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	NPC Luncheon Address by Rep. John Conyers (D-MI)

Friday

Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee Rep. John Conyers (D-MI) spoke at a National Press Club luncheon about Bush Adminstration accountability and health care reform. 
Washington, DC : 44 min.
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AP: Conyers wants criminal probe of Bush 'abuses'

By KEN THOMAS (AP) – July 24, 2009
WASHINGTON — The chairman of the House Judiciary Committee on Friday urged Attorney General Eric Holder to appoint a special counsel to examine potential abuses by former President George W. Bush's administration.

Rep. John Conyers, D-Mich., said in a speech to the National Press Club that Holder "must appoint a special counsel to review the Bush administration abuses of power and misconduct. A criminal probe — he's got to do that."

Conyers' committee has sought an investigation of Bush administration moves criticized by Democrats, including its methods of interrogating foreign detainees, use of warrantless wiretaps, alleged retribution against critics, and allegations that officials intentionally misused intelligence.

He said the criminal probe should be accompanied by a "9/11-type panel" to gather facts and make recommendations on preventing the misuse of power.

A Justice Department spokeswoman declined comment. Holder is considering whether to appoint a prosecutor to review the Bush administration's methods of interrogating suspected terrorists.

President Barack Obama has expressed reluctance to conduct a probe into alleged Bush-era abuses and resisted an effort by congressional Democrats to establish a "truth commission," saying the nation should be "looking forward and not backwards."

Conyers also called for the enforcement of subpoenas issued by his committee to former White House chief of staff Josh Bolton and White House lawyer Harriet Miers. Conyers said Bolton has "lots of documents and all the bread crumbs, as we call them, go right to the White House."

Copyright © 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. 

Link: http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5h0cN1F9Fa9GXh2ztnS5iHhPTTp2wD99L305G1
Detroit Free Press:
Conyers: Major hurdles endanger health reform
By Justin Hyde • Free Press Washington Staff • July 24, 2009 
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WASHINGTON – U.S. Rep. John Conyers said today that the health care reforms being pushed by 
President Barack Obama
 are “in trouble” in Congress, and that the bills under debate would need major changes to pass into law.
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The Detroit Democrat and chairman of the House Judiciary Committee also called on U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder to appoint a special prosecutor to review various leftover scandals from the administration of George W. Bush
George W. Bush
, including accusations of firing U.S. attorneys for political reasons.

Thanks to extended intraparty squabbling among key Democrats over a fleet of details, neither the House or Senate is expected to vote on a 
health care
 bill before their August recess, a deadline Obama had set earlier this year.

Conyers, who backs a single-payer, universal health care system, said he would not back any health care reform that did not include a strong option for a government-run insurance plan – a key sticking point in the Senate.

“The health care bill is unfortunately in trouble,” Conyers told a luncheon at the National Press Club. “I don’t think it’s being done right…We’re not starting all over, but we should be. We should scrap this system.”

Conyers said a single-payer system had broad public support, and the bill he backed now had nearly 90 cosponsors in the House, “yet there’s this effort to lock it in the drawer and talk about it as little as possible.”

He said the Democrats had a majority in Congress on paper, but that many Democrats in the House and Senate came from Republican-friendly areas and would not hesitate to vote against the party. He was also critical of Sen. Max Baucus, the Montana Democrat who’s a key player in that chamber’s health care debate.

Crafting a bill will take all of Obama’s political skills, Conyers said, adding that the president “is exceedingly persuasive.”

As for the investigations into previous administrations, Conyers said he would continue to pursue his own line of questions, including an attempt to enforce subpoenas from the Judiciary committee against former Bush administration officials Josh Bolten and Harriet Miers.

Contact JUSTIN HYDE: 202-906-8204 or jhyde@freepress.com.
Link: 
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	Saturday, July 25, 2009
Rep. Conyers calls for Bush adminstration review by special counsel

Have special counsel scrutinize past administration's decisions, lawmaker says

Deb Price / Detroit News Washington Bureau

Washington -- Rep. John Conyers of Detroit urged U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder on Friday to appoint a special counsel "to review the Bush administration abuses of power and misconduct."

The Detroit Democrat chairs the House Judiciary Committee and was a frequent critic of former President George W. Bush and his administration over such things as the use of warrantless wiretaps and interrogation tactics on foreign detainees.

Conyers asked for a "criminal probe," adding of Holder, "He's got to do that."

Conyers spoke at the National Press Club, where he also warned that attempts to overhaul the nation's health care system are "in trouble."

Conyers supports a single payer system and criticized Obama for instead advocating a plan building on the current employer-provided system.

"A universal health care bill, from the moment you are born until the time you go to heaven, is what we need in this country," said Conyers, who supports amending the Constitution to guarantee health care.

Conyers was playful at times during his speech, for example calling himself "a supporter of Sarah Palin taking over the Republican Party," presumably because he believes she weakens her party and couldn't beat Obama if she were the GOP nominee in 2012.

The high-profile speech at the National Press Club, which features newsmakers from around the world, underscored that Conyers is not shying away from public appearances after wife Monica pleaded guilty last month to bribery as a Detroit city councilwoman.

Larry Sabato, author of "Feeding Frenzy: Attack Journalism and American Politics," said Conyers was handed a "nasty card" because of his wife's legal troubles but is playing his difficult hand well.

"The last thing you want to do in a scandal atmosphere is to appear guilty by hiding," Sabato said. "If you did nothing wrong, you go out in the public."

But Conyers angered the National Press Club president when he abruptly left about 15 minutes early because the House returned to session and he needed to vote.

NPC President Donna Leinwand implored Conyers to finish the lunchtime speech, which is recorded and aired by C-Span. "I was not very happy," she said afterward, although several members in the audience supported his decision.

Conyers also called for a "9/11-type panel" to look at the Bush administration and wants the subpoenas he issued to Bush aides enforced.

Conyers said Congress needs to reassert itself because the executive branch became too powerful during the Bush presidency.


Link: http://www.detnews.com/article/20090725/POLITICS03/907250351/1025/POLITICS03/Rep.-Conyers-calls-for-Bush-adminstration-review-by-special-counsel
(Later AP:)
Conyers wants criminal probe of Bush 'abuses'
July 24, 2009 20:58 EDT
WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Justice Department is not commenting on a demand by a prominent Democrat for a criminal probe of the Bush administration.

House Judiciary Committee Chairman John Conyers told the National Press Club Friday that Attorney General Eric Holder "must" appoint a special counsel to review misconduct and abuses of power. That includes warrantless wiretaps, interrogation techniques, alleged retribution against critics and allegations that the Bush administration intentionally misused intelligence, most notably in the run-up to the Iraq war.

Conyers is also asking the department to enforce his committee's subpoenas against Bush chief of staff Josh Bolton. Conyers says Bolton has "all the bread crumbs" that, he says, lead directly to the White House.

President Barack Obama has opposed dwelling on the Bush administration, saying the nation needs to look forward, not backward.

Link: http://www.wztv.com/template/inews_wire/wires.national/3cbd9c40-www.fox17.com.shtml
Rep. Conyers calls for Bush adminstration review by special counsel
Detroit News - 0 KB- Found: 2009-07-25, 06:01 GMT
Washington -- Rep. John Conyers of Detroit urged U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder on Friday to appoint a special counsel "to review the Bush administration abuses of power and misconduct."
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Washington -- Rep. John Conyers of Detroit urged U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder on Friday to appoint a special counsel "to review the Bush administration abuses of power and misconduct."

The Detroit Democrat chairs the House Judiciary Committee and was a frequent critic of former President George W. Bush and his administration over such things as the use of warrantless wiretaps and interrogation tactics on foreign detainees.

Conyers asked for a "criminal probe," adding of Holder, "He's got to do that."

Conyers spoke at the National Press Club, where he also warned that attempts to overhaul the nation's health care system are "in trouble."

Conyers supports a single payer system and criticized Obama for instead advocating a plan building on the current employer-provided system.

"A universal health care bill, from the moment you are born until the time you go to heaven, is what we need in this country," said Conyers, who supports amending the Constitution to guarantee health care.

Conyers was playful at times during his speech, for example calling himself "a supporter of Sarah Palin taking over the Republican Party," presumably because he believes she weakens her party and couldn't beat Obama if she were the GOP nominee in 2012.
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Larry Sabato, author of "Feeding Frenzy: Attack Journalism and American Politics," said Conyers was handed a "nasty card" because of his wife's legal troubles but is playing his difficult hand well.

"The last thing you want to do in a scandal atmosphere is to appear guilty by hiding," Sabato said. "If you did nothing wrong, you go out in the public."

But Conyers angered the National Press Club president when he abruptly left about 15 minutes early because the House returned to session and he needed to vote.

NPC President Donna Leinwand implored Conyers to finish the lunchtime speech, which is recorded and aired by C-Span. "I was not very happy," she said afterward, although several members in the audience supported his decision.

Conyers also called for a "9/11-type panel" to look at the Bush administration and wants the subpoenas he issued to Bush aides enforced.

Conyers said Congress needs to reassert itself because the executive branch became too powerful during the Bush presidency.


Conyers wants criminal probe of Bush 'abuses'
Detroit Free Press - 0 KB- Found: 11 hours ago
WASHINGTON — The chairman of the House Judiciary Committee on Friday urged Attorney General Eric Holder to appoint a special counsel to examine potential abuses by former President George W. Bush's administration.
Conyers: Major hurdles endanger health reform
Detroit Free Press - 0 KB- Found: 2009-07-24, 20:04 GMT
WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep. John Conyers said today that the health care reforms being pushed by President Barack Obama are "in trouble" in Congress.

July 24, 2009
Conyers: Major hurdles endanger health reform

By Justin Hyde
Free Press Washington Staff 
WASHINGTON – U.S. Rep. John Conyers said today that the health care reforms being pushed by President Barack Obama are “in trouble” in Congress, and that the bills under debate would need major changes to pass into law.

The Detroit Democrat and chairman of the House Judiciary Committee also called on U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder to appoint a special prosecutor to review various leftover scandals from the administration of George W. Bush, including accusations of firing U.S. attorneys for political reasons.

Thanks to extended intraparty squabbling among key Democrats over a fleet of details, neither the House or Senate is expected to vote on a health care bill before their August recess, a deadline Obama had set earlier this year.

Conyers, who backs a single-payer, universal health care system, said he would not back any health care reform that did not include a strong option for a government-run insurance plan – a key sticking point in the Senate.

“The health care bill is unfortunately in trouble,” Conyers told a luncheon at the National Press Club. “I don’t think it’s being done right…We’re not starting all over, but we should be. We should scrap this system.”

Conyers said a single-payer system had broad public support, and the bill he backed now had nearly 90 cosponsors in the House, “yet there’s this effort to lock it in the drawer and talk about it as little as possible.”

He said the Democrats had a majority in Congress on paper, but that many Democrats in the House and Senate came from Republican-friendly areas and would not hesitate to vote against the party. He was also critical of Sen. Max Baucus, the Montana Democrat who’s a key player in that chamber’s health care debate.

Crafting a bill will take all of Obama’s political skills, Conyers said, adding that the president “is exceedingly persuasive.”

As for the investigations into previous administrations, Conyers said he would continue to pursue his own line of questions, including an attempt to enforce subpoenas from the Judiciary committee against former Bush administration officials Josh Bolten and Harriet Miers.

Contact JUSTIN HYDE: 202-906-8204 or jhyde@freepress.com.

Washington in five minutes
The Washington Times  Found: 23 hours ago
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT Conyers wants probe of Bush 'abuses' The chairman of the House Judiciary Committee on Friday urged Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr. to appoint a special counsel to examine potential abuses by former President George W. Bush's administration. Rep. John Conyers Jr., Michigan Democrat, said in a speech to the National Press Club that Mr. Holder "must appoint a special counsel ...

THE WASHINGTON TIMES
Saturday, July 25, 2009
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT
From combined dispatches and staff reports
Conyers wants probe of Bush 'abuses' 

The chairman of the House Judiciary Committee on Friday urged Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr. to appoint a special counsel to examine potential abuses by former President George W. Bush's administration. 

Rep. John Conyers Jr., Michigan Democrat, said in a speech to the National Press Club that Mr. Holder "must appoint a special counsel to review the Bush administration abuses of power and misconduct. A criminal probe - he's got to do that." 

Mr. Conyers' committee has sought an investigation of Bush administration moves criticized by Democrats, including its methods of interrogating foreign detainees, use of warrantless wiretaps, alleged retribution against critics, and allegations that officials intentionally misused intelligence. 

Mr. Conyers said the criminal probe should be accompanied by a "9/11-type panel" to gather facts and make recommendations on preventing the misuse of power. 

A Justice Department spokesman did not immediately comment. Mr. Holder is considering whether to appoint a prosecutor to review the Bush administration's methods of interrogating suspected terrorists. 

President Obama has expressed reluctance to conduct a probe into alleged Bush-era abuses and resisted an effort by congressional Democrats to establish a "truth commission," saying the nation should be "looking forward and not backwards." 
Link: http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/jul/25/washington-in-five-minutes-72090724/ 

Congressman John Conyers live at the National Press Club
Minnesota Public Radio - 2009-07-24, 19:27 GMT
Congressman John Conyers (D-MI), chairman of the House Judiciary Committee and dean of the Congressional Black Caucus, discusses health care reform, the war in Iraq, warrantless wiretapping, and accountability for policies on torture.
AUDIO FULL SPEECH— Click on Listen: http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2009/07/24/midday2/?refid=0


Judiciary Committee Chairman Conyers at National Press Club Luncheon: 12:30 PM Friday, July 24
(Washington, DC) --Rep. John Conyers Jr., chairman of the House Judiciary Committee and dean of the Congressional Black Caucus, will address a National Press Club luncheon on Friday, July 24, at 12:30 PM.  The National Press Club is at 14th and F Streets, NW in Washington.

His current issues include accountability for policies on torture, warrantless wiretapping, state secrets, and Iraq.  Other subjects he is pursuing include single payer health care in national health insurance and action against hate crimes.

Conyers has called for investigating the decisions and legality of the
Bush administration's policies on torture, warrantless wiretapping, and
attorney firing.  Conyers has said, "Even after scores of hearings,
investigations, and reports, we still do not have answers to some of the most fundamental questions.  Investigations are not a matter of payback or political revenge - it is our responsibility to examine what has occurred and to set an appropriate baseline of conduct for future
administrations."

Conyers has also been a long-time advocate of single-payer national
health insurance reform and his bill has 85 cosponsors.

Elected to Congress in 1964, Conyers has served Michigan’s 14th district, including large areas of Detroit, for 45 years.  In a profile of Conyers entitled “John Conyers: Persistence and Power”, Jack Anderson wrote in the Washington Post, “Conyers is a serious player and a junkyard dog investigator, watching out for the taxpayer’s wallet by rooting out fraud, waste and abuse in every corner of the bureaucracy.”  Anderson called him an “unapologetic” advocate of the “downtrodden…armed with stature, savvy, and the investigative power of the subpoena. Conyers has come of age but without losing the attitude of the rebel.” 

To make reservations, call 202-662-7501, or email pnelson@press.org. Cost of the luncheon is $17 for Club members, $28 for guests of members and $35 general admission. Upcoming lunches include Rep. Barney Frank  July 27 and Sen. John Kerry July 29.

For more information, contact Conyers luncheon organizer Bob Weiner, weinerpublic@comcast.net, Tel. 301-283-0821 or 202-329-1700
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