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Introduction of Gen. Barry McCaffrey at “Recovery Happens” Rally 
Sacramento, CA, State Capitol West Steps, 11AM Wed. Sept. 5, 2007
It is an honor to join this wonderful rally and to introduce the keynote speaker.  The numbers here on the Capitol Grounds today prove the success of drug treatment, and CRC Health Group is proud to support CAARR and all of you here today.  CRC Health Group, which has grown to become the largest substance abuse and behavioral treatment provider in the country with 141 facilities in 29 states and the United Kingdom, is headquartered right here in California, in Cupertino. 
Congratulations to California HHS Secretary Kimberly Belshe( and State Alcohol and Drug Programs Director Rene Zito for all your work, and to CAARR Executive Director Susan Blacksher and event organizer Ken Jones.


Four-Star General Barry R. McCaffrey is Adjunct Professor of International Affairs at the United States Military Academy at West Point.  He is also President of his own consulting firm.  He is a widely cited and interviewed national security, terrorism, and drug policy analyst in the media.  We at CRC are proud that since leaving the White House, he is on our Board of Directors and provides continuing advice and expertise on drug policy and treatment from his incomparable experience in the federal government and national work.
General McCaffrey was the Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) for five years, and was confirmed by unanimous vote of the U.S. Senate. He served as a member of the President’s Cabinet.  He was in charge of what was, at the end of his term, and before the recent reductions, a $19.2 billion federal drug control budget including bold increases in treatment.  He developed the U.S. National Drug Control Strategy. 


Prior to confirmation as the National Drug Policy Director, he was the Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. Armed Forces Southern Command coordinating national security operations in Latin America, He served overseas for thirteen years, which included four combat tours including Iraq and Vietnam.  He led the “Left Hook” in Operation Desert Storm.  

In fact, what many people do not know is that, upon his retirement from active duty to take the National Drug Policy Director position in 1996, he was the most highly decorated and youngest four-star general in the U.S. Army.  He twice received the Distinguished Service Cross, the nation’s second highest medal for valor.  He also served as assistant to General Colin Powell at the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
General McCaffrey is renowned across the country for the focus and vision he provided

at ONDCP to preventing and reducing substance abuse, and he is still doing so.

Among the many deserved honors General McCaffrey has received are the U.S. Health and Human Services Lifetime Achievement Award For Extraordinary Achievement in the Field of Substance Abuse Prevention; the Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America National Leadership and Lifetime Achievement Awards; the National Association of State Alcohol & Drug Abuse Directors Leadership Award; the National Association of Drug Court Professionals Leadership Award; the Founders Award of the American Academy of Addiction Psychiatry; the American Methadone Treatment Association Friend of the Field Award; citation as one of the 500 Most Influential People in American Foreign Policy by World Affairs Councils of America (2004); and the NAACP Roy Wilkins Renowned Service Award.


Ladies and Gentlemen, It is with great pleasure that I introduce, and I ask for everyone to give a huge welcome to, General – Barry – McCaffrey!
 

