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BUSH AND KARZAI FORGOT THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM—AFGHAN DRUGS SUPPLYING 92% OF WORLD OPIUM AND FUNDING AL QAEDA, SAYS EX-WHITE HOUSE DRUG SPOKESMAN ROBERT WEINER
(Washington, DC)…  “Presidents Bush and Karzai forgot the elephant in the room in their joint statement today—Afghan drugs supplying 92% of world opium and funding al Qaeda,” says ex-White House drug spokesman Robert Weiner.

“I understand it is convenient to neglect this obvious issue because the U.S. military in Afghanistan believes going after the drugs would destabilize Afghanistan’s democracy—but in America we should all be more interested in stopping opium creating the world’s heroin which kills our youth, and more importantly stopping the drug funding which helps harbor al Qaeda and Osama bin Laden and his cohorts on the Pakistan border.  I am more worried about our national security than happy Afghani farmers.”

“The original reason for going into Afghanistan remains the key reason we are still there—to get bin Laden and stop al Qaeda from being a threat to us.  We are ignoring our very purpose by refusing to eradicate the drugs in that nation and not pressing the Afghanis to do it.  We appear to have a policy of benign neglect ourselves and allow one by Afghanistan,” Weiner concluded.


Bush and Karzai offered their comments following a teleconference this afternoon with United States provincial reconstruction team leaders, national guard agriculture development team representatives, and Afghan Governors.
Weiner has written many articles in major U.S. papers on Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, and related foreign policy issues including: 

· January 14, 2008 -- "No plan to fight Taliban, al Qaeda" -- in The Miami Herald -- by Robert Weiner and John Larmett 

· May 29, 2008 -- "War Spending Furthers al-Qaida Goal of Undermining U.S. Economy" in Billings (MT) Gazette -- by Robert Weiner and John Larmett 

· March 24, 2008 -- "Fear Factor and Iraq" -- in The New York Times -- by Robert Weiner of RWA (letter)

· December 24, 2007 -- "Let's Not Spread Democracy" -- in The Palm Beach Post -- by Robert Weiner and John Larmett 
· July 29, 2007 -- "Burma -- another Darfur? The country tumbles into chaos" -- in The Honolulu Star-Bulletin -- by Robert Weiner and John Larmett 
· October 27, 2006 -- "We need a Plan Afghanistan" -- in The Miami Herald -- by Robert Weiner and Richard Bangs
· June 30, 2005 -- "Saddam's Secrets" -- in The Boston Globe -- by Robert Weiner and Alexis Leventhal of RWA -- cited by Tucker Carlson on MSNBC "The Situation with Tucker Carlson" as "one of the best three opeds in the country" and "first up"

· June 9, 2005 -- "Afghanistan: U.S. ally becomes top opium supplier" -- in The Miami Herald -- by Robert Weiner and Emma Dick of RWA
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