How to be a Successful Intern at Robert Weiner Associates

By Jonathan Battaglia, Summer 2010 Intern
1. Takes notes on everything – any time you’re talking with Bob you should have a pen and paper out. A tape recorder is even better. 

2. Stay up on current events – Bob will be expecting your opinion on the latest news. On TV, Rachel Maddow, Keith Olbermann, and Chris Matthews are three of his favorites, plus Meet the Press, This Week, and State of the Union, plus John Stewart, and Jay Leno’s monologue.  Also scan the Washington Post for pieces relevant to national issues/politics and pending or past RWA opeds.
3. Load your op-eds with facts and do tons of research. The more “meat” it has, the more likely a newspaper is to accept it.

4. Take advantage of the National Press Club membership. They have great speakers and you can make connections in the industry. There’s free breakfast every morning and free dinner on Friday nights too.

5. When you do something for Bob (i.e., make corrections on an op-ed), let him know when you are done. By that point he’s moved on to something else and won’t remember unless you remind him.

6. If you have a Mac, save everything as .doc, not .docx. Bob’s computer can’t open .docx. Also, make sure you know what the title of it is on the network so it doesn’t take forever to find.

7. Make sure you are saving op-eds as you go. Redoing corrections sets everyone back and it’s not as good the second time around.

8. Don’t take Pat’s things out of the refrigerator (third row from the top). The rest of it is free for you to take.

9. There’s a speeding camera on 210 right before you get into DC. If you’re going more than 35, you will get a ticket.

10. Enjoy this internship – you are lucky to have it. What other internship lets you get published in major national newspapers with your own byline? Bob is a great writer and he will improve your writing too.

