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Contact for interviews: 301-283-0821 or 202-329-1700)
· With ringleader bin Laden still loose, an endless disaster in Iraq actually spearheading more terrorists, with Hezbollah using the vacuum of our mistargeted resources into Iraq as freedom to move against Israel, and with al Qaeda still making plots against us and the world as the British have exposed, are we safer now than when 9-11 hit 5 years ago, or has Bush made the situation less stable and worse? (And see cover of 8/28/06 NEWSWEEK making similar point.)
· We have diffused our resources into Iraq while bin Laden runs free, and al Qaeda continues to plan against us and the world, from Afghanistan and Pakistan, as just shown again by the plot unhatched by the British.  Am tired of Chertoff and Bush claiming credit for the Brits’ success in recent al Qaeda plot.  9-11’s Lee Hamilton: British plot shows al Qaeda “still out there, still plotting.” And “Iraq feeds terrorism… American policy (there) motivates radical Muslims.” 
· Growing American and even conservative anger over Bush’s Foreign Policy:  Iraq without a strategy, Russia cracking down on dissenters, Korea firing missiles, Iran playing for time to develop nuclear weapons, this weakness emboldening Syria and Iran to help Hezbollah in Lebanon. Now greater understanding terrorism worse because of our misfired target of Iraq. Iraq itself disaster and Amers. Know it: latest CNN and other polls show only 38% believe progress in Iraq, 51% losing ground, 60% begin withdrawal.  Eliz. Shogren, NPR: “’Dems soft on terror’ getting old, won’t work any more’”—Dems showing R policies making it worse, failed.  (DNC): “Dusting off the GOP play book: fear-mongering” 
Washpost chart Aug. 11 Under Clinton less than 300 killed by terrorists worldwide, since Bush 4000+, pace continuing, plus 100,000 Iraqis and 3000 more Americans.

· Brits did it right: with intel &  enforcement – there is nothing like Scotland Yard.  They really have only small contingent in Iraq despite Blair’s support for us.  

· Cartoon CARD (“Starfox”): “A country with fear needs a hero with none”—Administration creating LARGELY needless fear on all fronts as “terror” war: wiretaps, $ spying, email and Internet site spying on MILLIONS! (created 1984 in 2006)

· Stem cell Senate vote, earlier House Vote— Bush vetoed as knee-jerk pander to right wing;  even LOTT told Wolff Blitzer (on CNN) he voted “yes” because supporting the research is a pro-life vote!   Wife cancer research and believes Bush is blocking science, that life saving research is needed, that existing cell lines Bush allowed have deteriorated, that all lines without limiting them to existing ones should be allowed in any case.
· After 6 years of blowing off NAACP Bush barely avoided becoming first Pres since Harding to snub NAACP (because of Mfume and Bond and 2000 challenge), now says he likes Bruce Gordon…  The Ron Dellums Commission on Future for Minority Youth found that crime emergencies and community vigils are too late for youngsters who have already turned to crime. We must help them up front.(=/ Bush policies on education/health/jobs/wages).  74% of young blacks under 40 reported close friend or family had been to prison AND 66% said close friend or relative was MURDERED (Wash Post July 19 p.6)

· VIOLENT CRIME 15-YEAR record high, Bush budget cuts of 1/3 in drug prevention both LINKED: 68% of arrestees positive for drug use (our June 29 and July 26 editorials in Memphis Commercial Appeal).  19B 2001>12 B 2007 including ads, HIDTA, CTAC (our oped Memphis June 29, 25% violent crime increase while community met for reasons)

· GOP Unveils School Voucher Plan (sure: $ to religious and private schools owned by rich people). NEA Pres Reg Weaver said is wrong, takes away from ability to better our schools.

OTHER ISSUES: 

· Iraq: Bush at Big 8:  “Russia should be democ like Iraq.”  PUTIN –whom Bush said he knew his soul, remember? – shot back, Democ. Yes but never like Iraq!

· Deficit “progress” over 300 M deficits? Clinton engineered 500 B annual SURPLUSES!
· HIGHTOWER CHART: more separation of rich and poor.
· Minimum wage worth 1/3 less than 5 years ago (Wash Post chart 8/13/06) and stagnant for decade—MOST EVER—increase blocked by Republicans.
· “1984” in 2006—wiretaps, financial records spying, email and Internet surveillance, not just on a few terrorists, (which we’d all support) but on millions of Americans without the court order that the law requires.  Supreme Court—as shot down Nixon’s claims of privilege to protect his tapes 8-0, I think even this Court likely to uphold law as enacted and require court and congressional approval— as just did with Guantanamo and Bush violations of Geneva Convention.
· CUBA: As we said in our oped June 6 2004 Palm Beach Post and Cox national chain, “Life After Fidel Will Mean Raul” – worse!—has U.S. drug trafficking indictments, renowned for human rights violations—was the BAD cop in the Fidel-and-Raul governance.   So Bush must stop creating illusion post-Fidel will be better for freedom!

· Put all together—Iraq, Afghanistan/drugs, bin Laden-alQaeda still threatening, GAS PRICES & freedom given to oil co’s to exploit us for hundred billion-dollar record profits, minimum wage freeze, immigration, Katrina ineptness, privatizing Social Security as Wall Street financiers’ dream despite actual surplus (and American people knew it—and now will try again in next cycle if Repubs. win!), private pension disintegration without protection like Enron/United/Verizon/Sears/ Hewlett Packard/ GM affecting over 100 million Americans, 45 million (up from 40) without health insurance, college tuition up a third while aid down a third, making—what a surprise—allowing a third fewer low and middle income students to go to college.

· **DEMOCRATIC AGENDA—we do have oneYES!! Pelosi told me “cottage industry” of Republicans and pundits to say is none…   Have always had, and Pelosi/Dean/Reid saying, about ten points--College tuition credits, Afghanistan/bin Laden for real terror war and with intl’ support (have a summit!), not solo; minimum wage increase, Medicare prescription plan with cost protections, negotiations for rates, and import rights  -- and no “doughnut” in coverage’; environmental protection (with KYOTO) protecting us instead of protecting corporate polluter-contributors and hiding from the truth of global warming;  protect, don’t destroy, Soc Sec and Medicare (no cry-wolf, Granny-on-your-own, Wall Street giveaways when system is in surplus and Bush just trying to use SS money for tax breaks to rich and Iraq War and give the huge funding to his Wall Street friends!); nominate moderate Supreme Ct appointees; restore economics to balance budget as Clinton did, and retool tax cuts to help average Americans; promote ethics in government and end cronyism’s incompetence (i.e. Katrina).
· WIN ’06 AND ’08? 15 Seats House, 5 Senate—13% up now—no guarantees but do-able //1994.  Bush approval at 28% in Northeast will help key Dem races in PA (agst Santorum), CT (against Nancy Johnson/Shays); and Abramoff/GOP corruption causing likely D seats replacing DeLay (TX),  Ney (OH), and Frist (TN).
· ’08: D-Hillary/Warner/Edwards/Kerry/Gore/Richardson/Biden
R-McCain (actually conservative, Keating 5), Giuliani (lst pres apptment homeland sec rec. who turned out to have Mafia crime ties, a nanny, two mistresses, and was tax evader), Romney (Big Dig incompetence & Olympic bribery coverup—head of Salt Lake), Frist (SEC invest over his early sale family’s health co he claimed knew nothing of, Schiavo)  
· Have done 40+ OPEDS since WH, 400+ radio and TV shows (including Crossfire, Bill Maher, Penn and Teller) and regular commentator on Radio America and XM…

