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Daily Health Policy Report
Opinion Piece 

"The new Democratic Congress needs to restore the priority of home health care for senior citizens," Edward Koch, former New York City mayor and former member of Congress, and Robert Weiner, a former chief of staff of the House Committee on Aging and former legislative assistant to Koch, write in a Long Island Newsday opinion piece. According to Koch and Weiner, Medicare home health care spending since 2000 has been cut by 25% from $14 billion to $10.5 billion, and it will face additional cuts in President Bush's proposed fiscal year 2008 budget, "which calls for an 'inflation freeze' that would slash $410 million in fiscal 2008 and $9.68 billion over five years." 

Meanwhile, spending for nursing home care has increased from $13.6 billion to $15.7 billion since 2000, even though home care "is far cheaper" and offers a "higher quality of life" than nursing home care, Koch and Weiner write. The reason Congress does not prioritize home-based services is that the home care industry -- which generally is composed of small health employment agencies -- does not "have nearly the lobbying power of big institutions like the nursing home industry and the hospitals," according to Koch and Weiner (Koch/Weiner, Long Island Newsday, 7/6).
