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· On behalf of CRC Health Group I want to thank all of you for coming today. I’d like to give a special recognition to Congressman Elijah Cummings and General Barry McCaffrey,  I want to thank the folks at  the Institutes of Behavior Health particularly Dr Steven Hursh, President, all of the authors of the study including Dr. Van King one of the principle authors and of course the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine for their support. I would also like to thank the dedicated group at CRC for their work in this important study, particularly Dr. Tom Brady and Cynthia Reinbach.  
· I would like to extend a special welcome to Renata Henry of the Maryland Department of Behavioral Health and Disabilities and Gregory Warren, Executive Director and Treatment Coordinator for Baltimore City Substance Abuse Systems in the Maryland Department of Health.

· I am the CEO and founder of CRC Health Group a behavioral health company treating more than 30,000 people daily at over 140 facilities in the U.S. and abroad.

· CRC Health was the first behavioral healthcare company to bring together the experts in the treatment of addiction, troubled youth, opiate replacement therapy, eating disorders, and pain management. And the first to provide on line substance treatment through eGetgoing. 

· I founded eGetgoing in May of 2000 after observing that an incredible number of people were not getting the help they needed.  Combining my background in technology I explored the use of the internet as a vehicle to deliver treatment. 
· After speaking to clinicians and admission personnel at CRC I discovered several reasons for this. 
· Affordability  (public funding scarce, no insurance, low income)
· Capacity (facilities full especially adolescent services)
· Anonymity  (position in society, afraid of being discovered)
· Convenience (obligations to family, jobs) 
· Denial (didn’t believe their problem was severe enough to warrant rehab)
· As a result a huge number of people were not getting the help they needed. “Wait a minute” isn’t there something I can do to change this? We can take treatment to them. We can develop an internet based delivery system that addresses the barriers that prevent access to treatment. 
· On line treatment is less expensive than traditional treatment. (Affordable at $1200 for 24 sessions).Unlimited Capacity - adding more groups as warranted by demand yet the ability to keep a reasonable group size. The group can see the counselor but not each other which insures anonymity. Members can participate in treatment from the convenience of their home, office or anywhere that has internet access.  As in traditional treatment the issue of denial is addressed and treatment experience with eGetgoing could be the gateway to long term sobriety. At the end of the day this is a terrific way of addressing the treatment gap.  
· Technology has impacted greatly on the way we approach treatment:
· This is the age of information…readily available and accessible.   This is no longer the age of “Dr. Knows Best”.  People are informing themselves on addiction, treatment options, what constitutes good treatment and making decisions based on their informed state.

· The internet is another treatment delivery vehicle in the continuum of care providing   support groups, education, online group therapy or primary treatment. 
· Information technology enables us to track the ongoing stability & well-being of patients.  Intervening with the individual during times of stress or triggers is the key to long term recovery. 

· Professional Online training allows for efficiency and necessary skills building.

· At CRC Health we have incorporated technology in many aspects of our operation. Such as a new internal patient tracking system for both eGetgoing and throughout our residential treatment programs. We gather baseline information about a patient upon admission then track progress of the patient post-discharge for one year. This has been received well by both our patients and clinicians and allows us to improve our treatment delivery.   
· I am pleased that eGetgoing has received recognition today in this important study. It reaffirms my belief that eGetgoing is a high-quality drug and alcohol abuse treatment that can be available to more than 20 million Americans in need by eliminating some of the most common barriers to treatment: busy schedules, high cost, privacy concerns, lack of availability, and inconvenience. Combining over 20 years of traditional substance abuse treatment experience with advanced tele-health and eLearning technologies, eGetgoing is an affordable, private, and convenient alternative that makes online treatment an appealing option. (At the end of today’s presentation we will be giving you a demonstration of how eGetgoing works led by our Chief Medical Officer Dr. Tom Brady).
· In Conclusion:

These are exciting times in our industry.  Growing awareness; high profile recognitions that this disease can affect anyone; abundant scientific research; 24 hour access to information & knowledge; professional attraction to the field; acceptance that treatment works….this leads me to believe that we are on the precipice of major change.  Our task is to move forward with passion, take every opportunity to participate in advancements in the field; innovate and contribute to the knowledge pool by making our findings public and being the champion that treatment works. 

