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Olympic Drug Loopholes, Athletes Will Be Doping in Turin, Says Former White House Drug Spokesman as Olympics Begin; World Must Better Support WADA
(Washington, DC) – “At the Winter Olympic Games in Turin just underway, athletes will have a lot more to compete with than each other:  cheaters using drugs. Athletes will be doping in Turin,” says Robert Weiner, the former spokesman for the White House Drug Policy Office (1995-2001) as well as the House Narcotics Committee and media consultant to WADA at the 2002 Salt Lake Games.   “Despite important progress against drugs in sport by the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) and the International Olympic Committee (IOC), the loopholes remaining are large enough for athletes to ski, sled, and skate right through.”

Weiner, along with Cael Pulitzer, a Wake Forest University Graduate and Policy Analyst as Robert Weiner Associates, a public affairs issues firm in Washington, DC, published an oped in today’s Seattle Post-Intelligencer titled, “Loopholes in Olympics Drug Policy Big Enough to Ski Through”, and Weiner was interviewed for National Public Radio “All Things Considered”.
Weiner and Pulitzer say, “It’s not just the number of tests that counts—over 1200 at the Games and thousands already conducted beforehand.  That is good.  But what counts just as much is what is NOT tested and the process and strategy for the tests, which athletes learn to circumvent.”

“Unfortunately, athletes have learned how to avoid no-notice drug tests, use illegal substances legally by attaining Therapeutic Use Exemptions (TUE), show up late to major events and testing so as to avoid a positive test result for performance enhancers, and abuse new steroids or maskers and new EPO-like substances not yet tested due to unavailable scientific protocols. On top of that current urine tests, used even now 2-1 over blood tests, do not provide enough accuracy for many drugs including HGH, EPO, and blood doping with transfusions.” 

Moreover, Weiner and Pulitzer call “outrageous” the “bludgeoning and harassment of Italian law enforcement to not intrude into the Games. Rather than pressuring non-intervention, the IOC should have built a partnership with willing local law enforcement including a couple of days of inspections. That would have shown that the Olympic message to athletes and the youth of the world is ‘No drugs,’ instead of ‘Love and quiet on the home front so as to avoid bad publicity.’”
Weiner and Pulitzer lay out the problems. “No-notice out-of-competition tests are easily dodged. One can claim they are away from home or some site when officials come. If someone comes to the front-door, an athlete can easily sneak out the backdoor.” 

“Most in-game tests use urine and mostly that is the only sample taken from the athlete-- this is not enough. These tests can only detect what has been in your system for three days. The advent of blood tests is a good step but more are needed.” 
They point to a major loophole, a “TUE” or therapeutic use exemption. “While not betraying individuals’ conditions, it would be useful to know the number of TUE’s filed. This clause is meant to protect athletes who have conditions, such as Asthma, to take medicine they need for their ailment, but the reality of the ailments is often questionable. WADA Chair Dick Pound rightfully has asked how the fittest people in the world, Olympic athletes, need supposed medicines so much more than the general population. WADA’s and most sports’ websites instruct athletes how to get TUE’s for banned drugs, and some sports associations even put the TUE instructions right under ‘High Performance,’” say Weiner and Pulitzer.
They conclude, “The world must better support the anti-drug efforts of WADA, USADA, and the IOC in every way possible—assisting in collaborative research, funding, and legal and legislative backup. Pound and IOC President Rogge are putting unprecedented effort into fighting doping. Yet there are far too many loopholes and ways for athletes to take performance enhancing drugs and get away with it.”
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