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4-STAR GEN. BARRY MCCAFFREY TO BE FEATURED SPEAKER 
AT PALM BEACH, FLA NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DRUG & ALCOHOL ADDICTION TREATMENT PROVIDERS; WILL URGE DRUG TREATMENT 
BE PART OF NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE REFORMS
WED., MAY 20, 10:45 AM, PGA NATIONAL RESORT, PALM BEACH GARDENS

23 MILLION CHRONIC ABUSERS NATIONWIDE BUT ONLY 4 MILLION GET TREATMENT; 1.5 MILLION FLORIDIANS LACK TREATMENT
(Palm Beach, FL) – Four-Star Gen. Barry R. McCaffrey (Ret), the country’s Drug Czar from 1996-2001 and now Adjunct Professor at West Point and a national media expert on counter-terrorism, national security, and drug policy, will be the featured speaker at the Palm Beach, Florida national leadership conference of drug and alcohol treatment providers on Wednesday, May 20.  350 experts and leaders in the field will be attending the 2009 National Association of Addiction Treatment Providers annual conference.

McCaffrey will urge that drug treatment be part of national health insurance reforms.  He pointed to HHS statistics indicating that 23 million Americans are chronic substance abusers but less than four million now get treatment. 1.5 million Floridians lack treatment. “There is an intolerable national and local treatment gap which costs deeply in lives, job performance, crime, high school and college dropout rates, families staying together, and additional illnesses,” General McCaffrey stated.
McCaffrey’s speech is at 10:45 AM on Wednesday, May 20.  The event is at the PGA National Resort and Spa, 400 Avenue of Champions, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418.  General McCaffrey will speak on Public Policy and Addiction Treatment, and will address “Health Care Reform and the Place for Addiction Treatment.” Ronald J. Hunsicker is President and CEO of NAATP and M. Linda Bell, CEO of Bellwood Health Services, is 2009 Conference Chair.
General McCaffrey was Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) 1996-2001. He was confirmed by unanimous vote of the U.S. Senate on 29 February 1996.  He served as a member of the President’s Cabinet and the National Security Council for drug-related issues.  As Director, McCaffrey certified the $19.2 billion federal drug control budget and developed the U.S. National Drug Control Strategy. McCaffrey now serves on the board of CRC Health Group, the nation’s largest substance abuse treatment provider.

Prior to confirmation as the National Drug Policy Director, Gen. McCaffrey was the Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. Armed Forces Southern Command coordinating national security operations in Latin America.  During his military career, he served overseas for thirteen years, which included four combat tours including Iraq and Vietnam.  He led the “Left Hook” in Operation Desert Storm.  
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