Monterey Summit Points by Gen. McCaffrey June 10 2006:
“Drugs, Democracy, and Terrorism”

*           Congratulations to Paul Ortman, founder and Executive Director of the Ben Franklin Institute, hosting today’s “Summit” with 250 behavioral treatment leaders from the Western United States.  Social workers, psychologists, addiction counselors, researchers, doctors, and other medical professionals.  Paul, since you established the Institute in 1999, you and your conferences are making a huge difference.
· The private sector has taken giant steps.  CRC Health Group, whose visionary CEO, Dr. Barry Karlin, will speak shortly, is the country’s largest substance abuse treatment organization and provides comprehensive residential, outpatient, behavioral, and online addiction services.  

· I also want to recognize Melissa Preshaw, Director of CRC’s National Resource Center, here today.

· Also want to recognize the Sierra Tucson Addiction Treatment Center, now owned and run by CRC and Dr. Karlin, for its leadership and organization for today’s conference. Since its inception over 20 years ago, Sierra Tucson has expanded from a drug rehab center to a comprehensive inpatient treatment facility servicing the variety of behavioral disorders.
· There are truly dedicated and outstanding national leaders in the anti-drug field: Charles Curie, Administrator of SAMHSA (the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration), Beverly Watts-Davis, Director of CSAP (Center for Substance Abuse Prevention), Nora Volkow, MD, Director of NIDA (National Institute on Drug Abuse), Wesley Clark, Director of CSAP (Center for Substance Abuse Treatment), and Karen Tandy, Head of the DEA (Drug Enforcement Administration).

· Drugs are a national security threat.  America’s team effort can curtail it.
· Due to everyone’s work in the public and private sectors, and in the community including parents, teachers, coaches, and health care professionals, we are making progress: Over the past three years, use of any illicit drug in the past 30 days (so-called "current" use) declined 11 percent. Over the past two decades, we have reduced drug abuse in America by an astounding 50 percent. Crime is at thirty-year lows, in part because crack and cocaine use have dropped dramatically.

· Despite the recent progress, we still face a crisis. Some 19.5 million Americans aged 12 and older abused illicit drugs monthly last year, including one of every six teenagers.  
· More than two thirds of people arrested are dependent on or abuse alcohol or drugs. 
· The National Association of Counties in July found that 58 per cent of law enforcement officers consider growing abuse of methamphetamine “a national crisis” – over 12 million teens tried it last year.  
· The "treatment gap," or number of hard-core addicts who need treatment but do not receive any, is 3.9 million; and the gap for all abusers not receiving treatment who need it is perhaps as high as 16 million.

· Nearly 75 percent of illegal drug users are employed in full and part-time jobs.  
· Alcohol and drug abuse costs American businesses over $80 billion dollars in lost productivity in just one year—37 billion due to premature death and 44 billion due to illness.


· NEW ISSUES:  1) “The New Heroin”: In the United States today there are nearly a million heroin users, and 1.4 million Americans abuse or are dependent upon pain relievers that are equally addictive opiates – the new heroin.  Treatment clinics are showing between a three and five-fold increase in admissions for the range of abused prescriptions by all age groups over the past five years. Medical treatments including methadone and buprenorphine can make a huge difference, together with education, prevention, and counseling.

2) Prison Drug Treatment: in our entire national prison system, with two million now behind bars, only a half dozen communities provide proven treatment against opiates to stop the vicious cycle of drugs and crime, even though 60-80% of people in prisons test positive and are there for drug related reasons. A new Methadone Maintenance Treatment program announced in March by CRC and the NM Secretary of Health, Michelle Grisham, at the Albuquerque Metropolitan Detention Center is a remarkable collaboration and an example of what we can do.

· To support all of America’s efforts, federal funding must continue for critical anti-drug programs.
*           FOREIGN STEPS Needed as well:  Just back from Afghanistan and Pakistan: Afghanistan #1 world opium/heroin supplier, funds al Qaeda and the warlords, destabilizes the very democracy we are trying to help build.  No true democracy until drugs come under control.

