summer of 2003”—ignoring their two million loss in the first two years, so that their real total of 3.3 million jobs compares to Clinton’s 23 million.  One can also make a strong case that tax cuts primarily for the rich have not just slowed economic growth but created the huge new deficit, compared to Clinton’s surplus.

* To me, the clincher: “The Dow Jones …has risen from 7300 in 2002 (under Bush) to above 11,000”.  Under Clinton’s economic policies, the Dow hit 11,727.98 on January 14, 2000.  When will business learn Herbert Hoover’s lesson that tax cuts like Clinton’s for the people who really need them, not trickle-down from the rich, are also good for the Stock Market and the economy?

* National Security” has improved.  Do we feel safer with the original New York and DC bomber-murderer, bin Laden, still at large while we fought in the new ground of Iraq for weapons not there? Do we feel safer with the administration cutting DC and New York’s security funds? How’s our “National Security” on 14th Street Bridge or the Brooklyn Bridge during rush hour?   Let’s be serious about where we are. Just yesterday, at DC’s huge (50,000) Race for the Cure, my wife, a breast cancer researcher, was kicked off the stage before completing a live one-minute radio interview so that Condoleezza Rice could arrive 15 minutes later -- while right below the stage anyone among the runners, never security-checked,  could have had any weapon and done real damage from five feet away.  
* Finally, “Islamic terrorists have been denied sanctuary”.  Oh?  According to the CIA’s own National Intelligence Report (January 2005), we actually created a sanctuary for them in Iraq which now “provides terrorists with a training ground, a recruitment ground”, and also created a situation where “the jihadists will disperse to other countries…and merge with local movements.” 

If Wehner’s arguments are the best the Administration can come up with, the polls are accurate that Republicans will have a long, rocky road in the 2006 congressional elections as well as the following 2008 presidential contest.
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