DRUG ABUSE STATISTICS – Source: SAMHSA 2005

22 Million Americans are Drug-Alcohol Dependant

An estimated 22 million Americans abused or were dependent on drugs, alcohol or both, in 2002, according to the latest report from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). Some 19.5 million Americans -- 8.3 percent of the total population ages 12 and up -- currently use illicit drugs, 54 million take part in binge drinking and 15.9 million are heavy drinkers. 

While 7.7 million people needed treatment for their drug problem and 18.6 million needed treatment for a serious alcohol problem, the report shows that only 1.4 million received drug abuse treatment and 1.5 million were treated for their alcohol problem. Over 94 percent of people with substance use disorders who did not receive treatment said they did not believe they needed treatment. 

SAMHSA estimates that 88,000 out of 362,000 people who realized they needed treatment for drug abuse, tried but were unable to get treatment in 2002. [image: image1.png]



Another 266,000 tried, but were unable to get treatment for alcohol abuse. 

"There is no other medical condition for which we would tolerate such huge numbers unable to obtain the treatment they need," HHS Secretary Tommy G. Thompson said in a press release. "We need to enact President Bush's Access to Recovery Program to provide treatment to those who seek to recover from addiction and move on to a better life. That is what Recovery Month is all about."

Used by 14.6 million Americans, marijuana remained the most commonly-consumed illicit drug. About one third of all marijuana users, 4.8 million, reported using it on 20 days or more a month. The number of persons under age 18 who reported using marijuana for the first time declined slightly between 2000 and 2001, according to SAMHSA's 2002 survey. 

There were 1.7 million youthful new marijuana users in 2001, down from 2.1 million in 2000. The percentage of youth ages 12-17 who had ever used marijuana declined slightly from 2001 to 2002, from 21.9 percent to 20.6 percent. Most youngsters 12-17 reported that the last marijuana they used was obtained without paying, usually from friends. 

"Prevention is the key to stopping another generation from abusing drugs and alcohol," SAMHSA Administrator Charles G. Curie said. "It is gratifying to see that fewer adolescents under age 18 are using marijuana. Now, we need to step up our prevention activities to drive the numbers down further." 

Non-medical use of prescription drugs ranks as the second most popular category of drug abuse. Prescription drugs are abused by an estimated 6.2 million people age 12 and older. 

In 2002, there were 2 million persons who currently used cocaine, 567,000 of whom used crack. Hallucinogens were used by 1.2 million people, including 676,000 who used Ecstasy. There were 166,000 current heroin users. Among youngsters 12-17, inhalant use was higher than use of cocaine. 

About 10.7 million people ages 12 to 20 (28.8 percent of this age group) reported drinking alcohol in the month prior to the survey interview. Of these, 7.2 million were binge drinkers (19.3 percent) and 2.3 million were heavy drinkers (6.2 percent). There were 33.5 million Americans who drove under the influence of alcohol at least once in the 12 months prior to the interview. 

All of this data and more on drug abuse in America can be found in the 2002 National Survey on Drug Use & Health located online at: http://www.samhsa.gov/oas/nhsda.htm#NHSDAinfo
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