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Drug courts touted for savings

May 31, 2008

By Heather Ratcliffe
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ST. LOUIS — American taxpayers would save more than $46 billion if drug addicts now in prison were instead treated, according to a study released Friday at a national convention of drug court professionals.

Retired Army Gen. Barry McCaffrey, a former U.S. drug czar, and actress Melanie Griffith joined experts in calling on lawmakers to increase funding for such courts.

"This is not a war on drugs," McCaffrey said. "This is a problem for our families in America. In order to turn drugs around in this country, we're going to have to treat those 1.5 million people who are addicted."

Griffith, a recovering alcohol and drug addict, said she believes drug courts are effective because they provide both support and accountability for abusers. 


"I had a long struggle with addiction because I didn't have that. And by the grace of God, I didn't end up in prison," Griffith said. "There are so many people, who with this kind of help, can lead beautiful lives."

The study from the Urban Institute in Washington found that about 3 percent of arrested addicts are referred to a drug court, which offers supervised treatment to nonviolent offenders whose records are expunged if they complete the program.

"Most addicts need something more than being warehoused," said Judge Charles Simmons Jr., a drug court judge in Greenville, S.C. "Drug courts are putting families back together, and they are decreasing crime at a tremendous savings to taxpayers."

Housing an inmate in prison can cost up to $40,000 a year while drug court treatment costs up to $3,500 per offender a year, Simmons said. 

McCaffrey said 15 years of research has yielded definitive proof that drug courts significantly reduce crime by as much as 35 percent. He said legislators and the public may get behind the system once they understand its cost savings.

"The math in unarguable," McCaffrey said. "If you want to unclog America's prisons, drug courts need to be taken to scale."

Many prosecutors, judges, social workers, health providers and attorneys who participate in the 2,100 drug courts nationwide attended the three-day conference at America's Center that ended Friday. 

Missouri has 110 drug court programs serving more than 3,400 participants. Since their inception, more than 6,200 people have graduated from a drug court in Missouri with a 10 percent recidivism rate.

Illinois has 19 drug courts in operation, including one in Madison County, with more in the developmental stages. 
Link to original: http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stlouiscitycounty/story/C84CC8AE044113FF8625745A00043C91?OpenDocument 
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NATIONAL DISTRIBUTION

May 30, 2008

ST. LOUIS — It would cost the United States $14 billion to create a national network of drug courts to steer criminals into addiction treatment rather than prison. But the investment could ultimately save the public $46 billion over the long run, according to a study released here Friday.

Former U.S. drug czar Gen. Barry McCaffrey said the study supports his belief that drug court programs must be expanded to give criminals addiction treatment. It’s the only way to move repeat criminals out of the justice system and back to a normal life, he said during a meeting of the National Association of Drug Court Professionals.

“This is not a war on drugs,” McCaffrey said. “This is a social problem. A community problem. A values problem.”

The study was conducted by the Urban Institute, a Washington, D.C.-based think tank. The group analyzed what would happen if drug courts were expanded to cover the 1.5 million U.S. inmates who might be eligible, as opposed to the roughly 55,000 who have access to the courts now, said Urban Institute senior researcher John Roman.

Roughly 85 percent of the savings from drug courts would come through reducing repeat offenses by defendants who kick their addictions, Roman said. The savings include money taxpayers wouldn’t spend on repeated arrests, court hearings and incarcerations that often dog drug addicts, he said.

South Carolina Circuit Court Judge Chuck Simmons said drug courts use the full weight of the justice system to persuade drug or alcohol addicts to get treatment after they commit a crime. But the courts remain a rarity in the United States.

Defendants who choose to participate meet with a drug court judge once a week, Simmons said. They also attend counseling sessions and undergo frequent drug screening. If they fail, they are kicked out of the court and must serve jail time for their initial crime.

Simmons said drugs and alcohol are involved in the crimes of some 70 percent of the defendants who enter his court. Treating addiction attacks the root of the problem, he said.

“I went into (the drug court program) with some hesitation,” Simmons said. “But it works in no way I’ve ever seen the criminal justice system work.”

McCaffrey said funding for national drug court programs was $40 million annually when he stepped down as drug czar. The funding has since been cut to $15 million, he said. He recommended the funding drastically increase to keep a majority of offenders out of prison.

Building a national network of drug courts wouldn’t be easy, McCaffrey said. It would require training and hiring leagues of counselors to help addicts beat their habits, but the payoff would be worth it.

“If you want to unclog American prisons, then we’ve got to take drug courts to scale,” he said.

Actress Melanie Griffith was at the meeting Friday to support drug court expansion. She said she could have benefited from such a program as she battled addiction in the past.

“The support is really important. But the accountability is even more important,” she said.
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Link to original: http://www.columbiamissourian.com/stories/2008/05/30/study-drug-courts-could-reduce-prison-population/ 

EDITORIAL
June 3, 2008

Tuesday editorial: Rhetoric and reality

By Editorial Board
Actress Melanie Griffith rolled up her sleeves last Friday, but not so she could leave handprints in the concrete outside Grauman’s Chinese Theatre in Hollywood. She was in St. Louis, hoping to use her celebrity to make a different kind of impression.

Ms. Griffith is a recovering alcoholic and substance abuser. She was here, along with retired Army Gen. and former U.S. drug czar Barry McCaffrey to support a national campaign that seeks to expand so-called drug courts. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., had been in town for the same purpose the day before.

Why? Drug courts work. Communities fed up with drug-related crime should take notice. So should states fed with the expense and futility of overflowing prisons.
Drug courts have been a part of St. Louis’ legal landscape for more than a decade, and there is compelling evidence that they are paying off.

These are the special tribunals organized to provide an alternative to incarceration for non-violent offenders whose crimes involve drug abuse or addiction. The concept is straightforward:

Defendants diverted to drug court are given a chance at drug treatment. The drug court and its professional staff connect them with services and provide structure, supervision and accountability through the process.

Drug court participants must successfully complete an intensive program of individual and group counseling and other treatment. They also must submit to frequent drug tests. In return, they receive job placement, housing and mental health and other medical assistance. They make regular appearances before a judge, with a caseworker in tow to ensure that they move forward on the road to recovery, and they are monitored every step of the way.

Cynics may believe this is hopeless. But they are wrong. What’s hopeless — and horrifically expensive — is the revolving door of drug dependency, crime, incarceration, release and an immediate return to drug abuse.

An independent audit of the first seven years of St. Louis’ adult felony drug court compared 219 of its “graduates” with 219 criminal defendants charged with comparable drug crimes who went through the ordinary probation process.

The drug court involved a bigger up-front investment — $7,793 per graduate compared to $6,344 for regular probationers. But over the next four years, the investment paid off big. Only about 11 percent of those who successfully completed drug court were charged with a subsequent drug offense. Forty-five percent of those who went through the usual probation process were charged with a subsequent offense.

Drug courts most commonly are used in big cities, but a study published in April by the Urban Institute’s Justice Policy Center estimated that, nationally, a roughly equal number of rural and suburban offenders would make good drug-court candidates. Only about 55,000 of the 1.4 million offenders who fit the profile of a good drug court candidate are being served.

That’s why Ms. Griffith, Mr. McCaffrey and Ms. McCaskill were meeting here with the National Association of Drug Court Professionals. They are pushing to take “drug courts to scale.” That is, expand them to meet demand.

Mr. McCaffrey poses this political test: “Do we believe our rhetoric” when we claim as a nation that we want to end drug dependency and all the damage that it causes?

He suggests this challenge to our presidential candidates: Double the capacity of drug courts during your first term in office. That seems like an attainable goal, one that would bring rhetoric closer to reality, saving money, lives and families in the process.

Link to original: http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/editorialcommentary/story/278C3449EB5132F68625745D005D7013?OpenDocument 
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ASSOCIATED PRESS PHOTOS
(with captions) NATIONAL DISTRIBUTION
Former U.S. drug czar Gen. Barry McCaffrey speaks during a meeting of the National Association of Drug Court Professionals Friday, May 30, 2008, in St. Louis. McCaffrey said the study supports his belief that drug court programs must be expanded to give criminals addiction treatment.

(AP Photo/Tom Gannam)
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Actress Melanie Griffith listens as Former U.S. drug czar Gen. Barry McCaffrey speaks during a meeting of the National Association of Drug Court Professionals Friday, May 30, 2008, in St. Louis. McCaffrey said the study supports his belief that drug court programs must be expanded to give criminals addiction treatment. Griffith was at the meeting Friday to support drug court expansion.

(AP Photo/Tom Gannam)
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Actress Melanie Griffith speaks as Former U.S. drug czar Gen. Barry McCaffrey listens during a meeting of the National Association of Drug Court Professionals Friday, May 30, 2008, in St. Louis. McCaffrey said the study supports his belief that drug court programs must be expanded to give criminals addiction treatment. Griffith was at the meeting Friday to support drug [image: image17.png]ST.LOUIS POST-DISPATCH
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court expansion.

(AP Photo/Tom Gannam)

Former U.S. drug czar Gen. Barry McCaffrey talks about the need for more drug courts during a meeting of the National Association of Drug Court Professionals Friday, May 30, 2008 in St. Louis.

(AP Photo/Tom Gannam)
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  KSDK NBC-5 TV

Retired General on Panel Calling for Increase in 'Drug Courts'

Created: 5/30/2008 7:45:52 PM 

Just over two years ago, Rena Mimes said could never have imagined herself with a seat at the table, planning a rally for recovering addicts.

"My addiction was crack cocaine," said Mimes. "I used crack cocaine for 16 years, in fact, all the way up until I got caught trying to buy crack cocaine."


But when Mimes was arrested, instead of a prison sentence, she was sent to drug court, a closely monitored treatment alternative to incarceration. She said it worked for her, and she's seen it work for others.

"I know people who have been to jail five or six or more times, and then when they were introduced to drug court, they got a grip they got it together," Mimes said.

There are more than 2,000 drug courts nationwide in 2008, compared to just 12 operating in the country during the 1990s.

"The problem is, that's this big in the scale of the challenge we face," said Gen. Barry McCaffrey (Ret.), former U.S. Drug Czar.

On Friday, the National Drug Court Convention in St. Louis hosted a high-profile panel, including McCaffrey and actress Melanie Griffith. The panel called for a drastic increase in the number of drug courts nationwide.

"If you want to unclog America's prisons, then we've got to take drug courts to scale," McCaffrey said. "That means every county needs to have a drug court where we can predictably bring these people in to treatment."

Should cities and states around the country take the advice of the panel and increase their drug courts, they may look to Missouri as a model of success. The state has more drug courts per capita than any other in the country. And while incarceration rates across the country have gone up, they've gone down in Missouri. Proponents said that credit goes, in part, to drug courts.

However, drug court critics counter that success rates do not account for those that drop out of the programs, and add that drug courts need national standards to be more effective.
Link to original: http://www.ksdk.com/news/news_article.aspx?storyid=147296 

MORE TV AND RADIO
Gen. McCaffrey and the Drug Court Conference

05/30 to 05/31

1684414

	North American Markets

	1. NEWSCHANNEL 5 At Nine
	DMA: 21

	KSDK-TV CH 5 (NBC) St. Louis
	

	05/31/2008
	09:00 AM - 10:00 AM
	 
	

	Available formats: QuickView, DVD, CD, digital link, videotape, transcript, NewsBoard

	[CC] 00:39:43 A general and and an actress are calling for an increase in the number of drug courts. St. Louis is hosting a National Convention for Drug Court Professionals. Drug courts are closely supervised treatment alternatives to prisons for drug offenders. General Barry McCaffrey and Melanie Griffith are calling for increases in the number of drug courts nationwide. 50,000 people are in drug courts. The panel says with more drug courts, as many as 1. 5 million offenders could be treated. A guy breaking into your house and 2:00 in the morning, stealing something out of your car, people doing street prostitution, this is a drug and alcohol abuse, their lives are in chaos, they are driven by this compulsion, they are a tremendous threat to the you get them in drug court, crime rates go down, the cost of the taxpayer goes down, their families are grateful breaches the general says drug courts could drastically reduce prison populations. Success rates don't account for those who drop out of the program. We could see more of the interview on ksdk.com. 00:40:50

	 
	
	

	2. KMBC 9 Weekend News
	DMA: 31

	KMBC-TV CH 9 (ABC) Kansas City
	

	05/31/2008
	07:00 AM - 08:00 AM
	 
	

	Available formats: QuickView, DVD, CD, digital link, videotape, transcript, NewsBoard

	[CC] 00:35:34 Former US Drug czar General Barry McCaffrey says a new study supports his belief that drug court programs should be extended. He was in St. Louis yesterday for the National Drug Counselor Training Meeting. McCaffrey says the expanded treatment could cut prison time for inmates with drug charges. The study found it would cost taxpayers about 14-billion dollars to create the programs, but that it could end up saving taxpayers three times that about 46-billion dollars. 00:37:21

	 
	
	

	3. Today In St. Louis
	DMA: 21

	KSDK-TV CH 5 (NBC) St. Louis
	

	05/31/2008
	06:00 AM - 07:00 AM
	 
	

	Available formats: QuickView, DVD, CD, digital link, videotape, transcript, NewsBoard

	[CC] 00:19:07 A retired general and Golden Globe Award winning actress are calling for an increase in the number of drug courts. They offer alternatives to jail time for criminal drug offenses. Casey Nolen reports. Two years ago, when they could never have imagined herself at the table planning a rally for recovering addicts. I use crack cocaine until I got caught trying to buy crack cocaine. When Ray was arrested instead of prison, she was sent to drug court, a closely supervised treatment alternative to incarceration. She says it worked for her and she has seen it work for others. People have been in jail more than five or six or more times. When they were introduced to drug courts they got a grip. There were only twelve drug couts in the country since 1990 there are more than 2,000 nationwide. The problem is that is this big on the scale of the challenge we face. The National Drug Court Convention in Saint Louis posted a high profile pedal including the four-star General Barry McMaffrey and Melanie Griffith. It called for drastic increase in the nber of drug courts nationwide. If you want to unclog America's prisons we have to take drug courts to scale. That means every county has to have a drug court where we can predictably bring these people into treatment. Cities and states around the country take the advice of the pedal an increase their drug courts, they might look to Missouri has a model of success. The state has more drug courts per-capita than any other incarceration rates across the country have gone up in Missouri they have gone down and proponents say the credit goes in part to drug courts. I had given up. I thought my life was supposed to be, drug court taught me how to live again. Drug court critics say success rates don't account for those who drop out of programs. They argue they need national standards to be more effective. 00:21:11

	 
	
	

	4. CW 11 News
	DMA: 21

	KPLR-TV CH 11 (CW) St. Louis
	

	05/30/2008
	09:00 PM - 09:30 PM
	 
	

	

	[CC] 00:05:54 Can a 14 billion dollar drug treatment project cut on crime and save taxpayers money. Criminal justice experts in St. Louis today believe it can. And as CW 11 Theresa Petry tells us they are getting some support from Hollywood. There are an estimated 2.1 million people behind bars in the U.S., that's one out every 100 citizens. Former drug czar General Barry McCaffrey is in town for a national conference on drug abuse, says the solution to cut is drug courts. What exactly does drug court entail? Missouri currently has 99 drug courts Illinois 27, but a majority, 78% report turning clients away because they lack funding. He claims that's a savings to taxpayers who pay 60 billion dollars to house inmates. Griffith, in recovery for drug and alcohol abuse, supports the program saying it makes people accountable. Statistics show there is a 16% repeat offen rate among drug court graduates. Those in the medical field need to invest in the effort. 00:10:13

	 
	
	

	5. CHANNEL 4 News
	DMA: 21

	KMOV-TV CH 4 (CBS) St. Louis
	

	05/30/2008
	06:00 PM - 06:30 PM
	 
	

	Available formats: QuickView, DVD, CD, digital link, videotape, transcript, NewsBoard

	[CC] 00:08:35 Actress Melanie Griffith comes to St. Louis to talk about a serious problem, one she knows personally about. 00:08:41

	 
	
	

	[CC] 00:11:51 Award winning actress Melanie Griffith is in St. Louis to talk about repeat offenders in America's prisons. The research shows more arrestees should be treated in drug she is a recovering drug addict and alcoholic. There's so many people with this kind of help, they can live normal, productive, be not be stuck in the system and not be terribly saddened and messed up. More than 3,000 people are attending the National Drug Court Conference tomorrow. 00:12:47

	 
	
	

	6. NEWSCHANNEL 5 At Six
	DMA: 21

	KSDK-TV CH 5 (NBC) St. Louis
	

	05/30/2008
	06:00 PM - 06:30 PM
	 
	

	Available formats: QuickView, DVD, CD, digital link, videotape, transcript, NewsBoard

	[CC] 00:07:51 Next at six, what brought actress Melanie Griffith down today. 00:07:51

	 
	
	

	[CC] 00:10:23 A retired actress and a four star general were in St Louis today calling for more drug courts. Proponents believe that drug courts can unclog prisons and change lives. Just over two years ago this woman said she could have never imagined herself at the seat of a table planning a rally for recovering addicts. I used crack cocaine for 16 years all the way till the got caught trying to buy crack. When she was arrested, instead of prison she was sent to drug court, a closely supervised treatment program rather than prison. I know of people that have been to jail five or six times. But when they're introduced to drug court, they got it together. With only 12 drug courts in the 1990s, there are more than 2,000 nationwide. The problem is that's this big on the scale of the challenge we face. Friday the National Drug Court Convention in St. Louis hosted a high profile panel including four star general Barry McCaffrey and actress Melanie Griffith. They called for drastic increases for the number of drug courts nationwide. If you want to unclog America's prison we need to take drug court to scale. That means every county needs to have a drug court where we can bringing treatment. Should cities and states around the country take the advice around the panel and increase the drug court they may look to Missouri as a model of success. They have more drug courts per capita than any other. And while incarceration rates have gone up in Missouri some have gone down. I had gave up. I felt my life was supposed to be and add detective. Drug court taught me how to live again. Court's only measure of success is ey don't keep track of those that drop out. 00:12:21

	 
	
	

	7. NEWSCHANNEL 5 At Noon
	DMA: 21

	KSDK-TV CH 5 (NBC) St. Louis
	

	05/30/2008
	12:00 PM - 01:00 PM
	 
	

	Available formats: QuickView, DVD, CD, digital link, videotape, transcript, NewsBoard

	[CC] 00:07:31 A National Drug Conference is underway in St. Louis this hour. They are announcing the findings of a new study could change the way that drug offenders are handled by the national justice stem. They look at drug courts and their effectiveness. It shows that drug made more of an investment in drug courts prison space would be freed up and they would be less likely to reoffend. 00:08:03

	 
	
	

	8. KMOX-AM 1120 (CBS) St. Louis
	DMA: 21

	
	

	05/30/2008
	07:00 AM - 08:00 AM
	 
	

	00:50:00 ... Barry McCaffrey, retired United States Army general who is currently an adjunct professor in the United States Military Academy ... he's also NBC and MSNBC military analyst as well as a consultant for one of his own terms ... for our purposes today we're going to chat with him about being a former drug czar the United States' position he held during the Clinton administration between nineteen ninety six and two thousand one ... McCaffrey thank you very much for joining us today here we appreciate it ... he was in St Louis today for a rather large conference and a speech ... there are some several thousand judges and prosecutors in treatment offenders and the purpose of your speech today in town is what ... we think that expanding drug treatment through this drug court system will unclog the nation's prisons... we're trying to take drugs to scale ... we think 80% of inmates in jail are drug or alcohol abusers ... this drug court system is nearly magical on the problem .... 00:53:59

	 
	
	

	9. Today In St. Louis At 6:00
	DMA: 21

	KSDK-TV CH 5 (NBC) St. Louis
	

	05/30/2008
	06:00 AM - 07:00 AM
	 
	

	Available formats: QuickView, DVD, CD, digital link, videotape, transcript, NewsBoard

	[CC] 00:02:06 Four star general and drug czar Barry McCaffrey is expected to be in St. Louis this morning. He's going to announce a study in the way that could change the way drug offenders are handled. They look at drug court and the effectiveness and they'll see if they made more of an investment in drug courts prison space would be freed up. They offer addicted supervised drug treatment as an alternative than the normal court system. The study results are being announced in St. Louis because a group of some 3,000 drug court professionals from judges to prosecutors and police are all at America's center attending a national drug court conference. They're here to share strategies that are working and to pick up new ideas about drug treatment programs, science and new drug testing technology like an ankle bracelet that can automatically take sweat samples to make sure like a dui offender, for example is not drinking alcohol. This year is a huge celebration. There's in science and new evidence that shows that drug courts work better than prison or probation for drug addicted offenders. The study suggests if $13. 7 billion were to be invested to expand drug courts nation-wide there would be a 46 billion dollar in return in reduced drug crime. Mike Garrity Newschannel5. 00:03:43

	 
	
	

	[CC] 00:54:11 Four star general and drug czar Barry McCaffrey is expected to be in St. Louis this morning. He's going to announce a study in the way that could change the way drug offenders are handled. They look at drug court and the effectiveness and they'll see if they made more of an investment in drug courts prison space would be freed up. They offer addicted supervised drug treatment as an alternative than the normal court system. The study results are being announced in St. Louis because a group of some 3,000 drug court professionals from judges to prosecutors and police are all at America's center attending a national drug court conference. They're here to share strategies that are working and to pick up new ideas about drug treatment programs, science and new drug testing technology like an ankle bracelet that can automatically take sweat samples to make sure like a dui offender, for example is not drinking alcohol. This year is a huge celebration. There's in science and new evidence that shows that drug courts work better than prison or probation for drug addicted offenders. The study suggests if $13. 7 billion were to be invested to expand drug courts nation-wide there would be a 46 billion dollar in return in reduced drug crime. Mike Garrity Newschannel5. 00:56:04

	 
	
	

	10. Today In St. Louis At 5:30
	DMA: 21

	KSDK-TV CH 5 (NBC) St. Louis
	

	05/30/2008
	05:30 AM - 06:00 AM
	 
	

	Available formats: QuickView, DVD, CD, digital link, videotape, transcript, NewsBoard

	00:01:34 Study: Four Star General Barry McCaffrey is going to make an announcement at the America Center at the National Drug Court Conference and will cite a study by the National Institute of Justice. I; Expert explains the Drug Court system. 00:03:18

	 
	
	

	[CC] 00:01:55 Kathleen England is here with a first look a new study, expected to be announced here in st. Louis this morning, could change the way the US Criminal justice system handles drug offenders. 4-Star General Barry McCaffrey is set to be at America's center to make the announcement. And as mike garrity tells us that's where a national drug court conference is being held. That's right, judges, prosecutors, and law enforcemt officials from accountry, and even some from other countries, are here in st. Louis, and General McCaffrey is expected to address the group of some three thousand people around 11 this morning. He's expected to share the results a new three year study of US Drug courts and their effectiveness. Drug courts offer non-violent drug offenders an alternative to the normal court system, allowing them drug treatment insteaas they agree to undergo regular testing show they're not using. The study by the national institute of justice shows that nearly three fourths of the offenders in the criminal justice system could be helped by drug courts, and in turn US Prisons would be less crowded. The study also suggests there would be fewer repeat drug offenders by as much as a third. Thu 05 28:24 "the report suggests, r 28:40 right now 43 US Senators have signed on a letter supporting the expansion of US Drug courts. National drug experts attending the st. Louis cothese days meth and illegal use of prescription drugs like oxycontin are some of the biggest things tying up our nation's criminal justice newsroom, mike garrity, newschannel 5. Food pantries across the st. Louis region say they're seeing more people, hang a tough time making ends meet. In st. Charles, saints joachim and ann care service, helps roughly a hundred and fifty people with groceries each week. In the last six months, the director says she's seeing more people from the suburbs in st. Charles, people who would be considered middle class. She attributes the increase to higher food and fuel prices, lower paying or lost jobs, and foreclosures. 00:04:02

	 
	
	

	[CC] 00:15:49 Com 2:15 welcome back the time is here are the stories making headlines this hour. The way the US Criminal justice system handles drug offenders could be affected by an announcement expected later today right here in st. Louis. The former US Drug czar, 4-star General Barry McCaffrey is expected to announce the results of a new studs drug courts and their effectiveness. Food pantries across the st. Louis region say they're seeing more people, having a tough time making ends meet. In the last six months, saints joachim and ann care service has seen more people from the suburbs in st. Charles, people who would be considered middle class. It attributes the increase to higher food and fuel prices, lower paying or lost jobs, and foreclosures. Spelling gets a national spotlight tonight in Washington, D-C. The top spellers take the stage tonight for the final round of the scripps national spelling bee. A record 288 children started out in yesterday's preliminary round, including sathwick ka-trah-gadda --A sixth grader at fort zumwalt west. The o'fallon wordsmith, however, didn't make it to today's competition. T winner of this year's bee gets a cash prize of more 30-thousand dollars. A local high school senior has been honored for his journalism skills. D-j shewmaker, who attends francis howenorth, was awarded e robert f-Kennedy memorial journalism award. He accepted the honor this week in arlington, Virginia. D-j's award-winning article was about special needs classmates. He'll attend the university of Missouri columbia this fall. Now here's jane king with this morning's bloomberg business report. 00:17:23

	 
	
	

	11. Today In St. Louis At 5:00
	DMA: 21

	KSDK-TV CH 5 (NBC) St. Louis
	

	05/30/2008
	05:00 AM - 05:30 AM
	 
	

	Available formats: QuickView, DVD, CD, digital link, videotape, transcript, NewsBoard

	[CC] 00:00:10 The way the US Criminal justice system handles drug offenders could be affected by an announcement expected to come later today right here in St. Louis. The former US drug czar, 4-star general Barry McCaffrey is expected to announce the results of a new study looking at US drug courts and their effectiveness. Newschannel 5's Mike Garrity joins us with the story. This morning General McCaffrey is expected to announce the results of a new 3-year study by the National Institute of Justice. This as a group of some 3-thousand, made up of judges, prosecutors, and law enforcement officials from across the country are gathering in St. Louis for a National Drug Court Conference. The study shows nearly three-fourths of offenders in the US criminal justice system could be helped by drug courts. It also shows prisons could be less clogged, and recidivism could be reduced, if more funding was put into drug courts by the states and the federal government, to the tune of some 13.7 billion dollars. It suggests there would be a 46 billion dollar return in reduced crime. Drug courts allow non-violent drug offenders the option of undergoing supervised drug treatment instead of going through the normal criminal justice system. Offenders agree to undergo drug testing and show they're no longer using. The National Institute of Justice, just provided a report. Right now 43 US senators have signed on a letter supporting the expansion of US drug courts. General McCaffrey is expected to make his announcement around 11 this morning. From the Newsroom, Mike Garrity, Newschannel 5. 00:03:25
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KMOX Radio – LIVE interview with General McCaffrey prior to press conference, also covered event.
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St. Louis Review
Article by Joe Kenny pending – published weekly on Fridays
Other Media Covering:
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CBS KMOV TV 4
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KPLR 11 CW/WB
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In-Depth News & Intelligent Talk




KWMU Public Radio (NPR)
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Crime & Justice News –via email to 2000+ crime and justice reporters
Drug Court Expansion Could Save $42 Billion: Study 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Nearly three-fourths of arrestees in the criminal justice system could be helped, prisons could be unclogged, and recidivism could be reduced by one-third with drug treatment of criminal offenders through drug courts, says an Urban Institute study being released today. The study is being released today at a meeting in St. Louis of tfhe National Association of Drug Court Professionals attended by former federal drug czar Barry McCaffrey and actress Melanie Griffith. The large majority of offenders being handled by drug courts "are nonviolent and can be safely and successfully treated in the community with the appropriate degree of supervision," McCaffrey says. 

The study found that nearly 1.5 million arrestees are legally and clinically eligible for drug courts, which require effective treatment under the close supervision of a specially trained judge and court team. Only 55,000 arrestees are now receiving such supervised treatment. The study says that if all 1.47 million at-risk arrestees were treated, there would be $46 billion in savings for $13.7 billion in cost - a benefit of $3.36 for every dollar, in addition to benefits of the reduction in drug addiction and crime. Justice Department studies have found that 68 percent of arrestees test positive for illegal drugs, compared to 6 percent of the general population; the Urban Institute study likewise emphasizes the drug-crime nexus. Among the studys findings are that crime is 4-6 times higher under the influence of drugs, and arrests drop by 34 percent the first year after treatment intake. There are now over two million people in our nation’s federal, state, and local prison systems. 
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FORMER DRUG CZAR BARRY MCCAFFREY, ACTRESS MELANIE GRIFFITH, NATIONAL DRUG COURTS ASSN, & URBAN INSTITUTE NEWS CONFERENCE FRIDAY MAY 30 ON GROUNDBREAKING STUDY:  DRUG TREATMENT WOULD UNCLOG NATION'S PRISONS, DRUG COURTS MUST BE EXPANDED TO TREAT 1.5 MILLION ARRESTEES
11AM FRIDAY, MAY 30, ST. LOUIS, MO, America’s Center Convention Complex, 

701 Convention Plaza, Room 200 (Press Room)

3,000 Judges, Prosecutors, Treatment Providers, Law Enforcement Officials at Conference

(St. Louis, MO) – At a news conference in St. Louis Friday, criminal justice experts will assert that nearly three-fourths of arrestees in the criminal justice system could be helped, the USA's prisons could be unclogged, and recidivism could be reduced by one-third with drug treatment of criminal offenders through drug courts.  A groundbreaking new Urban Institute study to be highlighted at the news conference similarly reports billions of dollars in potential benefits from expanding drug courts.  Former U.S. Drug Czar and Four-Star General Barry McCaffrey, John Roman of the Urban Institute that prepared the study on behalf of the National Institute of Justice, West Huddleston, CEO of the National Association of Drug Court Professionals (NADCP), SC Circuit Court Judge Chuck Simmons, Chairman of NADCP Board of Directors, and Golden Globe-winning actress and Academy Award nominee Melanie Griffith will conduct the event. 

The news conference will be at 11 AM Friday, May 30 in America’s Center Convention Complex, 701 Convention Plaza, Room 200 (Press Room).

The Urban Institute’s 112-page study found that nearly 1.5 million arrestees meet general legal and clinical standards for drug courts, which require effective treatment under the close supervision of a specially trained judge and court team. Yet only 55,000 arrestees are now receiving such supervised treatment.  The study states that if all 1.47 million at-risk arrestees were treated, there would be $46 billion in savings to society for $13.7 billion in cost – a benefit of $3.36 for every dollar, in addition to societal benefits of the reduction in drug addiction and crime.  Related Justice Department studies have found that 68% of arrestees test positive for illegal drugs, compared to 6% of the general population; the Urban Institute study likewise emphasizes the “drug-crime nexus.”  The study reaffirms findings that crime is 4-6 times higher under the influence of drugs, and arrests drop by 34% the first year after treatment intake.  There are now over two million people in our nation’s federal, state, and local prison systems.

Under General McCaffrey’s tenure as National Drug Policy Director, 1996-2001, drug courts jumped from 12 to over 1000, and now are over 2100 nationwide.

As we just honored Memorial Day, Huddleston also announced a new Veterans Drug Court focusing on rehabilitating our soldiers through mental health treatment.

The NADCP Annual Drug Court Conference will convene over 3,000 judges, prosecutors, treatment providers, law enforcement officials, probation and parole officers, and other justice professionals and community leaders from across the United States and abroad to learn the latest innovations and science. The theme of this year’s conference is “Taking Drug Courts to Scale: Healthy Families Healing Communities.”
Source: Robert Weiner Associates & National Association of Drug Court Professionals
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