Points by Gen. McCaffrey 
WHITE DEER RUN, ALLENWOOD September 10, 2007
· Thank CRC Health Group’s visionary CEO, Dr. Barry Karlin for introduction. Despite a time of reduced federal funding, he created the country’s largest substance abuse and behavioral treatment organization to help meet the national drug treatment gap.  CRC, whose headquarters are based in Cupertino, now has over 25 treatment centers in California alone and over 140 nationwide.

·   Congratulations to The White Dear Run and CRC teams including Jeb Bird, Joe Procopio, Jerry Rhodes, Ron Fry, Melissa Preshaw, and many others
· Recognize Deb Beck, President of Drug and Alcohol Service Providers Organization of Pennsylvania (DASPOP). 
· Also thank and recognize for their leadership: Representative Gene DiGirolamo (Bucks County), Representative Steven Cappelli (Lycoming), Col. Dave Hall, President, Greater Susquehanna Valley Chamber of Commerce, and other officials here today.
· Honor to be here at the opening of this new treatment facility that will help patients on their way to recovery. 
· Allenwood’s new detox facility will be a “national model” to address the treatment shortage.  Allenwood will provide comprehensive services that very few facilities provide for illicit drugs, medications, and alcohol, including the challenge of dual diagnosis of both substance abuse and mental issues. 

· The protocols and training, and the availability of psychiatrists, practitioners, certified addiction counselors, and RN’s, make the new center ‘state of the art.’” 
· The new detox center will have 42 beds, adding to the 226 ongoing rehabilitation beds currently in the facility.
· White Deer Run has storied history, 37 years. Today will be large part of its future history.
· The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) estimates that 252,000 PENNSYLVANIANS need but are not receiving treatment for illicit drug use, and 748,000 for alcohol abuse.  Less than 100,000 now receive treatment – 90,000 according to SAMHSA.
· The NATIONAL "treatment gap":  ***According to HHS/SAMHSA’s latest figures, “the number of persons aged 12 or older needing treatment for an illicit drug or alcohol use problem was 23.2 million—9.5 percent of the population aged 12 or older” – ALMOST ONE IN 10.  Yet only 3.9 million receive treatment.  We have a 20 MILLLION PERSON GAP.


· There are truly dedicated and outstanding national leaders in the anti-drug field: Terry Cline, Administrator of  SAMHSA (the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration), and Charles Curie, former Administrator;  Nora Volkow, MD, the brilliant Director of NIDA (National Institute on Drug Abuse), Wesley Clark, Director of CSAT (Center for Substance Abuse Treatment), and Karen Tandy, Head of the DEA (Drug Enforcement Administration).
· Drugs are a national security threat, the primary cause of crime here at home in America because of actions related to addiction and the desperation of buying drugs, as well as what drugs cause like rape, school and work dropouts, and teen pregnancy. America’s team effort can curtail it.

· Due to the nation’s team effort by work in both the public and private sectors, including over 5000 community coalitions including parents, teachers, coaches, and health care professionals, we are making progress: Over the past three years, use of any illicit drug in the past 30 days (so-called "current" use) declined 11 percent. Over the past 25 years, we have reduced drug abuse in America by an astounding 50 percent. Crime is at thirty-year lows, in part because crack and cocaine use has dropped dramatically.


· Despite the recent progress, we still face a crisis. One of every six teenagers and nearly half of America’s college students abused illegal drugs in the past month, according to SAMHSA.  


· Four out of five students in high schools across the country are reporting seeing drugs used near them, CASA reported on August 16.


·  A shocking DOJ statistic is that 68% of people arrested test positive for illegal drugs in 30 cities.


· The National Association of Counties last year found that 58 per cent of law enforcement officers consider growing abuse of methamphetamine “a national crisis,” and they are right – over 12 million teens tried it last year.  

· Nearly 75 percent of illegal drug users are employed in full and part-time jobs.  SAMHSA just released new figures in June showing that 19.5 million full-time employees are current drug or alcohol abusers and 13.5 million of those employees are dependent on alcohol or illegal drugs.


· Alcohol and drug abuse costs American businesses over $100 billion dollars in lost productivity in just one year.
 
· NEW ISSUE:  Prescription painkillers like OxyContin are “The New Heroin”: Treatment clinics are showing between a three and five-fold increase in admissions for the range of abused prescriptions by all age groups over the past five years. In the United States today there are nearly a million heroin users, and 1.4 million Americans abuse or are dependent upon prescription pain relievers that are equally addictive opiates like OxyContin. Medical treatments including methadone and buprenorphine can make a huge difference, together with education, prevention, and counseling.
*     FOREIGN POLICY:  DRUGS ARE A NATIONAL SECURITY ISSUE.

Afghanistan, #1 world opium/heroin supplier, funds al Qaeda and the warlords, destabilizes the very democracy we are trying to help build.  No true democracy until drugs come under control.  Likewise Colombia—continuing support needed for Colombia, Peru, Bolivia, Latin America.  
Mexico: Need to support its counter-drug efforts, and new Administration plan in the making to assure continued drug fighting there. Mexico is critical partner, eradicates more drugs than any nation on earth but also supplies or transits half of U.S. marijuana and methamphetamine and most cocaine.

*    Finally, Federal funding must continue to support all of America’s critical anti-drug programs, foreign and domestic. 
· Treatment is important to all of us. This new facility will make an enormous contribution.
· WDR PHONE NUMBER TO CALL FOR HELP:  800-626-9355
