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For Immediate Release: September 24, 2008

Contact: Bob Weiner/John Larmett 301-283-0821 or 202-329-1700

FRIDAY DEBATE SHOULD ADDRESS BUSH’S BROKEN IRAQ WITHDRAWAL PROMISES, LITTLE REPORTED BUT WHICH KEEP WAR ISSUE ALIVE, ASSERT EX-WHITE HOUSE/HILL SENIOR STAFF BOB WEINER AND JOHN LARMETT; 
WHILE MCCAIN AND BUSH SURGED IN IRAQ, AL QAEDA SURGED IN AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN;

NEAR TRILLION SPENT IN IRAQ CONTRIBUTES TO ECONOMIC MELTDOWN
(Washington, DC) – “President Bush’s broken Iraq withdrawal promises are keeping the war issue alive,” assert former Clinton White House and House Government Operations spokesman Bob Weiner and former Senate and House press secretary John Larmett in a statement today.  “This fact, little reported, must be a central aspect of Friday’s Presidential debate on foreign policy as Americans consider the credibility of the Iraq plans of the two candidates, one who wants to continue existing policy and the other who wants to end it.” 

Weiner, now head of a Washington issues strategies group, and Larmett, senior associate at Robert Weiner Associates, stated:
“While McCain and Bush surged in Iraq, al-Qaeda surged in Afghanistan and Pakistan.  
At the recent Democratic National Convention in Denver, one of the most intelligent questions was from CNN’s John Roberts who asked us off camera, ‘Is Iraq still an issue now that Bush has proposed a 2012 time for withdrawal?’  The answer is a resounding YES.
The Administration’s and candidate John McCain’s credibility on truly reducing forces is extremely low. There have been dozens of times that President Bush, Vice President Cheney, former Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, top officials, and the generals themselves have predicted the war would end shortly or put forward proposals for reducing troops by some 40,000-50,000 when they gave numbers.  The Administration’s modus operandi on Iraq has been to lay out the troop withdrawal bait the public wants and then ignore it as time passes.

Some examples:
1)  “It could last six days, six weeks, I doubt six months.” (Rumsfeld to U.S. troops in Aviano, Italy, 2/7/03)  
2)  “I think it will go relatively quickly,…Weeks rather than months.” (Vice President Cheney, CBS’s Face the Nation, 3/16/03)  
3)  “By historical standards, this will be a short war.” (It has now lasted longer than World War II)   (Richard Perle, Chairman of the Defense Policy Board, 3/25/03)  

4)  “Major combat operations in Iraq have ended.”  (President Bush, in front of “Mission Accomplished” banner, 5/1/03)  

5)  “I think they’re in the last throes, if you will, of the insurgency.” (Vice President Cheney, 6/29/05) 
6)  “If all goes half-well, we will perhaps withdraw another 40,000 troops in 2006, leaving us with just under 100,000 troops there.” (Gen. George W. Casey, Commander - U.S. Forces in Iraq, 11/05) 
7)  “Gen. Petraeus and Ambassador Crocker tell me if the kind of success we are now seeing continues it will be possible to maintain the same level of security with fewer American forces.”  (President Bush, 9/3/07)
8)  “Conditions are currently such that our military can safely withdraw up to 50,000 of our current total of about 138,000 troops from Iraq over the next year…” (Tony Snow, White House Press Secretary, 6/18/06)

9)  “I hope that more brigades could come out (in 2009).” (Adm. Mike Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 7/08)
10) After suggesting them, Gen. David Petraeus, current Iraq commander who starting in October will head U.S. Central Command, issued a recommendation this month to President Bush that he postpone sharp troop cuts in Iraq until next year.        

Candidate McCain regularly asserts that “the surge has succeeded”—but at what? Those who call for “victory” in Iraq probably do not mean stopping the 1-2% of Iraqi insurgents whom the CIA says are actually al-Qaeda. The remainder of the Iraqi insurgents are civil war enemies fighting each other for thousands of years. While we are no longer losing 100 soldiers a month in Iraq, we’re still losing 20-30 mostly to improvised explosive devices (IED’s).  
Al Qaeda has expanded to 60 countries and is headquartered not in Iraq but Pakistan and Afghanistan (and Saudi Arabia, where fifteen of the nineteen 9/11 al Qaeda hijackers came from and where training still continues).  Our prime target, bin Laden, remains on the loose on the Afghanistan-Pakistan border—with our eye off his capture and allowing Pakistani and Afghanistan tribal leaders to harbor al Qaeda and the Taliban, we have failed in this major objective. 
          While it is gratifying that we have been able to turn security in Anbar over to the Iraqis this month, even that has not translated into President Bush’s “When the Iraqis stand up, we will stand down” promise. 
         The near trillion dollars we have spent in Iraq has contributed to the current U.S. economic meltdown -- and plays to the al Qaeda strategy of decoying the West into spending which undermines our economy. We still are paying some $12 billion a month for the war. 150,000 contractors are in Iraq as “security,” conducting identical functions to the military but who make three to five times as much. The real number of US with military roles in Iraq is at least 300,000 -- rarely pointed out by media. 
          Given the excuses the Administration has made each prior time it did not implement its own or its generals’ suggested troop withdrawals, Barack Obama’s more structured 16-month withdrawal, and his priority for this action, are far more credible than McCain’s continuation of current policy.

          We have misfired on the wrong target.  As the CIA stated in 2006, we created “a haven for terrorists” by forming a target for insurgents in Iraq. It is a bulls-eye against ourselves that will dissipate as we leave.
          With the Administration’s record of ignoring its own withdrawal promises for nearly six years, Iraq will not be off the table as an issue until we have truly shifted course.” 
Weiner and Larmett have published many recent opeds in major U.S. papers on Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and related foreign policy issues including: 

· May 29, 2008 -- "War Spending Furthers al-Qaida Goal of Undermining U.S. Economy" in Billings (MT) Gazette -- by Robert Weiner and John Larmett of RWA  • Reprinted in Truthout.org

· March 24, 2008 -- "Fear Factor and Iraq" -- in The New York Times -- by Robert Weiner of RWA (letter)

· January 19, 2008 -- "Pakistan, Terrorism and Drugs" -- in The New York Times -- by Robert Weiner (letter)

· January 14, 2008 -- "No plan to fight Taliban, al Qaeda" -- in The Miami Herald -- by Robert Weiner and John Larmett of RWA | as HTML 

· December 24, 2007 -- "Let's Not Spread Democracy" -- in The Palm Beach Post -- by Robert Weiner and John Larmett of RWA  • Reprinted in Truthout.org

· July 29, 2007 -- "Burma -- another Darfur? The country tumbles into chaos" -- in The Honolulu Star-Bulletin -- by Robert Weiner and John Larmett of RWA

· July 5, 2007 -- "Plan could extricate U.S. from Iraq" -- in The Wichita Eagle -- by Robert Weiner and John Larmett of RWA

· October 27, 2006 -- "We need a Plan Afghanistan" -- in The Miami Herald -- by Robert Weiner and Richard Bangs of RWA

· June 30, 2005 -- "Saddam's Secrets" -- in The Boston Globe -- by Robert Weiner and Alexis Leventhal of RWA -- cited by Tucker Carlson on MSNBC "The Situation with Tucker Carlson" as "one of the best three opeds in the country" and "first up"

· June 9, 2005 -- "Afghanistan: U.S. ally becomes top opium supplier" -- in The Miami Herald -- by Robert Weiner and Emma Dick of RWA
