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Our correctional system is in crisis:
· 1 out of 100 U.S. citizens is now behind bars, with the burden falling disproportionately on minorities and poorer communities.  The U.S. incarcerates more of its citizens per capita than China, Russia and Middle Eastern nations.

· As a result, severe budget deficits are plaguing State and Federal correctional systems and population caps have been imposed on prison over-crowding.
· Prison caps can mean only one thing:  As new inmates enter the prison system, others must be released through the back door.  There isn’t “room enough at the inn” for the truly violent offenders who need to be kept off our streets.
· And our current practices are not deterring recidivism.  Two out of three inmates released from prison are re-arrested for a new crime and more than half are re-incarcerated.  In some states, nearly three-quarters are re-incarcerated.
· 80% of prison and jail inmates are drug or alcohol abusers and nearly one half are addicted
The large majority of these offenders are nonviolent and can be safely and successfully treated in the community with the appropriate degree of supervision.

Drug Courts are the antidote:
· The scientific community has put Drug Courts under its microscope and concluded that Drug Courts significantly reduce crime and substance abuse better than prison and probation.

· 15 years of research involving hundreds of studies has yielded definitive proof that Drug Courts significantly reduce crime by as much as 35%.
· Furthermore Drug Courts save taxpayers money.  For every $1 invested in Drug Courts, between $2 and $3 are saved through the avoidance of crime and victims of crime. 
If Drug Courts are so effective, then what would happen if we made them available to all addicted offenders in the justice system?

A recent national study by the prestigious Urban Institute in Washington, DC answers that question.

According to the study:

· There are approximately 1.47 million adult arrestees each year in the U.S. at risk for drug abuse or addiction who would benefit greatly from Drug Court.

· Currently, Drug Courts treat less than 5% of these individuals.

· If all of these 1.47 million arrestees were permitted into Drug Courts, the investment would be about $13.7 billion, but the benefits would exceed $46 billion – more than tripling the investment.  In addition, many millions of crimes would be averted. 

· Needless to say, individuals posing a serious risk to public safety would be excluded and presumably incarcerated. 
· As a first step, merely doubling the number of individuals served by Drug Courts who are currently eligible would more than double the investment and produce net savings exceeding $1.17 billion.
This study is a call to arms to take Drug Courts to scale.  

· Simply put, Drug Courts must reach a greater proportion of this treatable population.

· Accomplishing this requires an investment large enough to put a Drug Court in all 3,143 counties or judicial districts in the nation.
· We also need to remove overly restrictive barriers to entry into Drug Courts that do not serve public safety aims.
