Bob Weiner Media Points – May 30, 2007

Democrats Trusted more than Republicans on ALL ten isues (10-30 point margins) in Rasmussen poll --Iraq, national security, taxes, economy, immigration…

Iraq Funding: As told Sam Donaldson on his show (Sam told me “you represented the Dem. Position well”), this bill is a victory – in fact Bush would have vetoed it just a few months ago--because keeps Bush on short leash.  It’s just a 4-month bill (not full year; even Murtha voted for it – Murtha’s original proposal was 2 months but he got 4) when Admin. has to come back again for more if they can justify it, and harder and harder to do, and he has to report in July and September on benchmarks of progress for Iraq army unit-by-unit (and only 6% now combat ready, rest not which means corrupt and for the other side—our guys are ready from boot camp and fighting, “combat ready”, in 6 weeks -- because not corrupt.  They’ve had 5 years.  Who is enemy – Shia, Suny, Kurd?  No, but they do hate each other.  Al Qaeda? Yes but just a tiny minority, few thousand, and there because of us.  Our leaving will reduce the target and the incentive for violence – even Bush I in book and speeches had said don’t go in the way we did.  Father knows best.
Remember BUSH vetoed the bill Dems DID pass so don’t blame Dems now unless don’t want to fund troops at all.
Deaths up, not down, since “surge”. May deadliest Iraq month in 2 ½ years, and CBS David Martin reported yesterday “Experts Say Troop Surge Likely to Fail”.  Surge actually 50K not 25 K; and actually 100,000 secret addition troops—“contractors”.  True total number 250K.
And of course, no WMD’s, no al Qaeda pre-9-11, no democracy (still torture—they learned well from both Saddam and us); and should be focusing all along on Afghanistan-Pakistan-Saudi key sources of al Qaeda, not Iraq.  Tim Russert on John Stuart 5/15: vast majority of Americans think Iraq was NOT worth lives and cost—regardless of outcome.
Biden/Brownback divide 3 ways actual solution—almost “United States of Iraq”.

Conyers: Stop Domestic Spying, Iraq lies, political corruption at DOJ, but NOT impeachment—would deflect these investigations making huge progress in getting truth out.

No Democratic legislation?  BS! Minimum Wage, Iraq funding timeline (Bush vetoed), Student Loans, Ethics (disclose bundling), Cut oil tax breaks by 14 B (House passed), Drug price negotiating (House passed), balanced budget with pay-go = Clinton surplus <Bush deficits). 
Supreme Court 5-4 ruling yesterday on limiting time to180 days from first paycheck to file discrimination suit is outrageous and latest reason for election change…
Oil and Gas prices? Opeds in Seattle Post and Detroit Free Press. Need actual solutions – price controls, windfall profit taxes, ethanol, electric cars -- and not just oversight investigations. Need an honest take on the causes (it’s NOT refineries shortage –that’s a tiny piece--it’s the lack of controls on the enormous record profit the companies want and will again achieve). Oil prices down to try to help Republican election (WOODWARD/Prince Bandar to Bush) but now jacked way up.
Iran, Darfur: good first steps.  Iran—cut war-talk.  We have 20,000 active warheads by the way-his argument is why us and no one else even one.  Darfur: no mention of China, real source of problem for funding corrupt Darfur regime.

Immigration.  Surprising NYX/CBS poll 65% support for provisions of bill. “Amnesty” but price $5K, touch home before return, employers must enforce; fence &lights @border.  Allow workers for unwanted jobs (racist approach?) but does it take from American workers? Is tough love for 12-20 million person problem. Panders to potential new Hispanic voters but does get at real problem.
Darfur: Bush statement yesterday ignores China, who buys 60% of Sudan business exports, pays for development to Sudan and invests in Sudan oil and weapons – so the new sanctions of 31 businesses are a step but near meaningless. While do not feel we should pull out of any Olympics to hurt America’s and world’s athletes and victimize them to politics, we must use the Olympics as podium to embarrass China for its actions in Darfur, especially if vetoes UN resolution.
Bush Social Security plan? Granny-on-you-own, cry-wolf, Wall Street giveaway—privatization as everything Administration tries.

President elected on 1 issue: tax breaks for his rich buddies - -drug co’s, oil co’s, medical co’s, banking and finance industry.
Science and Politics: Time for a Divorce:  global warming, Consumer Product Safety Commission, stem cells, GSA “top 20 R’s” and 20 D’s hit-list, Gonzales-Rove Attorneys list
Per Ricia McMahon: hubris...core is: arrogance, ignorance, indifference, insolence, incompetence

2008 Presidential Race: Clinton/Obama/Edwards and Giuliani/McCain/Romney.
Hillary—substance and experience.  Obama-youthful drive. Edwards-workers v. rich.

Giuliani—Kerik appointment showed Presidential wisdom… Only issue cleaning up mess after it happened.

McCain: Keating 5; now like Bush on the war; Romney: flip flop.  Looks too good to be true and is.
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