GENERAL BARRY MCCAFFREY CADCA POINTS – FEB. 15, 2007
· Thank Major General Art Dean, CADCA Chairman and CEO.

· Honored to accept prestigious National Leadership Award from the Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA) and to speak to the 3000 delegates here at this annual National Leadership Forum representing the over 5000 coalitions around the country. 

· I feel very honored because Gen. Dean told me that previous recipients included 
CASA Chairman Joseph Califano, former Robert Wood Johnson Foundation President Dr. Steve Schroeder, and Florida Governor Jeb Bush.
· Also want to acknowledge representatives of CRC Health Group here today, with 137 treatment facilities in 29 states, where I remain active on the drug issue and actively serve on their Board.
· Here today representing CRC CEO Dr. Barry Karlin are President Jerry Rhodes, Government Relations Vice President Mark Sarneso, Corporate Outreach Director Melissa Preshaw, and Bob Weiner, who was Public Affairs Director for the White House Drug Policy Office and helps CRC and me with media. 
· There are truly dedicated and outstanding national leaders in the anti-drug field: Charles Curie, Administrator of SAMHSA (the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration), Beverly Watts-Davis, Director of CSAP (Center for Substance Abuse Prevention), Nora Volkow, MD, Director of NIDA (National Institute on Drug Abuse), Wesley Clark, Director of CSAP (Center for Substance Abuse Treatment), and Karen Tandy, Head of the DEA (Drug Enforcement Administration). 

· I had the privilege to serve as National Drug Policy Director from 1996-2001.  I learned then and now that community anti-drug coalitions are the heart and soul of our effort against drug abuse in America.  Your over 5000 coalitions involve parents, teachers, coaches, doctors and health care professionals, business leaders, young people, counselors, the media, and many other representatives of the drug prevention and treatment communities.
· In contrast to the myth of those who would promote drug abuse, this coalition is winning.  Drug abuse in America is an astonishing half of what it was in the 60’s, 70’s, and 80’s.   It is all of our efforts together – your efforts -- that are working. Over the past three years, use of any illicit drug in the past 30 days (so-called "current" use) declined 11 percent.
· Despite the recent progress, we still face a crisis. Some 19.5 million Americans aged 12 and older abused illicit drugs monthly last year, including one of every six teenagers.

· More than two thirds of people arrested are dependent on or abuse alcohol or drugs.
· And we have  “The New Heroin”: In the United States today there are nearly a million heroin users, and 1.4 million Americans abuse or are dependent upon pain relievers that are equally addictive opiates like OxyContin.  These pain killers are the new heroin.  Violent crimes prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney's Office still involve individuals under the influence of methamphetamine – a horrific drug -- but recent reports show a tripling over the last five years in abuse of "the new heroin," opiate painkillers such as OxyContin, Vicodin, Dilaudid, Codeine, Morphine and Fentanyl. Teens are the latest to come into this trend - and perhaps the saddest to see in prison. Some 4.5 million youths, or 19 percent of U.S. teenagers, reported taking prescription painkillers, according to the Partnership for a Drug Free America last year. 
· I know that you and the whole field have funding challenges.  Congratulations on your Rally in front of the Senate. By 2001, my last year as drug policy director, I had a very responsive Congress that gave me an overall anti-drug budget of $19.2 billion with increases in prevention, education, and treatment, and the budget is  now at $12.7 billion. Community anti-drug coalitions deserve every penny you are seeking instead of cuts, and I pledge to help you get the full share of the $2 million for the Community Anti-Drug Coalitions Institute and to restore as much funding for drug prevention as we can. 


· Congratulations on your efforts and know I remain your ally and friend and stand with you as you confront this threat to our society.

