(Robert Weiner Live from Radio Row—Omni Shoreham Hotel, Washington, DC, at Campaign for America’s Future Now: June 1-2, 2009)

06/02/2009 – 3:07-5 P.M. -- Co-hosted David Elliot show, 98.9 WGUF, Naples Florida FM Talk. Began with pending oped how NASA should embark on a manned space flight to Mars and Venus and how it has been 40 years since man first stepped foot on the moon.  Then we got to business: We discussed how Cheney should be investigated for departing from the law on torture and going to Langley to alter intelligence findings on Iraq by asking CIA staff to use the WMD piece and ignore the evidence of lack of WMD’s and the fact of no Iraq link to al Qaeda. As Co-Host, the first guest was Darcy Burner of American Progressive Caucus Policy Foundation, re Ending the war in Iraq.  I asked if Afghanistan is now, “the new playground for the DOD.” and if we should spend more time going after the drugs in the area which supply 92% of the world’s opium.  The second guest was Congresswoman Donna Edwards of Maryland’s 4th District.  She recently returned from a trip to Israel and we discussed Obama and his plans to resolve the conflict.  We also discussed Edwards’ successful defeat of an incumbent and the importance of grass root efforts.  The third guest was Dr. Jim Zogby, founder and President of the Arab American Initiative, re perspective of Arab Americans following 9/11.  I questioned him on the PLO and Hamas’ proclamation to destroy Israel and Bush’s forcing elections picking Hamas -- Zogby responded candidly, “Bush was an ass.”  The fourth guest was Stewart Acuff of the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO), re Employee Free Choice Act.  Our fifth guest was Robert Borosage, the event coordinator of America’s Future Now, re why American’s need to continue to organize even though Obama, a progressive, is in office.  I asserted that health care is going to be the most important issue, with huge opposition despite the verbal niceties, to which Borosage agreed.  The sixth guest was Amanda Woodson of the Hip Hop Coalition, and since I was the DNC’s/Young Democrats’ first National Youth Voter Registration Coordinator in 1971-72, we discussed the need to get young people to vote on the off-year elections; we agreed it will take Obama running around to make it happen.  The seventh guest was Reverend Jesse Jackson, and we discussed his historic powerful Democratic National Convention speeches and got into the closure of GM, and how health care will be the main issue of our lifetime, with which I agreed.  The last guest was Reagan Miller of the Center for American Progress, re the new administration views on education, particularly the underfunded NCLB program.  

06/02/2009 – 5:10 P.M. – Blog Talk Radio, re Cheney and the notion that he was the real one in power.  I said, “Bush had his head in the sand and let his V.P. become Darth Vader.”  LINK to LISTEN:  http://www.blogtalkradio.com/americasfuture/2009/06/02/-Americas-Future-Now-conference-Live-from-Washington-DC-1   
06/02/2009 -- 5:30 P.M. – George Maurer of Internet Radio, re media coverage of Cheney appearance at the NPC – how Cheney is getting a free media ride right now.  

06/02/2009 – 5:50 P.M. – Mark Levine show, Inside Scoop from Washington, on Air America, re Gore’s unfortunate defeat during the 2000 election and the idea that he caved unnecessarily because the Supreme Court did not state his defeat, but a remand back to Florida for a consistent recount. 
06/02/09 – 11:00AM WASN (OH-PA) Interviewed by phone for our regular biweekly segment “Inside Washington Report” on Louie Free's "Brain Food from the Heartland."  Discussed Cheney’s National Press Club speech, age discrimination, upcoming national health insurance legislative prospects, and the 2010 off-year elections. 

06/01/2009 – 3:00-4 and 4:30-5PM P.M. – Co-hosted David Elliot show, 98.9 WGUF, Naples Florida FM; Talked following my attendance at speech by Cheney at National Press Club, re how Cheney refused to actually answer questions he was asked. I said, “The gaps and deferrals in Cheney's speech and responses are overwhelming. His speech today and his other recent appearances leave huge holes and questions about his role in waterboarding, torture, wiretapping, U.S. attorney-firing and Iraq decisions including WMD.” In co-host role, our first guest was David Madland of American worker project and formerly Taxpayers for Common Sense, re what needs to happen so that workers are taken care of, particularly changing health care and the Private Retirement System.  The second guest was Victoria Jones of Talk Radio News Service, re the term liberal and how it has been given a negative connotation.  The third guest was Robert Amsterdam, a human rights attorney, re his idea that Americans need to realize that Hugo Chavez is a dangerous man and we need our best diplomacy to deal with him. The fourth guest was Ethan Nadelmann, of the Drug Policy Alliance, and since I was the White House drug policy spokesman, we had a heated debate on the legalization of drugs.  I presented facts opposing the legalization and presented the idea that there are already 15 million alcoholics and only 5 million drug addicts.  With legalization like alcohol, the number of drug users will increase to the alcoholics’ number which will subsequently increase crime rather than decrease it—which he argued against. 
06/01/2009 – 3:45P.M – Interviewed on the Bev Smith Show, the only national African American nightly news-talk show and member of the American Urban Radio Network, re Cheney speaking at the National Press Club.  We discussed the idea that American soldiers were ordered and forced to torture and disgrace prisoners, how Cheney could be brought up on charges and the absurd Bush action right after 9/11 allowing Osama Bin Laden’s family to leave the U.S. 


06/01/2009 – 4:45P.M. – Interviewed on Christiane Brown’s “Solution Zone” on KJFK AM 1230, Reno’s only live and local progressive talk radio program, re fear of media, and many senior level officials and military to speak out against and challenge Cheney.  I mentioned how it was similar to the Clinton Scandal and how I had personally been subpoenaed by Ken Starr.  When this happened, I stood on the court house steps and took a stand against his unwarranted witch hunt.  To combat Cheney’s 12-point poll rise, I suggested that we must all continue to organize as we did prior to Obama’s election.  I said, “You have to be able to say yes we are or as Obama said yes we can.”
