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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 22, 2005

Contact: Bob Weiner 301-283-0821 or 202-329-1700
EX DRUG CZAR MCCAFFREY CALLS ON BASEBALL TO ADOPT OLYMPIC & WADA STANDARDS FOR TESTING AND PENALTIES; NO U.S. OLYMPIANS TESTED POSITIVE AT ATHENS BECAUSE OF SUCCESS
(Washington, DC) -- Former White House Drug Czar Barry McCaffrey, the country’s longest serving Director of National Drug Control Policy (1996-2001), is calling on baseball and professional sports to adopt the Olympic and World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) standards for testing and penalties. McCaffrey, who worked with the International Olympic Committee, WADA, and USADA (the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency) to build the current Olympic drug testing program, stated:

“The House Government Reform Committee took exactly the right step in calling the hearings to determine the effectiveness of Major League Baseball’s past and present actions to combat drug abuse. As many as a million kids use steroids including andro, now properly included in that cluster of drugs.

“The Olympics have largely repaired a similarly formerly tarnished image of unaddressed drug scandals.  After we created WADA and USADA beginning in 1999, the Olympics as well as our U.S. athletes were able to count on an independent agency to conduct the testing and enforce uniform penalties. Baseball, and all professional sports, need to adopt the same anti-drug principles we pressed for in the Olympics – outside year-round random testing with accountability, openness, and independence.

“No U.S. athletes, including track and field stars suspected earlier, were implicated at the Athens Olympics this past year for performance enhancing drugs because they knew they would be tested and thrown out of the sport if caught: the stringent testing policy worked. Despite the fact that 22 Olympians were busted at the Games and sent home, no Americans were among them.

“Moreover, as in the Olympics, steroids are not the end of the problem in baseball and professional sports but the beginning.  The testing must include amphetamines, Human Growth Hormone (HGH), genetic doping, EPO, and, as does the Olympic and WADA code, any “similar” drug, to expose athletes utilizing loopholes.  Even if the test technology needs to catch up, listing them means that if they are found in other ways (possession of containers etc.), proper discipline can be handed out.

“The penalties for baseball must also parallel the seriousness of those in the Olympics, if professional sports are to be credible.  For a first offense, the Olympics ban you from the Games, and WADA metes out a two year suspension.  Baseball – and only under pressure at that – now proposes a 10-day suspension.  This policy is completely inadequate.  

“Like all Americans, I was saddened when 70-homer star Mark Maguire refused to tell the Committee whether he had used steroids. The United States has called for withdrawal of Olympic stars’ medals and records if they are found to have abused drugs.  This standard must also apply to Major League Baseball and all professional sports.”

“Baseball has only done what it perceives is the bare minimum to escape public condemnation.  To deny the linkage of professional stars’ using drugs to high school and college athletes doing so is irresponsible.  We now see the results -- the death of high school athletes from steroid abuse -- many others suffering organ failures, serious illnesses, and disastrous psychological consequences.  We must back up the parents of athletes with a strong anti-drug policy in professional sports.  It does not exist now -- but it should,” McCaffrey concluded.
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