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Welcome to the National Press Club. Today’s forum, “The Disintegrating Pensions National Crisis”, is hosted by the Claude Pepper Foundation and the Claude Pepper Center.

            I hope you have the chance to go to Florida State University’s Claude Pepper Center, in Tallahassee, Florida. The exhibit hall has state of the art exhibits on Senator Pepper’s issues, like Social Security, health, and civil rights, a mock up of the well of the House, perfectly to scale recreations of his Senate and House offices, and the wonderful bronze sculpture of Senator Pepper.

            The Claude Pepper Foundation was founded in 1986 to further the objectives of Senator Pepper for causes such as those he championed throughout his political career. The Foundation supports and sponsors efforts to promote issues involving health care, social security, retirement income, and other issues that were part of Claude Pepper's fifty years of government service. The Foundation has received significant support from Congress, the State of Florida, and private contributions. 
I would like to thank Bob Weiner for organizing this forum and bringing us here today. Bob was the former Chief of Staff for the House Aging Committee. We are here today to discuss an issue Senator Pepper cared deeply about that has deteriorated dramatically in recent years now facing the retired people of our nation, the flight of pension plans. Bob and Cael Pulitzer, Senior Policy Analyst at Robert Weiner Associates, a public affairs and issue advocacy firm in Washington, wrote an OpEd in the Miami Herald in December laying out this problem. 

Bob will introduce and moderate a panel of experts to present their views on this vital issue. The panel includes Bill Arnone, Human Capital director at Ernst and Young, who was also helpful to the Pepper Foundation and Center’s Social Security Forum in Tallahassee a little over a year ago. Bill has flown in from New York City.  Karen Friedman is Policy Director for the Pension Rights Center here in Washington.  The AFL-CIO’s Shaun O’Brien is Assistant Director of their Public Policy Department in Washington, DC and a pension policy expert.

I would also like to welcome those who this crisis has directly impacted. We have some employees and retirees of some of the major corporations affected by these losses including Verizon, Enron, ​​​​ATT, and IBM.  These workers and retirees have come here from around the country for today’s forum to let their views and experiences be known to the nation as a whole through the media here at the National Press Club today. Bob will introduce these courageous workers and retirees at the start of their panel.
At the end, David Macpherson, Director of the Pepper Institute on 
Aging and Public Policy at the Claude Pepper Center, Florida State University in 

Tallahassee will draw some conclusions.    

The experts and victims here today will tell us what they think is the crisis and the solution. Since judges are making decisions every day about how to handle corporate financial problems, and because both houses of congress are now working on legislation to reform the pension system, the vision of the speakers at today’s forum is timely and relevant. The media will be able to ask questions of the panel members at the conclusion. Unlike the Hill, we don’t have vote breaks here so we’ll be able to plow right through. 

Bob will now lay out the context in more detail and introduce and moderate the panelists.

