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Four-Star General Barry R. McCaffrey is Adjunct Professor of International Affairs at the United States Military Academy at West Point.  He is also President of his own consulting firm based in Arlington, Virginia.  He is a widely cited and interviewed national security, terrorism, and drug policy analyst in the media.  We at CRC are proud that since leaving the White House, he is on our Board of Directors and provides continuing advice and expertise on drug policy and treatment from his incomparable experience in the federal government and national work.
General McCaffrey was the Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) for five years, and was confirmed by unanimous vote of the U.S. Senate. He served as a member of the President’s Cabinet and the National Security Council for drug-related issues.  He was in charge of what was, at the end of his term, and before the recent reductions, a $19.2 billion federal drug control budget including bold increases in treatment.  He developed the U.S. National Drug Control Strategy. 


Prior to confirmation as the National Drug Policy Director, he was the Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. Armed Forces Southern Command coordinating national security operations in Latin America. He served overseas for thirteen years, which included four combat tours including Iraq and Vietnam.  He led the “Left Hook” in Operation Desert Storm.  

In fact, what many people do not know is that, upon his retirement from active duty to take the National Drug Policy Director position in 1996, he was the most highly decorated and youngest four-star general in the U.S. Army.  He twice received the Distinguished Service Cross, the nation’s second highest medal for valor.  He also was awarded three Purple Heart medals for wounds sustained in combat.  He also served as assistant to General Colin Powell at the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
General McCaffrey is renowned across the country for the focus and vision he provided

at ONDCP to preventing and reducing substance abuse, and he is still doing so.

It is with great pleasure that I introduce General McCaffrey.

